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BY BILL HORNER Il
News + Record Staff

A sudden jump in positive COVID-19 diag-
noses in Chatham is almost entirely among
the county’s unvaccinated and partially-vac-
cinated population, and health officials warn
that the Delta variant of the virus and the
persistent refusal of so many residents to get
vaccinated are causes for alarm.

Although the raw number of new cases is

A NEWS + RECORD REPORT

COVID-19 cases are suddenly increasing again in Chatham —
and almost exclusively among the unvaccinated

relatively small, the Chatham County Public
Health Department’s Mike Zelek says one
key measurement — the number of new cas-
es per 100,000 population — has approached
a threshold the county hasn’t seen in months.
During much of June, Chatham was seeing
“around zero” new cases each day, with a
rolling 7-day average of well under 10 cases
per 100,000 population, Zelek, the CCPHD
director, said. As of last week — after a day
in which seven new cases were recorded —

Disease Control.

that measurement was approaching 50 cases
per 100,000, representing an increase of more
than 150% from the prior week and a level
considered “substantial community trans-
mission,” by definition of the Centers for

The sudden surge comes soon after Cha-
tham crossed another threshold: having 50%
of its residents at least partially vaccinated.

See CASES, page A8

SEMISESQUICENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

JOHNSON’S: 75 years later, still
cooking up the best burgers in town

. .

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

A customer enjoys one of Johnson’s signature cheeseburgers. The famed Siler City establishment

celebrated its 75th anniversary Monday.

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

son’s Drive-In.

SILER CITY — What do you get
stacking condiments, slaw, onion,
chili, tomato and 100% Angus-qual-
ity beef — in that order — aggluti-
nated by a thick cheese catalyst?

The perfect cheeseburger, at
least according to Carolyn Routh,
third-generation manager of John-

Of course, restaurant patrons
are free to select any combination
of toppings for their burgers. But
no matter the ingredients you fan-
cy, there’s a specific order to your
burger’s assembly.

“I guess the idea behind it is
everything goes on from flattest to
bumpiest,” Routh said, “to make
sure it all stays together perfectly.

What’s more annoying than your

tomato sliding off your lettuce and
meat coming off the bun?”

Such detail may seem inconse-
quential to the casual burger eater,
but it represents decades of dedica-

tion to the science of burgercraft:

75 years to be exact.
On Monday, the legendary

See BURGERS, page Al3

Mitchum’s ‘Evening of Music’ comes after
yvears of honing his talents at home, away

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Oliver Mitchum started playing piano when he was
seven. Now, he’s a junior at N.C. State University
and member of the marching band and basketball
pep band.

BY HANNAH
MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

Oliver Mitchum started
playing the piano when he
was just 7 years old.

No one in his family re-
ally played an instrument,
so music was “Kkind of a
foreign concept” to him.

But his parents signed
him up anyway.

“I remember on my way
over there thinking about
all the scribble marks in
the hymnals at church,”
Mitchum says of that first
lesson, “and being like,
‘How on earth does any-
one understand this?"”

More than a decade —
and hundreds of hours of
practice — later, Mitchum
doesn’t just understand
how to read and play mu-
sic. He’s become an artist.
He started composing his
own piano pieces when he
was 10 years old, played pi-
ano at his church growing
up and also picked up the
saxophone — an instru-

ment he earned honors for
playing during his time
at Jordan-Matthews High
School.

Now a rising junior
at N.C. State studying
mechanical engineer-
ing, Mitchum is in his
school’s marching band
— “The Power Sound of
the South” — along with
the basketball team pep
band. He grew up watch-
ing college football with
his family, so traveling to
and watching games was
appealing. But more than
that, Mitchum says he was
drawn to the community,
and to the music they
could make together.

“Being surrounded by
that many people in that
community was really
nice,” Mitchum, 21, says.
“It was nice to go over
there and have so many
new friendships just right
there. And also, it was fun
to play with such a large
group, because we made a

See MITCHUM, page A3

SCPD releases
details of
June murder

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Three men connected to a
Siler City murder were indicted by a Grand
Jury and arrested last Thursday after a sensi-
tive and secretive month-long investigation, ac-
cording to local police and the North Carolina
State Bureau of Investigation.

On June 15, Siler City police were dispatched
to 415 East Sixth St. in response to reports of
gunshots, according to Siler City Police Chief
Mike Wagner. Upon arrival, officers found Todd
Laymond Brown, who lived in the house, with
a gunshot wound. Emergency care was admin-
istered, but Brown succumbed to his injuries at
the scene.

Soon after launching a homicide investiga-
tion, Siler City police contacted the N.C. State
Bureau of Investigation for assistance, accord-
ing to a SCPD press release.

“After numerous interviews and searches,
as well as collaboration with the Chatham
County District Attorney’s Office, the evidence
collected during the investigation was submit-
ted to a Grand Jury,” SCPD Lt. Jason Boyd
said in the release. “The Grand Jury returned
with indictments on three individuals for first
degree murder and robbery with a dangerous
weapon.”

The three men indicted were:

See MURDER, page A7

Siler City’s new
immigrant advisory
committee to give
immigrants voice

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Decades after immigrants
first began flocking to Siler City, the town will
soon have a new immigrant advisory commit-
tee — and its creators have high hopes for the
opportunities it’s meant to bring.

On June 21, the Siler City Board of Commis-
sioners approved the town’s first Immigrant
Community Advisory Committee as part of
its efforts to better integrate immigrants into
the community. Delayed by COVID-19, the idea
originally emerged several years ago amid the
Siler City Building Integrated Communities
(BIC) initiative — a partnership between the
town, the Hispanic Liaison and the UNC Lati-
no Migration Project to identify and address
immigrant residents’ needs.

“I think it’s a really important step to create
more relationships and communication and a
channel for the immigrant community to have
direct communication with town commission-
ers, town management and town staff about
issues in the community that are relevant and
need to be uplifted and need to be talked about
and addressed,” the Liaison’s founder and ex-
ecutive director, Ilana Dubester, told the News
+ Record.

“We haven’t had that kind of space before
within town government to do that,” she
added. “There hasn’t been an official channel.
There’s been, of course, the Hispanic Liaison
bringing up issues, but that’s not the same
as having a body that is part of the town and

See IMMIGRANT, page A7

New building code
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Events are subject to change based

on closures related to the coronavirus
pandemic. Verify with organizers prior
to events.

ONGOING

- Siler City’s City Hall is currently
under renovation. The 1st and 2nd
floors are closed to the public. The
Planning and Community Development
Department is located in the basement
and can be accessed through the far left
door facing E. 3rd St. Parking is avail-
able at the 100 block of E. 3rd St.

ON THE AGENDA

» The Pittsboro Board of Commission-
ers will have its regular meeting at 7
p.m. on Monday, July 26, via the Zoom
videoconferencing platform.

« Silk Hope Ruritan Club will present
their Summer Spectacular, July 24, at
4221 Silk Hope Road, Siler City. There
will be free entry, with live music start-
ing at 6 p.m. There will be food, vendors,
games, bouncy houses, and a display of
classic cars. All are invited.

« Chatham County Public Libraries
has reinstated its pre-COVID hours of
operation, at all three branch locations.
- Siler City Parks and Recreation an-
nounces its Summer Open Gym Pro-
gram. Children are invited to visit the
Ernest Ramsey Gymnasium — located
at 512 East Sixth Street in Siler City
— each Weekday (Monday-Friday)
until Friday, August 13 (excluding
holidays). Weekdays from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m., the gym is available for children
ages 12 and under. Children must be
accompanied by an adult 18 years of
age or older. Weekdays from 12:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m., participants ages 13 and
older can access the gym. There is no
cost to participate; however, all par-
ticipants must have a waiver signed
by an adult. Waivers will be available
at Ernest Ramsey Gym when sign-
ing in or available online at www.
silercity.org. To adhere to COVID-19
guidelines, masks/face coverings are
encouraged for all patrons and when
not able to socially distance of at least
6-feet from others. Please be advised,
operations are subject to change in
accordance to Executive Orders and
guidelines.

- Siler City Parks and Recreation
invites you to start your days off right
with a few laps at the Indoor Walk-

ing Program each weekday morning,
from 7to 9 a.m., at the Ernest Ramsey
Gymnasium Indoor Walking Track, 512
East 6th St. The program is free and no
pre-registration is required. Operations
are subject to COVID-19 guidelines and
mask requirement indoors. For more
information, visit www.silercity.org or
contact Siler City Parks and Recreation
at 919-742-2699 or email recreation@
silercity.org.

THURSDAY

« Chatham Community Library is
offering free online classes on land re-
cords, and internet skills in July. Class
descriptions and a registration link can
be found at www.chathamnc.org/Com-
puterClasses. Internet: Beyond Basics:
July 27, Tuesday, 3 pm.

* VFW Post 7313 in Pittsboro is a 501¢3
created to help Veterans with their
claims to the Veterans Administra-
tion. These involve service-connected
disabilities and include the medical
field itself, for the Veteran, surviving
spouses and dependents of the Veter-
ans. We help with reimbursement of
funeral expenses. We can also help with
housing, employment and scholarships.
We help all Veterans, not just members
of the VFW. Christopher Stewart, Post
Service Officer, is available to help with
claims to the V.A. Walk-in sessions are
held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
1to 5 p.m. Appointments also available
for those needing assistance outside

of those hours. Contact them at email:
info@vfw7313-org, or phone 919-542-
0927.

- Pittsboro Farmers Market is open
with seasonable items year-round from
3 to 6 p.m. on Thursdays, at 287 East St.
- St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
provides a healthy meal at no cost to
those who come to us hungry at noon
on Thursdays. We provide a place of
hospitality and fellowship for everyone.
All are welcome, regardless of race,
sex, age, national origin, religious pref-
erence, handicap, or income.

OTHER UPCOMING:

« Chatham Community Library -
special sale of audio-visual materials
and children’s books at the library on
Saturday, August 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
sponsored by the Friends of the Cha-
tham Community Library. There will
be a large selection of used music CDs,
movies on DVD, audio-books, records
and educational CDs/DVDs and chil-
dren’s books for all ages. 10% discount
for Friends members. Free admission.
For more information: https://friend-
sccl.org.

- The Siler City Parks and Recreation
Department announces the Bray Park
Aquatic Facility has opened for the 2021
season with modified operations. The
pool will operate through Labor Day
weekend during the summer months,
and Saturdays and Sundays from 12 - 6
p.m. General admission includes a $5
entry fee for ages 3 and over. Children
ages 2 and under receive free entry.
Senior Citizens age 50 or older receive
a 50% discount. Siler City is offering
“Two-Fifty Tuesdays” again where
patrons may enjoy the pool each Tues-
day when the entry fee is only $2.50. To
adhere to COVID-19 guidelines, masks/
face coverings are encouraged for all
patrons when in the bathhouse and not
able to socially distance at least 6-feet
from others. Pool furniture will be
available with sanitation stations locat-
ed on the pool deck for patrons to uti-

lize. Outside furniture is not permitted.
To schedule swim times for daycares
and camps, to register for swim lessons,
purchase season passes, or to rent the
pool for a pool party, contact Carolina
Pool Management at 336-854-8884.

« Chatham County Public Libraries in-
vite families with young children to en-
joy the great outdoors while experienc-
ing the joy of reading this summer with
Outdoor Story Time. These programs
will be offered through August 31, with
the following weekly schedule: Mon-
days at 10:30 a.m. — Natural Chef Café
seating area on the Central Carolina
Community College, Pittsboro Campus,
adjacent to the Chatham Community
Library, 197 N.C. Hwy. 87 N., Pittsboro;
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. — Washington
Avenue Park picnic shelter, 1305 Wash-
ington Ave., Siler City; and Thursdays
at 10:30 a.m. at Goldston Public Library
lawn, 9235 Pittsboro-Goldston Rd.,
Goldston. Story time is geared toward
children who have not yet entered kin-
dergarten (ages 2-5), but anyone is wel-
come to join in on the fun. Children will
hear stories, sing songs and enjoy more
activities. Story times will be offered
rain or shine. Chatham County Public
Libraries are pleased to partner with
Central Carolina Community College
and the Siler City Parks and Recreation
Department to offer these programs.

« Chatham County Public Libraries
invite children and teens to participate
in its 2021 Virtual Summer Reading
Challenge “Tails and Tales” through
July 31. This program is open to chil-
dren and teens, ages 2 and up. Readers
will participate online this year by sign-
ing up on the libraries’ Beanstack site,
https://chathamnc.beanstack.org, and
win prizes for completing 10 hours of
reading. Using Beanstack, readers can
log their time and titles online, as well
as create book reviews for others to

see. All readers who reach the 10-hour
goal will earn a free book and will be
entered into a grand prize drawing for a
$50 gift certificate to McIntyre’s Books.
 Central Carolina Community Col-
lege will host a basketball camp for 3rd
through 8th graders from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
July 26-29. The $100 cost includes snack
and drink each day, and a CCCC camp
T-shirt. For more information or to reg-
ister for the Cougar Basketball Camp,
visit www.cccc.edu/sports-camps/ or
contact Athletic Director Jonathan
Hockaday at jhockaday@cccc.edu.

» The Chatham Historical Museum is
open Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday,
11 a.m. until 4 p.m. We will be following
the governor’s directive on occupancy,
masks, and social distancing. Adult and
kid friendly; no admission fee. Don’t
miss our new exhibit of the paint-

ings of Annie Lutterloh Bynum. Our
permanent exhibits cover all aspects of
Chatham’s unique history. The Muse-
um is located in the historic Chatham
County Courthouse in the circle. More
info: https://chathamhistory.org

- Second Bloom Thrift Store is open at
the Food Lion Shopping Center. Store

hours are Tuesday until Saturday, 11
a.m. until 5 p.m. Masks are no longer
required but hand sanitizer is still
available. Proceeds provide support
for survivors of domestic violence and
sexual assault and promote community
education in collaboration with Cha-
tham County.

« Pittsboro Youth Theater: Campers
will learn a variety of theater skills,
rehearse and perform a live play at
Sweet Bee Theater. Camps will be led
by Pittsboro Youth Theater Director(s)
and Assistant(s). Camp themes include
Princess Camp, Fairy Camp, Jungle
Camp, and Alien Camp. See website

for details, COVID-19 Precautions, full
details and accommodations - PYT Mar-
keting Team, pytmktg@gmail.com - 18A
E. Salisbury St., Pittsboro; 919-533-6997.
» The Chatham Arts Council has put
together a relief effort specifically for
artists and arts-workers called CAARE:
Chatham Artist and Arts-Worker
Relief Effort. For more information

on CAARE, or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.

« JMArts hosted a JMACoronaConcert
via Twitter featuring performances
submitted by JM students and faculty.
Concerts can be viewed on its Twitter
account @JMArts and by using the
hashtags #JMACoronaConcert per-
formances and #JMACoronaConcert
program.

« Foster and/or adoptive information:
Give children a safe place to grow.
Interested in becoming a Foster and/
or Adoptive parent? Call 919-642-6956 to
learn more.

« Alcoholics Anonymous — North
Carolina District 33, call the Help Line
at 866-640-0180 for the meeting schedule
for this area.

« Motorcycle Association — The
Motorcycle Association for Chatham,
Western Wake, Lee, Orange and Ala-
mance counties meets in Pittsboro and
is open to all riders. For information,
call 919-392-3939 or visit www.cha-
thamCBA.com.

» Narcotics Anonymous — For drug
problems in the family, Narcotics
Anonymous helps. Call 1-800-721-8225
for listing of local meetings.

» Al-Anon Meeting — Pittsboro Seren-
ity Seekers Al-Anon Family Group
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays at Chatham
Community Church, in the lower level
of Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.

Scout News

* Boy Scout Troop 93 in Pittsboro
meets 7 p.m. Wednesdays at the Harold
Boone Scout Park on Hwy 64W, just past
CCCC. Open to boys, ages 11-17. Visit
www.bstroop93.org for more informa-
tion.

» Pack 924 of Siler City First UM.C.
meets on from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tuesdays for
boys, grades 1 through 5. Come join the
Cub Scouts.

» Pack 900 in Bear Creek meets at 7
p.m. Tuesdays at Meroney’s UM.C., fol-
lowing the school calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more information.

‘THE CARPOOL’

News + Record’s new parenting newsletter provides
resources, information for Chatham moms and dads

CN+R Staff Report

The first edition of
“The Carpool,” a parent-
ing and education e-news-
letter newly produced by
the News + Record, was
sent to more than 5,000
people last week.

The Carpool is the
newest digital product
from the CN+R, produced
by Web Editor and Edu-
cation Reporter Hannah
McClellan.

critical information, news,

continue to develop and

advice and more.” distribute the newsletter.
The News + Record’s The Carpool’s sections

coach in both the Table include:

Stakes and Accelerator « “Morning announce-

programs, Cierra Hinton, ments,” a summary of

played a major role in the school- and parent-relat-

development of the project,
Horner said. But McClel-
lan, who has covered edu-

ed news
+ A “Bulletin Board” with
a listing of local events

cation for the newspaper » “The Fridge,” a chance

for the past year, was the for local parents to show-

creative force behind it. case their children’s ac-
“Hannah’s not amother, complishments, artwork,

but ‘The Carpool’ is really

or to share “brags” about

McClellan said she
hopes the project will
serve to highlight resourc-
es available to parents and
families in Chatham.

“Like I said in the
introductory Carpool
email, I’'m not a parent,
but I've gotten to know a
lot of really impressive
and kind parents and
students over the last year
reporting in Chatham,”
she said. “During a year
of covering and consum-

of other CN+R digital prod-
ucts, including “The Cha-
tham Brew,” a thrice-week-
ly newsletter named best
email newsletter by a
community newspaper in
the last two N.C. Press As-
sociation News & Editorial
contests. The Brew is sent
to nearly 4,000 readers every
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. Another newsletter
—aspecial “Brew” edition
featuring the front page of
each edition and a story

of the week —is sent each
Thursday morning.

A number of additional
newsletters are planned
and will be announced
this summer, Horner
said, with Reporter Lars
Dolder and Sports Editor
Victor Hensley each de-
veloping projects that will
launch later this year.

For more information
about The Carpool or to
subscribe, email news@
chathamnr.com.

“We developed theidea  her baby,” Horner said. their children, including ing a lot of really difficult
for a parenting newsletter  “The feedback we’ve al- artwork and projects news, learning and writ- / N\
in the UNC Table Stakes  ready gotten about it from « “Required Reading,” fea- ing about all the people Chatham Cou nty Council on Aging
program we’ve been a education-related groups turing recent storiesrelated  helping to make Chatham
part of since last fall,” said and organizations shows to parenting and education  a better place — especial- T l l 1
News + Record Publisher  that there’s a real appetite Additional content ly for its students — has W E E KLY R V A H U N T'
Bill Horner III. “But we for something like thisin ~ includes a “A Meme A Day” been such a rewarding
really developed a stron- Chatham County.” and Kid Scoop, the weekly ~ part of my job, and I'm ex- Q: What American painter
ger vision for it in the Three Chatham county educational resource geared cited to see that continue Nichthawks. H bv the Rail d
Facebook Accelerator pro- organizations — Commu- toward young children through this newsletter.” ( 18 awks, fiouse vy ine Katiroa )
gram we just completed.  nities In Schools, the Boys and provided in the weekly The News + Record is was born on this day (7/22) in 1882?
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Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

A rising junior at N.C. State University studying
mechanical engineering, Mitchum is in his
school’s marching band, ‘The Power Sound of the
South,’” along with the basketball team pep band.

MITCHUM

Continued from page Al

lot of sound.”

He made it to one ACC
Tournament Basketball
game his first year before
the games were canceled
due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Last year, the
pandemic limited a lot of
what the band and pep
teams were able to do
together.

“We didn’t really have
any in-person marching
band, we just made a
few recordings where
we each individually
took a video of our-
selves playing a piece
and then like someone
that university would
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combine it into one
single video,” he says.
“Which was pretty cool
and neat to see how
they edited all of that
together. It definitely
wasn’t as fun as be-
ing able to travel and
be with all the people
you’re playing with
though.

Pandemic or not,
Mitchum has continued
to practice and make
music.

While much of his
course work last year was
online, that didn’t neces-
sarily ease the load. He’s
always enjoyed math and
science in school, as well
as doing things like fixing
and working on cars. He
still enjoys those things,

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Mitchum plays piano and saxophone — an
instrument he earned honors for playing during
his time at Jordan-Matthews High School.

‘l kind of found it therapeutic in a way
just to be able to relieve stress and
everything by just sitting down at a
keyboard and playing music.’

OLIVER MITCHUM, a junior at N.C. State University

and still plans to be an
engineer.

“But music for me, it’s
kind of a break from all
the other stuff,” Mitchum
says, “When you’re in an
engineering program,
you get so much of that,
that it gets kind of tiring
after a little while. I kind
of found it therapeutic
in a way just to be able to
relieve stress and every-
thing by just sitting down
at a keyboard and playing
music.”

Mitchum says he’s
“definitely more invested
in piano,” but he plans to
continue making music
— including the saxo-
phone — his “number
one hobby” for years to
come.

Next weekend, he’ll
tick off another music
accomplishment: play-
ing his first solo concert,
at his home church,
Brown’s Chapel United
Methodist Church in
Pittsboro. Mitchum’s

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

‘Music for me, it’s kind of a break from all the
other stuff,’ Mitchum said of his engineering

studies.

excited for the oppor-
tunity, but it wasn’t his
idea. He said a longtime
family friend and fellow
church member, Robin
Brady, proposed the idea
to him.

Brady, who’s been
a member at Brown’s
Chapel for the last
15 years, remembers
Mitchum when he first
started playing piano.

“I remember his
grandmother telling
me his piano instruc-
tor had told his par-
ents that he no longer
needed lessons, he was
beyond needing les-
sons in his skill level,”
Brady says. “Oliver
would play at church
for special occasions.

Pinehurst Medical Clinic

GASTROENTEROLOGY OF PITTSBORO

-
LAXATIVE OVERUSE

TRAVEL
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EATING HEALTHY DRINKING PLENTY OF WATER

MEDICATION
SIDE EFFECTS

TRIED ALL THE
HOME REMEDIES?
=

REGULARLY EXERCISING

EATING UNHEALTHY

DRINKING LITTLE WATER

KOMBUCHA

Contact PMC Gastroenterology for a Consultation

(919) 292-6110 :

120 Lowes Dr. #105, Pittsboro

pinehurstmedical.com/locations/pittshoro-gastroenterology/

CASTOROIL

STILL CAN'T GO? /t could be chronic constipation.

When he began playing
original pieces that
were really good, the
congregation knew

he had a very special
gift.”

Last month, Mitchum
played such a moving
rendition of the hymn “In
the Garden” at church,
Brady said, that she and
another church member
suggested paying to hear
him play.

“The light bulb went
on and I asked Oliver
if he would consider
playing a concert, for the
church and the commu-
nity, and he replied with
an enthusiastic, ‘Sure,””
she says. “I just began
putting things in place
for ‘An Evening of Music
with Oliver.’ I later
learned that Oliver’s ‘In
the Garden’ performance
a few weeks earlier
had been arranged on
the fly — he had never
played it that way before
the church service that
Sunday.”

Mitchum’s concert
will take place at 7
p.m. this Saturday and
feature hymns, classi-
cal music, and original
compositions — in-
cluding songs written
and to be performed
by his friend, Savan-
nah Cribbs. The event
will feature a radio
broadcast in the church
parking lot, followed by
a short reception.

For those who can’t
make it, Brady said
people can hear some
of Mitchum’s music
under the playlist tab on
Brown’s Chapel United
Methodist Church’s You-
Tube channel.

“I would love for ev-
eryone in the community
to experience Oliver’s
talent,” she says.

Until then, Mitchum
is busy practicing, as he
says he sets pretty high
expectations for how he
plays music.

What makes all the
practice and time
spent playing worth
it? For Mitchum, it’s
listening to himself
play. Not because he
is arrogant or cocky
about his own ability,
but because he loves to
find and then produce
music that’s satisfying
to him.

And, he adds, his
church family — and all
their encouragement —
keeps him going, too.

“Whenever I go and
play, I've been asked
probably hundreds
of times, ‘Hey, you're
gonna keep playing the
piano in college, right?’”
he says. “‘Yes, I'm gonna
keep doing that.” Be-
cause I don’t think they
would let me stop if I
ever quit. But really, I
just enjoy it so much
myself that I would not
want to quit. It’s a big
part of my life.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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For Chatham’s unvaccinated, it’s time for a reality check

It’s time for a reality check.

That’s the message from
both a World Health Orga-
nization epidemiologist and
the director of the Chatham
County Public Health De-
partment (see story, page Al)
in light of what we’re seeing
with COVID worldwide and
locally: a reversal of spring’s
positive, encouraging trends
and a surge in new coronavi-
rus cases.

The unpleasant truth — in
Chatham, across North Car-
olina, across the U.S. — has
become even more evident in
the last two weeks.

- In areas where there are
low vaccination rates, corona-
virus infections are surging at
an alarming rate. New cases
are up 66% across the U.S.
and 77% in North Carolina.
Chatham County’s rolling
7-day average of new cases
increased 255% from June 12
to July 12, and saw a one-week
case count jump of 150% last
week.

» Nearly all the recent
COVID-19 deaths, and all but
a sliver of the new cases, are
among the unvaccinated.

 The Delta variant is far

« The virus is continuing to
mutate.

But the good news most of
us already know: vaccines are
effective — against COVID-19,
against the Delta variant, and
in preventing serious illness in
“breakthrough” cases among
those fully vaccinated. With
SO many people remaining un-
vaccinated, however — and in
Chatham and the U.S., it’'s NOT
due to availability — we’re a
long way from being “over”
COVID.

We’re not at the end of this
pandemic.

In the United States, 56.1%
of the population is partial-
ly vaccinated; 48.6% of the
population is fully vaccinated.
In Chatham, it’s 50% and 47%,
respectively. But vaccination
rates have slowed to a near-
crawl among the half of the
population not vaccinated.
The most troubling aspect:
resistance to the vaccinations
is growing. A recent Washing-
ton Post-ABC News poll indi-
cated that 29% of Americans
said they were unlikely to
get vaccinated; 20% said they
definitely would not. Both of
those numbers are increases

one-fifth of the country, a
trend which is likely also
true in Chatham County.
That the vaccines have be-
come political isn’t a revela-
tion. COVID-19 as a govern-
ment “plot” or conspiracy
or hoax is what has been
described as an “article of
faith” among many of the un-
vaccinated, who cite distrust
in science as one reason not
to “get jabbed.”

The same poll showing an
increase in vaccination resis-
tance indicates that 47% of
Republicans said they “likely”
or “definitely” wouldn’t get
vaccinated; among Demo-
crats, that number was just
6%. Conservatives cheer when
former President Donald
Trump takes credit for devel-
oping the vaccines — as he’s
repeatedly done — and then,
inexplicably, turn around
and claim the vaccines are
killing people. There were
more cheers when speak-
ers at a recent conservative
rally celebrated the fact that
President Joe Biden’s goal of
having 70% of Americans at
least partially vaccinated by
July 4th wasn’t reached.

and by some news sources. A
recent report traced 65% of
the shares of anti-vaccina-
tion misinformation to just

12 people — people who have
made misleading claims, told
lies and promulgated outright
fabrications on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. You
can find similar claims on a
handful of Chatham-based
Facebook pages and local
chatrooms, which claim,
among other things, that the
pandemic is just a way for

the government to spy on you
or control you. The words of
credible public health officials
are pooh-poohed and drowned
out by never-vaxxers who
claim the vaccinations contain
microchips or are a part of a
massive plot.

Here’s where that puts us:
coronavirus skeptics, many
of whom complained vigor-
ously about mask mandates
and restrictions, are con-
tributing to putting us on
the path we’re on now. The
dropping of mandates gives
the virus, which by its nature
wants to spread, plenty of
opportunity to do just that
among the unvaccinated

movie several times in the
last year and a half, and it
doesn’t end well,” said Fran-
cis S. Collins, director of the
National Institutes of Health.
“Somehow, we’re running the
tape again. It’s all predict-
able.”

Maria Van Kerkhove, the
World Health Organization ep-
idemiologist who called for the
“reality check,” said “we’re in
a bad place right now globally.”

“We’re getting further away
from the end than we should
be,” she said.

The vaccines in place can
cause side effects. On rare
occasions, they can be dan-
gerous. But they’ve passed
intense safety reviews, and
as cases surge, one thing
is clear: they work, even in
preventing serious illness or
even symptoms in “break-
through” cases among the
vaccinated.

So it’s not the time, as we
heard last week, to decide to
“double down on making oppo-
sition to vaccination a central
front” in our endless culture
war.

It’s time, then, for the unvac-
cinated to get real — about the

more transmissible than
earlier strains. Not necessar-
ily more dangerous, but more
contagious.

from three months ago.
Vaccine “hesitancy” has

become outright vaccine

“hostility” among at least

Messages of skepticism,
distrust and hostility are
amplified time and time again
on social media platforms

— which will lead to fresh
rounds of mandates and re-
strictions as cases rise.

“It’s like we’ve been to this

vaccine and about the con-
sequences for them, and the
rest of us, for hesitancy and
hostility.

Right thing may take time but it’s worth the effort

Is it just me or is the milk of human
kindness in short supply these days?

Or has it always
been in short supply
and I was — or still
am — just too stupid
or naive to notice the
volume of the supply
is lacking?

I hope I'm wrong.

I hope there’s more
and more of that milk
around, more than
there used to be. I hope more and more
folks take the time, most often just a
moment or two, to do the right thing.
But the more birthdays I have the more
random acts of unkindness I see. So,
could it just be that I'm too often in the
wrong place then?

Granted, this hurry-up fast-paced
“get yours while you can and don’t
worry about anybody else” world can
do that to you. But let me go on record
as saying I don’t like it and that in my
humble opinion it is not a good thing
for man or beast.

For instance, why do some folks ei-
ther just stare at you or not even bother
to do that when you step aside and hold
the door for them? What ever happened
to “Hello” or “Good morning” or even
“Thank you” or just “Thanks”?

I know. Maybe they’re having a
bad day or their grandma just died or
something, but does that excuse not ac-
knowledging another human being is in
your presence? I put forth that question
once in a group discussion and some-
one berated me with a question of their
own, namely: “Why are you holding the
door in the first place? Is it so they’ll
thank you?”

The answer to that is, “No, that’s not
the reason.” The reason I do that is be-

BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around

cause my mama and daddy reared me
and my brothers to do that — and other
similar things — for another human,
regardless of their age, race, sex, beau-
ty, lack of or anything else. It is, they
said, the right thing to do.

Now before someone says I must
think I'm pretty special or just the
greatest thing going or ain’t that just
grand about my mama, let me go on to
say I'm pretty sure many other folks
were similarly reared. I'm just not see-
ing them that much these days.

You knew there had to be something
that launched this tirade, didn’t you?
Actually, there are two.

One has to do with when you're try-
ing to merge into traffic and there are
two lanes and all the traffic is in the one
closest to you and folks will die at the
wheel before they realize all they have
to do is pull over to the other lane and
you both can travel on.

In a nod to the ancient days when I
took driver’s training, our instructor
told us it was really important to pay
attention to the world around you when
driving. He told us we shouldn’t be
combing our hair or applying lipstick
or sending text messages ... oh, wait,
sorry, no cell phones then. At any rate,
he told us to pay attention and to watch
what other drivers were doing.

Truthfully, I can live with that one
because, in spite of my ramblings, there
have been times I have not pulled over
myself. Not many because I do pay
attention to that but, in the spirit of
honesty, I must admit there have been
some. I have been so preoccupied with
my thoughts or singing along with Levi
Stubbs and the Four Tops on “Baby, I
Need Your Lovin’” that I wasn’t paying
attention to other traffic, which our
driver training instructor also said was

something we should do.

The other case in point of the ab-
sence of kindness or common decency
or whatever word(s) you like has to do
with drivers who love their horns and
can’t wait to lean on them for extended
periods of time.

Not so long ago, I was parked on the
main street of my little hometown. I'd
conducted some business and made my
way back to my ride. I was parked in
the end space of a line, next to a traffic
light which I couldn’t see because it was
hidden from view because of the shape
of my vehicle. So, I watched the traffic
flow and when the line of cars going
the way I wanted to go stopped for a red
light I began easing out, watching all
around.

Apparently, Richard Petty or A.J.
Foyt has moved to Pittsboro because in
a nano-second a driver had zoomed up
the side street, made a quick turn and
wound up on — and almost in — my
bumper as I was two-thirds out of the
space. I'm pretty sure the back up lights
on my ride work and if Mr. NASCAR
had been watching he could have seen
them go out as I worked the shifter to
pull back in since it was obvious he
wasn’t going to let me out.

I don’t know why he was in a hurry.
Maybe the doughnut light had just
come on at Krispy Kreme. Maybe his
wife was in the car about to give birth
to triplets. Maybe his wife had just hol-
lered at him because she was in the car.
Maybe he loves his horn. Maybe he’s

just not nice.

What I do know is the horn on his
ride works because he let me hear it
loud and long, preferring to let the
world, or at least that part around us,
know how I had insulted him by daring
to get into his space — never mind that

he wasn’t there just a moment before
— rather than take the same amount of
time to let me out that was required to
sound off his horn.

And in that same spirit of honesty
I spoke of earlier, let me tell you two
things happened from that brief en-
counter. Number one is that the entire
incident instantly registered about an
8.75 on my 10 scale of anger, mainly
because it was unnecessary.

And secondly, noticing as he went by
that his passenger window was down, I
reverted to another random act of kind-
ness mentioned earlier — I thanked
him for his kindness.

Really, I did. I said, “Thank you.”

Now that’s as far as it went. I did not
question his ancestry or swear at him
or invent any new words, use a sailor’s
vocabulary or show him any hand
gestures. I just said, “Thank you” so he
could hear it.

But I'm thinking the entire time:
why not take just a moment and extend
an act of kindness to another human
rather than sit down on your vehicle
horn for as long as you could hold it? I
wonder if he would like it if T1laid down
on my horn if I'm ever five feet from
his ear.

So, be on the lookout, friends: find
arandom act of kindness somewhere
and do it.

Someone may thank you for it.

Bob Wachs is a native of Chatham
County and retired long-time managing
editor of the Chatham News/Chatham
Record, having written a weekly column
for more than 30 years. During most of
his time with the newspapers, he was
also a bi-vocational pastor and today
serves Bear Creek Baptist Church for the
second time as pastor.
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What’s on your mind?

The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of
local and public interest, as well as thoughtful and informative guest columns.

At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse
letters and other submissions that promote a commercial product, contain
either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language.
Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual claims are

ineligible for publication.

Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime
telephone number for verification. Letters should be no more than 400 words
in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per month. Letters
selected for publication may be edited and all letters become property of the

Chatham News + Record.

To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C.
27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our office at 303

West Raleigh Street in Siler City.

Home. Before your mind jumps to the physical
and metaphorical meanings of this loaded word,

" try saying it slowly out loud. Or,
if you are reading this in public,
you could whisper quietly.
Home. Do you feel how your
lips come together and apart
like a kiss? Try it again. Home.

I'love the idea that we offer a
kiss to the world every time we

ANDREW

say this word. Regardless of the
TAYLOR- physical appearance of where you

hang your clothes and lay your
TROUTMAN head, home should be a place
Hope Matters  where you are cared for and loved.

I am writing from my home where I have worked
during much of the pandemic. My “office” is really
just a desk in the bedroom I share with my wife.
When I sat down to write this morning, I saw that a
toy monster truck was waiting on top of my laptop,
a little surprise from my 3-year-old daughter.

On the same desk, I keep a picture of my
daughter with her two big brothers. They pose
on their scooters, all three sporting big smiles
beneath their helmets. This photo was snapped
by my wife on the sidewalk in front of our
home, the very spot I can look down upon from
my desk through the second-floor window. Next
to this picture of our kids is a birthday card

from my beloved that reads, “My Heart Has
Found Its Home with You.” Every time I look at
this message, it makes me smile.

In a few moments, I'll get up from my writing
desk and head downstairs. I'll notice the permanent
marker scrawled on the wall and the chipped paint
in the corner. There will be Legos and Pokémon
cards strewn across the floor like paint on a Jack-
son Pollock canvas. There will be dirty dishes in the
sink that are my responsibility to clean.

Downstairs, I will also see my loved ones, the
people who fill this house with mad messes and
silly songs, energy and elbows, tears and laugh-
ter, hugs and Kkisses. That is home to me.

Many philosophies and religions teach that
there is much beyond our control. It is also true
that we make decisions about what we value
and cherish. As an ancient spiritual teacher
put it, “Where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Like slowly saying a word, I want to savor all my
treasures — every little surprise, grace note and gift
of affection. There are many ways to say “home.”

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of Chap-
el in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection of his columns
for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”
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Last week, many families
across our community woke
up to a deposit in their bank
account via the Child Tax
Credit. That money, signed into
law by President Biden in the
American Rescue Plan, has not
received enough attention. It is
one of the most pro-family pol-
icies enacted by our Congress
in generations.

Too often, middle- and
low-income families get the
short end of the stick. The
Child Tax Credit is the first
substantial extension of our
nation’s safety net in years,
and it could not come at a bet-
ter time. As our economy heats
up, working families are ready

GUEST COLUMN | REP. ROBERT REIVES I

Child Tax Credit is one of most pro-family
policies enacted by Congress Iin generations

to get back into the workforce.
This money will help ensure
that basic necessities are with-
in reach for families across the
nation.

Here’s how the Child Tax
Credit works: Families with
children under the age of 6
received $300 per child and
families with children age 6
to 17 received $250 per child.
The payments will be made
monthly through January 2022,
unless the program is made
permanent. Democrats in Con-
gress support extending the
program and it would be wise
to do so; experts at The Center
on Poverty and Social Policy at
the Columbia School of Social

Work estimate that child pover-
ty would be nearly halved.

In North Carolina, the
effects of the program will be
substantial. The Center for
Budget and Policy Priorities
estimates that more than
450,000 rural children in our
state would benefit — 94% of
all rural children.

The tax credit is immediate
and impactful. It can be used
to help with child care, a med-
ical bill, or a summer family
outing. It is extremely simple
and inexpensive to administer.
The benefits go beyond the
family receiving the credit.
Most of the money will be
spent locally, helping small

businesses, creating local
jobs, and generating local tax
revenue that pays for police
and schools.

The expanded Child Tax
Credit is a welcome addition
to the lives of working people
across this state and our local
communities. As the rollout
continues, it is important
no one gets left behind who
is eligible. If a family has
filed recent tax returns or
received stimulus checks over
the last year, they should get
the checks automatically.
Those who have not filed a tax
return recently can visit IRS.
gov to find more information
and sign up for the benefits

online.

The expanded Child Tax
Credit will help middle class
and working families. It will
help children living in poverty.
Help spread the word about
its importance so everyone
who is eligible receives their
fair share. Finally, contact
your member of Congress and
United States Senators and ask
them to make the Child Tax
Credit permanent.

Rep. Robert Reives II represents
District 54 (all of Chatham
County and a portion of
Durham County) in the N.C.
House of Representatives. He
lives in Goldston.

GUEST COLUMN
REVEREND TROY LESHER-THOMAS

North Carolina can
lead on LGBTQ
nondiscrimination

As a longtime North Carolina faith leader, I am hoping that
Senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis will help find com-
mon ground to ensure fairness and equality for all Ameri-
cans.

For decades, Congress has neglected its responsibility to
protect the LGBTQ community — but with both parties now
offering proposals to add nondiscrimination protections to
the law, 2021 could finally be the year to change that. I look to
Senators Burr and Tillis to join a bipartisan coalition in ham-
mering out the details of this crucial legislation.

Over the years, I’'ve enjoyed the privilege of serving con-
gregations that have been welcoming to LGBTQ members.
Now I’'m interim pastor at the Church of Reconciliation in
Chapel Hill, a More Light congregation that formally invites
the full participation of LGBTQ Presbyterians into the life of
our faith community. Our congregation embraces everyone
as children of God and blessed creatures. Reconciliation made
history in 2012 when Reverend Katie Ricks, the first openly
lesbian pastor ordained by the Presbyterian Church USA,
became Associate Pastor.

There is a refreshing unity at Reconciliation, with no
tug-of-war over our inclusive culture. The congregation
includes many same-sex couples, some of whom were mar-
ried here. The recent change in policy at the UNC-Chapel
Hill Presbyterian Campus Ministry that all congregations
represented on its board be More Light (inclusive), how-
ever, reminded me of the vital importance of unity and
healing as Presbyterians of varying opinions confront new
challenges. As a pastor, my obligation is to serve all of my
congregants with love and respect, regardless of any differ-
ences in viewpoint.

Chapel Hill has a vibrant LGBTQ community, but in the
outlying rural area where my family lives, my volunteering
on an anti-bullying task group enabled me to see the extent
of the problem in our local school system. Thankfully, school
officials here in Chatham County have been responsive on the
issue.

Gaining traction against discrimination in the public
square, unfortunately, has not been uniform from what I've
witnessed of North Carolina communities. I hear stories of
workplace discrimination. I've witnessed local social ser-
vice agencies struggle to deliver equity to LGBTQ residents
despite constraints imposed by state law. North Carolina
still provides no nondiscrimination protections for its nearly
400,000 LGBTQ residents.

Sadly, North Carolina is not unique on this score. I’'ve
learned that discrimination has profoundly damaging con-
sequences for LGBTQ Americans nationwide. One in three,
according to a 2020 survey, experienced discrimination — in
public spaces, on the job, in schools, and in their own neigh-
borhoods — in just the previous year.

That number rises to 60 percent among transgender people,
who experience exceptionally high levels of unemployment,
poverty, and homelessness. They are also stalked by violence,
with a record 44 hate-motivated murders nationwide last year.
Three transgender residents of North Carolina have already
been murdered in 2021.

Black and Latino LGBTQ folks face greater poverty
rates than communities of color generally. Less than half
the states protect the community’s youth from bullying in
school. Elders must often re-closet themselves, with nearly
half of same-sex couples reporting discrimination in seeking
senior housing.

But there is now hope Congress might finally act. For the
first time, both Democrats and Republicans have put forward
measures that add LGBTQ protections to our nation’s civil
rights laws. The major disagreement between the two parties
involves balancing the urgent need to protect LGBTQ people
with the religious freedoms that Americans, including myself,
cherish.

Finding a path to getting that job done is what legislators do
when committed to solving problems. Senators Burr and Til-
lis can look to the 21 states — including our neighbor Virginia
— with laws that prohibit anti-LGBTQ discrimination without
compromising religious freedoms.

Washington can follow suit, with senators reaching across
the aisle to end the divisive pattern that pits religious liberties
against LGBTQ rights. Every major civil rights advance —
from the 1964 Civil Rights Act to the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act — has found the appropriate balance.

Senators Burr and Tillis: LGBTQ North Carolinians and
their families and friends are counting on you.

Reverend Troy Lesher-Thomas is an Interim Pastor at the
Church of Reconciliation in Chapel Hill.

-
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What happens to the
1,4-Dioxane when it’s
removed?
TO THE EDITOR:

When Pittsboro flushes its big
tank to remove 1,4-Dioxane con-
taminated water, where does
the flushed 1,4-Dioxane go?

John R. Dykers Jr., MD

Siler City

Editor’s note: Pittsboro Town
Manager Chris Kennedy said
in reponse to the question posed
that flushed water “was water
with 1,4 dioxane and not con-
centrated 1,4 dioxane.” With the
town’s flusing exercise, he said,
“the flushed water is directed
onto the ground and into our
ditches around the tank.”

It’s time to talk about
why we pay taxes

TO THE EDITOR:

The biggest problem with tax-
es is our failure to realize what
a privilege it is to pay them. Liv-
ing in the comfort and safety of
our democracy is ample reward
for filing your 1040.

Yet the common perception is
that all taxes are bad and must
be avoided. Because of that,
the tax structure is complicated
and opaque, and often unfair.

When Amazon is promised
tax breaks to relocate, it’s as
good as a tax hike for the rest
of us. When taxes are shifted
from income to consumption,
the burden accrues unfairly
to people with lower incomes.
Five percent on a new washing
machine makes a big difference
to a minimum wage earner, not
so much to Jeff Bezos.

Because of arcane rules, Jef-
fie pays less in taxes than your
average Mountaire worker.
Because of truly bizarre rules,
Ron Cameron, Mountaire’s
owner and 7th-richest Arkan-
san, gets us to pay for The Wall
while he profits from undocu-
mented workers who avoid it.

LETTERS
So don’t talk to me about
“supply side.” Talk to me about
responsibility, transparency,
thrift, empathy and kindness.
W.C. Reed
Pittsboro
Editor’s note: a spokesman for
the company told the News +
Record that “Mountaire Farms
strictly adheres to all federal
laws when it comes to hiring
practices and uses the E-Verify
system for all new hires.”

Carbon pricing
can help reduce
greenhouse gases

TO THE EDITOR:

Climate change is a burn-
ing issue out west while back
east we experience increased
hurricanes and high-tide
coastal flooding. Yale’s 2020
climate opinion map shows
72% of Americans believe in
global warming, including
71% of North Carolinians
and 74% of Chatham County
residents. (https://climatecom-
munication.yale.edu/visualiza-
tions-data/ycom-us/)

The majority of us know that
climate change is real, yet may
not know solutions. One free
online scientific educational
tool is “Climate Interactive
En-Roads” (https://www.
climateinteractive.org/tools/
en-roads/). This simulation
model allows you to choose a
scenario to limit future glob-
al warming with immediate
feedback on the impacts. Yes,
many synergistic solutions will
help reverse climate change,
yet “En-Roads” demonstrates
that carbon pricing is the
most effective primary lever
to reverse our ever-increasing
atmospheric CO2 from burn-
ing fossil fuels for our energy
needs. In important economic
terms, recently, the G20 finance
leaders collectively recognized
the power of carbon pricing to
address climate change, issuing

their first official communique
to coordinate economic carbon
reduction policies with carbon
pricing to lower greenhouse gas
emissions.

Why put a price on carbon?
Read here: https://citizenscli-
matelobby.org/price-on-car-
bon/ in H.R.2307 — Energy In-
novation and Carbon Dividend
Act. Call Representative Budd
and Senators Burr and Tillis
to co-sponsor carbon pricing
legislation. Inaction is not a
policy.

Minta Phillips
Julian

Public vs. charter
schools is not a fair
comparison

TO THE EDITOR:

Iread John Hood’s article
titled, “We all want better
schools* (Viewpoints, July
15-21). I am all for choice, but
when charter schools do not
offer transportation or school
lunch programes, it gives no
choice for the economically
disadvantaged. The fairness of
choice begins with the choices
that are given.

My wife has been in spe-
cial education in the public
school system for many
years, and I can tell you that
charter schools do not offer
the level of services that pub-
lic schools offer.

The end result is that public
school teachers have to deal
with a much more demanding
population than charter school
teachers.

In my opinion, any scholastic
comparison between public
and charter schools, given the
existing disparities, is mean-
ingless.

I do not understand why John
Hood seems to get prominent po-
sitioning in your paper. Is there
no author with a more progres-
sive voice in Chatham County?

Mike Izquierdo
Pittsboro

What’s on your mind?

The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as thoughtful

and informative guest columns.

At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions that promote
a commercial product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer
complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.

Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should
be no more than 400 words in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per month. Letters selected for
publication may be edited and all letters become property of the Chatham News + Record.

To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.
com; or drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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We need more and better policing

One of the best ways to
save Black lives and help poor
North Caro-
linians would
be to increase
funding for
North Car-
olina police
departments
and sheriffs.

That’s the
core recom-
mendation of
anew report
by my John
Locke Foundation colleague
Jon Guze, an attorney who
heads up Locke’s legal stud-
ies. Although his thesis may
sound counterintuitive in our
present political moment, it is
based on recent history, sound
reasoning, and well-established
research findings.

The first and foremost respon-
sibility of any government is
to protect the lives, liberty and
property of its citizens. Perform-
ing that function well requires,
among other things, enacting
protective laws and then funding

JOHN HOOD

John Locke
Foundation

law enforcement agencies and
the courts to ensure those laws
are applied swiftly and justly to
deter crime.

Of course, governments can
spend tax money poorly even
on core functions. In the case
of criminal justice, however,
Guze convincingly argues that
during the 1980s, 1990s, and
2000s, North Carolina and oth-
er states didn’t lean too much
into law enforcement. They
leaned too much into incarcer-
ation.

From 1950 to 1975, for exam-
ple, American governments
spent about $3 on police for
every $1 on prisons. By the
early 21st century, the ratio has
fallen to $1.5 on police for every
$1 on prisons.

“While the extent to which
mass incarceration helped
bring about the eventual de-
cline in crime rates is contested,
it almost certainly had at least a
modest deterrent effect,” Guze
writes. “The costs of achieving
that modest level of deterrence,
however, were extremely

high. It required an enormous
increase in public funding ...
and it added considerably to
the woes of the poor and black
communities that were already
carrying so much of the burden
of the crime wave.”

That last point underlines
why fighting crime effectively
tends to produce tremendous
benefits for African-Americans,
by the way. It isn't just that
Blacks account for a dispropor-
tionate share of the incarcerated
population — and thus of for-
mer inmates who may struggle
to get work or otherwise reenter
society. It is also that Blacks
make up a disproportionate
share of crime victims.

In 2019, about two whites out
of 100,000 were victims of a
reported crime. For Blacks, the
rate was 17 out of 100,000. After
decades of decline, homicides
and other violent crimes are
surging right now in many
cities, including several here
in our state. Guze argues that
Black and poor North Caro-
linians will pay a heavy price

unless state and local officials
get out ahead of the problem.

That means hiring more
police officers, paying them
more, and providing them better
training. And it means deploy-
ing them in a true “community
policing” model, one designed to
discourage people from com-
mitting crimes in the first place
rather than one designed to
maximize arrest and detention
rates.

Guze cites numerous stud-
ies that demonstrate a link
between effective policing and
public safety. When well-mean-
ing activists chant “defund the
police” as a means of protecting
people’s lives and dignity, they
reveal a misunderstanding the
causal relationships involved.
“Deploying more active-duty
police officers in high-crime,
high-disorder communities,”
he writes, “will result in fewer
crimes. Fewer crimes will mean
fewer arrests and convictions.
And fewer arrests and convic-
tions will mean lower levels of
incarceration.”

Again, while his case for
more (and more effective) po-
licing may sound odd to some
ears, Guze is providing a new
and innovative argument for
ancient wisdom and common
sense. His argument also
happens to constitute sound
political advice for policy-
makers across the spectrum.
Democrats already discovered
during the 2020 cycle that any
hint of a “defund the police”
mentality is electoral poison in
any jurisdiction that isn’t col-
ored deep-blue. As for Repub-
licans, embracing community
policing as a fiscal priority is
likely to save significant money
for taxpayers in the long run,
although its upfront costs may
be substantial.

It’s worth it. None of us
should want to see North Car-
olina’s homicide rate continue
to rise — because, yes, all
Black lives matter.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC)
is chairman of the John Locke
Foundation.

A missing woman in
Manteo — and it’s
not Virginia Dare

What happened to her?
If you raise this question in Manteo on Roanoke
Island at the edge of the Outer
Banks, people will think you are
asking about Virginia Dare. In
1587, she was the first English
child born in North America.
But John Railey’s new book,
“The Lost Colony Murder on the

3 Outer Banks: Seeking Justice for
D.G. MARTIN Brenda Joyce Holland,” asks that
One on One same question about Holland. She

was a 19-year-old mountain girl
from Canton, a student at Campbell College, and a
make-up artist working in the summer production of
Paul Green’s outdoor drama, “The Lost Colony.”

An enthusiastic worker, always on time, Holland
failed to show up for work on the evening of July 1,
1967.

Dare County Sheriff Frank Cahoon took charge
of the missing person investigation and called for
help from the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI).
After a massive search, her bloated body was
sighted in the Albemarle Sound near Manteo.

Holland’s death and probable murder shocked
the region. Reporters from all over the world
flooded onto Manteo’s island.

Railey follows the less-than-perfect investiga-
tion. There were a number of promising suspects
including the boy Brenda Holland dated on the
evening and early morning of June 30/July 1, his
roommate, another boy who had recently sexually
assaulted Holland, the grandson of an Episcopal
minister, a local dentist, and a Black man who had
been accused by a woman seeking revenge.

Railey gives a critical review of the sheriff’s
treatment of all the suspects, but, in the end, he
does not charge any of them.

A great strength of Railey’s rendition of the sto-
ry is the suspense he creates for the reader, who
will not know Railey’s conclusion about the actual
killer until the very end.

He puts his readers in the shoes of Sheriff
Cahoon as he does his best to crack the case. Then
he leads them through Railey’s research and the
basis for his persuasive conclusion about the real
killer’s identity.

The charm of the book goes beyond the au-
thor’s story-telling gifts. He takes readers back
to the 1960s on the Outer Banks and the town of
Manteo, lovely and complicated, with its fishing
and seafaring traditions. The history and relics
of unsuccessful settlement in the late 1500s and
today’s production of “The Lost Colony” enrich
this complex setting.

Railey gives bit parts to some famous people
living in the town during the time of the mur-
der: Andy Griffith, who made his home there,
and the late powerful state legislative leader,
Marc Basnight, who grew up and lived in Man-
teo.

Railey has promised to write a biography of

Griffith. I wish he would write one about Basnight.

Coincidently, Basnight’s sister, Dotty, plays a
major role in the book. Rainey writes that when
she was 35 in 1967, “she had cut her hair into a bob
and dyed it blond again. She was 35, but looked 25.
The town and the beach were hers.”

Thus, she looked something like Brenda Hol-
land, and that coincidence turns out to be import-
ant to Railey later on.

Ultimately, when Railey shares his conclusion
about who killed Holland, he is persuasive. But we
will never know if it would have been enough to
convince a jury beyond a reasonable doubt.

What we do know for sure is that Railey, already
widely admired as an investigative journalist, has
written a masterpiece of entertaining non-fiction.

It should serve as a model for any other writer
who wants to sort out an unsolved crime and
write a readable and entertaining book about it.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,”
at 11 a.m. Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-
TV. The program also airs on the North Carolina
Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and other times.

Backyard gardening

Watching our garden grow apace
under the blazing summer sun
brings me no end
of joy.

Imarried a
woman with a
green thumb. My
Elizabeth is more
of an herb and
flower kind of
gardener than the
fruit and vegeta-
ble kind, which is
fortunate since our
home is on a quar-
ter-acre lot. We simply do not have the
space for an orchard of peach trees or
towering rows of corn or mound after
mound of cucumber vines. We content
ourselves with growing basil, peppers
and parsley alongside the tomatoes
in our backyard. Terracotta pots hold
chives and lilies and begonias. Our
ponytail palms spend their summers
on the back deck; we roll them in and
out of the house on a furniture dolly
with the changing seasons.

For years my meager gardening
sKkills consisted of digging holes
where she pointed and pulling up
the plants she identified as weeds.
For this lack of working knowledge
I firmly blame Ransom Crump, the
man my grandmother married after
my grandfather died. Ranse told me
great tall tales and whopping lies,
filling my young head with such
nonsense about gardening that it has
taken decades to correct.

Ranse tilled the deep, narrow lot he
owned next to his house in the shadow
of the North Carolina mountains,
growing cucumbers and corn and
squash and beans in the reddest dirt
I ever saw. My grandmother pickled

DWAYNE
WALLS JR.
The
Roundabout

and canned what they grew, storing
the glass jars in a tidy larder off the
kitchen. They were from an older
generation that knew poverty not as
abstract economic theory, but as raw,
ravenous hunger, so they salted their
meats and canned their vegetables and
preserved their fruits as a matter of
life and death during a time when, as
the author Harry Crews wrote, “There
wasn’t enough cash money in the
county to close up a dead man’s eyes.”

“How’s your garden this year?”
I asked Ranse after Sunday dinner
one summer visit. We were sitting
on the porch, him in his rocker and
me in the metal glider that fasci-
nated my young mind no end.

“Oh jus’ turrble!” he replied.
Ranse and my Mamaw were also
folks who said “H’it war” for “it
was” and “warsh” instead of
“wash.” I looked over at the leafy
greenery beside the house and
said, “It looks like a jungle to me.”

“That’s just it!” he exclaimed
in mock anguish. “My vines grew
so fast that they drug ever’thang
clean around the garden. They
wore ‘em plumb out! Rubbed the
bottoms off'n ever’thang!”

For years I thought cucumbers and
squash and melons could be dragged
around the ground by their stems.
Not until I married Elizabeth was I
disabused of this delusion; only now,
after a decade of tutelage and a bit
of osmosis do I think of myself as a
backyard gardener. Not that I could
compete with Elizabeth, who invari-
ably knows the Latin genus/species
of whatever we are planting, but I
am proud to write that I can work
without adult supervision. Together
we put in Golden Cherry tomatoes,

Cherokee purples, Better Boys, and
a Red Dwarf tomato vine that looks
like a bush. We have a composting
bin for coffee grinds and corn husks
and other household waste, and we
buy loads of topsoil for me to work
into the Chatham County clay. We
also buy mulch for flower beds and
for making paths in the back yard.

I still dig the holes for plant-
ing, but while my hands might
be brown from dirt, my thumb
is finally green. Never mind that
when I crunch the numbers and
tally up the cost, each tomato costs
about four bucks a pop; gardening
is empowering. It is also powerfully
focusing activity: I dare anyone to
worry about current events and
pull weeds at the same time.

In 305 AD, Diocletian became the
first Roman Emperor to voluntarily
retire from public to private life.
When he was importuned to return
and end the civil wars marking the
rise of Constantine the Great, he is
reported to have said, “If you could
show the cabbage I planted with
my own hands to your emperor, he
definitely would not dare suggest
that I relinquish the peace and
happiness of this place with the
pursuit of power and the storms of
a never-satisfied greed.”

I feel as empowered as Caesar
himself.

Dwayne Walls Jr. has previous-

ly written a story about his late
father’s battle with Alzheimer’s
disease and a first-person recollec-
tion of 9/11 for the newspaper. Walls
is the author of the book “Backstage
at the Lost Colony.” He and his wife
Elizabeth live in Pittsboro.

A whole lotta clappin’

“If you're happy and you know it,

clap your hands,” the catchy chil-

dren’s song goes.
North Carolin-
ians are joining
our neighbors
across the nation
in smiling more,
going to restau-
rants, shopping,
attending church
and other events,
X and interacting so-
N.C. Spin cially with others,
according to new studies.

For many years the Gallup Orga-
nization has conducted nationwide
surveys to determine if people are
thriving, struggling or surviving.
This annual poll is often identified as
the happiness index and the just-re-
leased findings say we are happier
than we’ve been in 13 years. In June,
59.2% indicated they are thriving,
contrasted with only 46% in April of
last year, when we were in the throes
of COVID-19. In an Axios/Ipsos
poll only 9% reported their mental
health was worse than the week be-
fore, compared to 35% in March 2020.

And lest you think this has some-
thing to do with politics, percentages
for both Democrats and Republicans
were the same (8%). What is the
large or moderate risk that we won’t
return to our pre-COVID lifestyles?
In June only 28% believed it much
of arisk, compared to 73% who ex-
pressed the fear back in December.

TOM
CAMPBELL

What has changed to make us so
much more positive? The rollout of
the vaccine and large numbers being
vaccinated is the number one reason
given. The surging economy, number
of new jobs created and the largest
increase of wage growth in the past 20
years is also spawning optimism. We
are thrilled to renew social interactions
with family, friends and co-workers in
both small and larger gatherings.

Is this just a temporary happiness
spike or a longer-term reality? Anyone
who tells you they know that answer
for certain shouldn’t be trusted. How-
ever there are some things we can do to
help ensure our continued happiness.

First and most important is to
get the shot! It may not be the only
reason, but the primary factor in the
decline in North Carolina’s number
of new cases, hospitalizations and
deaths has been the numbers being
vaccinated. In recent days, new cases
and hospitalization numbers have
been inching up; in some states condi-
tions are getting dangerously worse
due to the Delta variant virus strain.

North Carolina’s vaccination record
is lower than the national average.
With the addition of data from federal
departments, 59% of those 18 and old-
er have had one dose of vaccine and
56% are fully vaccinated. Nationally,
67% of those 18 and older have had
one dose and 60% are fully vaccinated.
To prevent COVID from surging again
and perhaps restricting our newfound
freedoms (whether by government

2oln’ on

mandate or not) everyone needs to

get vaccinated. This isn’t political or
religious — it is good health advice
and common sense. You have to have
vaccinations to go to college, get many
jobs, travel or doing any number of
things. GET THE SHOT!

Second, use common sense as you
return to more normal life. Even if fully
vaccinated there might be some occa-
sions where you would be well advised
to wear a mask, especially in large
venues like concerts, sporting events or
festivals. Until things are totally back to
normal don’t take unwarranted risks.

One thing we've noticed is that North
Carolinians are once again demonstrat-
ing the hospitality and friendliness for
which our state is known. People are so
happy to see each other that they show
it through smiles, kindness and respect.
Happy people, thriving people, share
their optimism and positive attitudes
with others. It’s contagious. People
want to be around others who are kind,
neighborly and genuine.

We don’t have to clap our hands,
stomp our feet or shout “hurray”
to let people know how happy we
are because, as the song says, our
faces will surely show it.

Tom Campbell is a former assistant
N.C. State Treasurer and was the
creator/host of N.C. SPIN, a weekly
statewide television discussion of
N.C. issues that aired on UNC-TV
until 2020. Contact him at tom-
camp@carolinabroadcasting.com.
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MURDER

Continued from page Al

- Anthony Tyrone Seymore, 30, of
1677 Lower Moncure Rd., Sanford

« Arsenio Lawon Smith, 33, of 205
South Tenth Street, Apartment D7,

Siler City

- Timothy Lashon Eubanks, 42, of 405

East Sixth St., Siler City

All three are in jail at the Chatham
County Detention Center with no bond

allowed.

Police did not immediately identify
Brown as the victim after news of his
murder came out last month, nor did
they make early arrests after identify-
ing suspects. Wagner cited the unusual-
ly sensitive nature of the investigation
for his decision to withhold details.

“It was so intertwined in our commu-
nity that literally releasing information

would have cost people their lives,”

Seymore

Wagner told the News
+ Record. “There was
areal danger to our
community.”
Wagner declined to
elaborate further.
Besides the Siler
City Police Depart-
ment and NCSBI,
the Chatham County

District Attorney’s Office, Pittsboro Po-
lice Department and Chatham County

Sheriff’s Office were integral in carry-

ing out the murder investigation, Wag-
ner said, which is Siler City’s second in
the last six months.

Last month, an extradition team
retrieved Sergio “Yovani” Rodriguez
Pereira from Gwinnett County, Geor-
gia, where he’d fled after allegedly
shooting his brother-in-law, Ramon
Hernandez.

Hernandez, 28, died Dec. 20 in the
UNC-Chapel Hill
Medical Center after
he was shot several
times in the torso. He’d
been found earlier the
same day on Waterford
Street after authorities
received reports of
gunshots. A witness

Smith

to Wagner. In the last complete year

of data, the town had

Eubanks

later identified Rodri-

guez as the shooter.

Rodriguez, 24, faces one count of
first-degree murder and three counts
of assault with a deadly weapon among
other less serious charges. He was
scheduled to appear in court last month,
but his court date was moved to Sep-
tember 13. Court representatives did not

67 violent crimes, he
previously told the
board of commission-
ers, including murder
and rape, and 325
property crimes.
Since coming to Siler
City two years ago —
after spending most

of his career in Virginia — Wagner has

respond to News + Record requests for

an explanation of the postponement.
Siler City’s crime rate exceeds the
state and national average, according

sought to bolster his department’s staff
and improve the department’s relation-
ship with residents, which he says has
been strained in recent years.

“Without that relationship,” he said,
“this department will fail its communi-
ty. We can’t do it alone.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on
Twitter @dldolder.

IMMIGRANT

Continued from page Al

that works closely with
the town in an official
capacity.”

According to the
town’s resolution, the
seven-member committee
will provide the bridge
between the board and
immigrant residents, of-
fer strategies to promote
civic participation among
immigrant residents and
serve as a forum to both
discuss and address the
immigrant community’s
concerns.

And, perhaps most
importantly, committee
members will take the
lead on implementing
any and all recommen-
dations BIC identified to
better serve the town’s
immigrant residents.

“The Advisory Com-
mittee really was started
as a key next step, but
also a group of people
that can shepherd this
action plan in collabo-
ration with the town,”
Dubester said. “Other
organizations might be
involved, but in partic-
ular, (they’ll be) looking
at things that are related
to either action by the
town manager or action
by the chief or action by
the town commission-
ers, and move that ball
forward ... aside from
performing other func-
tions.”

According to the
town’s resolution,
eligible committee
members come from
“historically underrep-
resented communities”
with recent immigrant
ancestry — be that
from Latin America or
other parts of the world.
Though Siler City’s
immigrant population is
overwhelmingly Latino,
the committee’s not just
for Hispanic immigrants,
Dubester said.

“It was called the Lati-
no Advisory Committee,
but then another group
honed it in more and
changed it to Immigrant
Advisory Committee,”
she said. “We wanted it

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

The Hispanic Liaison’s staff, plus board vice chair Dennis Duke (third from right), pose in front of
its new Sanford satellite office. The Liaison partnered with the Town of Siler City and the Building
Integrated Communities project to survey the needs of Siler City’s immigrant community in 2017.

to be representative of
the other kinds of waves
that come through, and
there are other immi-
grants in town. So, we
wanted to be inclusive
of all immigrant com-
munities, and of all new
immigrant communities
— not people that have
been here for genera-
tions.”

As part of that, com-
mittee members must
either be foreign-born
or the children and/or
grandchildren of immi-
grants. That’s crucial,
said Hannah Gill, the
UNC Latino Migra-
tion Project’s program
director, especially since
knowledge of the immi-
grant experience is the
committee’s “primary
qualification.”

According to the res-
olution, members must
have a “vested interest
in immigrant communi-
ties,” plus the necessary
skills or knowledge to
serve that interest.

“It’s the close knowl-
edge of immigrating to
the United States and I

think living in this area
— those are key forms
of knowledge and
expertise,” she

community, you have to
have people that want to
be here, and they want

to stay here,” Mayor

said. “ ... Thisis Pro Tem Cindy
a committee for Bray told the News
people who are + Record, adding,
immigrants, “You have to be a
or people mem-
who are ber
recently of the
de- o 3 L com-
scended - munity.
from im- D E C H A T H A M People
migrants Chatham News + Record know who
who ™ CHATHAM . youare,
would  LUHOSPITAL | Mowuiitaive- “and
have UNC HEALTH CARE they
that knowledge. Thisisa  can trust you and say,
group that will hopefully  ‘Oh, yeah, I know so-
support the advancement and-so. ... That’s what
of alot of the recommen- a vested interest to me
dations of residents who is — someone that wants
are immigrants.” to stay and help the

Per the resolution, town in the community

committee members
don’t have to live in Siler
City to participate, but
when it comes to choos-
ing among the pool of
candidates, the town will
be looking for those with
the strongest connections
to Siler City.

“To me, if you want
to build a town or a

to grow in a good, posi-
tive way.”

Lynch added: “You
know, work, recreate, be
a part of the community
here, be involved wheth-
er it’s programming for
Parks & Recreation or
have a business here. Just
to have their focus on
Siler City.”

To apply, interested
applicants can submit
letters of interest to
the town clerk, Jenifer
Johnson, at jjohnson@
silercity.org by Aug.

9. The letters should
include applicants’
home addresses, contact
information, educational
background and current
jobs. Applicants should
also add in their level of
civic involvement, why
they wish to serve on the
committee and anything
else they deem neces-
sary.

“People can submit
anything that they would
like to,” Lynch said. “You
know, on other various
committees, people sub-
mit their resumes and all
their work history and
things like that that may
help them decide.”

All positions are un-
paid. Appointed commit-
tee members will serve
in three-year staggered
terms. Not all inaugural
committee members
will serve for the full
three years. Members
may stay on for a second

term if reappointed,
but must rotate off the
committee for at least
a year before serving a
third term.

Once formed, the
committee will deter-
mine its own meeting
schedule, but must meet
at least once a month,
if not more. Documen-
tation status doesn’t
matter, according to
Dubester.

“None of the town
committees have immi-
gration status require-
ments of any kind,” she
said, adding, “It wouldn’t
serve the purpose. We
know, everybody knows,
that proportion of our
community is undoc-
umented and needs
representation as well.
And this is a volunteer
service to the town of
Siler City, so it’s not an
issue.”

The application process
officially opened June 9,
when Johnson sent out
the notice in English and
Spanish, and will close on
Aug. 9.

“There’s a 30-day
window that we have to
allow for submissions,
and then, at that point,
she’ll (Johnson) compile
those,” Lynch said. “Our
next meeting will be the
16th of August. I'm not
sure if we will have time
to get everything togeth-
er for that meeting. It
may be September 6th
when they are submitted
to the board for their
review.”

Once the board re-
ceives the letters, Lynch
added, commaissioners
may choose first to
review the letters and
then bring them back to
another meeting to ask
questions or offer “dif-
ferent guidance about
what they would like to
see.”

“It’s all new,” he said.
“It’s probably just going
to develop as it comes
together as we move for-
ward with the process.”

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at
victoria@chathamnr.com.

The Siler City Board of Commissioners received a request from Mountaire Farms to close a portion of
East Third Street and East Fifth Street and all of Johnson Avenue. The Board of Commissioners will hold
a public hearing on Monday, August 2, 2021 at 6:30pm in the auditorium at Jordan-Matthews High
School located at 910 E Cardinal Street in Siler City. Input from the public is encouraged. Due to the
technology constraints of the location, this meeting will not be available by zoom. Interpretation for
Spanish speaking residents will be available.

The proposed portions to be closed are in orange on the map below, along with the proposed new road improvements.
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Siler City recibié una solicitud de
Mountaire Farms para cerrar una
parte de East Third Street y East
Fifth Streety toda Johnson Avenue.
La Junta de Comisionados llevara
a cabo una audiencia publica el
lunes, 2 deagostode 2021 alas6:30
pm en el auditorio de la escuela
secundaria
ubicada en 910 E Cardinal Street
en Siler City. Se fomenta la
aportacion del publico. Debido a
las limitaciones tecnoldgicas de la
ubicacion, esta reunién no estara
disponible mediante zoom. Habra
interpretacion
residentes de habla hispana.

Las partes propuestas que se
cerraran estdn en naranja en el
mapa a continuacion, junto con las
nuevas mejoras viales propuestas.

Jordan-Matthews,
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BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — For the first time ever,
Siler City has created a minimum non-
residential building code, and it could
be the deciding factor in elevating the
town’s sometimes-glum aesthetic.

When homes go unmaintained and
fall into disrepair, most towns have
ordinances permitting local officials
to oversee restorative measures, or in
extreme cases, to authorize demolition.
But few municipalities of Siler City’s
size have similar laws for nonresiden-
tial buildings.

“A lot of the smaller towns, they have
very few commercial properties, and
so they really don’t have a need for this
code,” said Dennis Pinnix, president
and CEO of Greensboro-based State
Code Enforcement Inc. Pinnix has
served as a frequent advisor to town
representatives as they developed Siler
City’s nonresidential code, and the
town contracts his company to assist
with enforcement.

“What triggered it for Siler City is
you do have commercial property and
if the owner lets it just sit and deterio-
rate and deteriorate, it becomes a real
eyesore for the citizens of town,” he
told the News + Record. “And then it

MINIMUM NONRESIDENTIAL CODE

New ordinance could be major step
toward Siler City’s revitalization

‘Done properly, code
enforcement is definitely an
economic development tool.’

JACK MEADOWS, Siler City Planning
Director

also becomes a safety and life hazard
for the community.”

Most Siler City residents will rec-
ognize the problem Pinnix describes.
For years, several prominent buildings
downtown and elsewhere have wast-
ed away. But until now, the town was
largely unable to address the issue.

“We would get complaints about
buildings and didn’t know how to ad-
dress it,” said Siler City Planning Direc-
tor Jack Meadows, whose department
manages the town’s code enforcement.
“And so that’s a good point because we
already have some of these buildings
on our list, because there were all those
complaints. So we know some of the
buildings we need to start working on
immediately, and now we finally can.”

Besides combating life-threatening
building degeneration, the code will
afford town staff the chance to enhance
overall aesthetic.

“You know, it’s one thing if a build-
ing is falling over and is going to kill

someone,” Meadows said. “We would’ve
found a way to fix that even before. But
what about paint peeling off a build-
ing? Or tattered awnings and window
fixtures? We couldn’t fix that, but now
we can.”

In a public meeting last Wednesday,
Meadows and Pinnix introduced the
new code — which the board of com-
missioners adopted in April —to a
group of building owners and other
interested residents.

“I think it went well,” Meadows said.
“T’d say about 20 came, mostly building
owners and business owners. When
Dennis asked if folks liked the new code,
almost everyone raised their hands.”

The minimum nonresidential code
was one of the Siler City Downtown
Advisory Committee’s highest prior-
ities over the past two years. Other
town-sponsored groups, such as the
Siler City Economic Development Stra-
tegic Five-Year Plan Steering Commit-
tee, similarly isolated building improve-
ment as an important step toward the
town’s revitalization.

Some property owners have ex-
pressed apprehension, though, fearing
they will not have enough time to
bring their buildings into compliance.
For such building owners, Meadows
emphasized the town will not demand

major improvements overnight.

“You get several weeks before we
even have a hearing and then you get
180 days to do the work,” he said. “And
then if you’ve got an active plan, you're
working on specific items, and you’ve
done some work, you can get exten-
sions from our staff. So it can be longer
than 180 days. We purposefully built
in mechanisms for long-term circum-
stances — this is not like you got to
turn it around in three or four weeks.
You get a lot of time.”

It will be challenging, Meadows
admits, working through the years-
long backlog of building issues which
the town can only now address. But
he expects the return on investment
will dramatically improve Siler City’s
economic positioning.

“Done properly,” he said, “code
enforcement is definitely an economic
development tool.”

Pinnix agrees.

“This is new for Siler City,” he said.
“But we want to create an environment
where people come to Siler City to shop
and hang out, and this code will help it
get there.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on
Twitter @dldolder.

CASES

Continued from page Al

“So you have half the
population, essentially,
with some really good
protection through
vaccines,” Zelek told
the News + Record in an
exclusive interview. “Yet
the cases are rising, and
we see this across the
state. So, are the num-
bers what they were in
January? No, but that
doesn’t mean they’re not
getting worse. And what
it looks like two weeks
from now, if these trends
continue, we’ll be worse
than we are today —
which is what our fear
is.”

Cases,
hospitalizations
increasing

COVID-19 cases and
hospitalizations, in pure
numbers, remain low in
the U.S. But outbreaks in
regions — and clusters in
small geographic areas
— are driving up rolling
7-day averages and other
statistical indicators
after months of positive
trends.

Across the U.S., new
cases of the coronavi-
rus increased nearly
70% in the last week
compared to the week
prior, based on data
from the CDC released
Friday, with hospital-
izations up 35.8% as
mask and gathering
restrictions loosened
and the Delta variant of
COVID-19 continued its
spread. North Carolina
saw a 77% increase in
new cases in the past
week, including four
straight days — last
Wednesday through
Saturday — with more
than 1,000 new cases.
On Saturday alone,
1,163 cases were re-
ported, the highest
single-day figure since
May 20, according to
the N.C. Dept. of Health
and Human Services.

More than 600 people
were hospitalized across
the state as a result of
COVID-19 early this
week — the highest
number in seven weeks
— with nearly a third
admitted to intensive
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Courtesy of CCPHD

CCPHD staff prepare vaccine doses for administering during a mass
vaccination event at the Chatham County Agriculture & Conference Center
in Pittsboro in this file photo.

care units.

Back in mid-June,
Chatham County’s
rolling 7-day average of
new cases was just 1.1.
Exactly one month later,
that number had risen
t0 3.9. Only 33 total new
cases were reported in
all of June in Chatham,
a number surpassed in
July before the month’s
first two weeks had
passed.

Globally, there have
been 190 million cases
and more than 4 mil-
lion deaths attributed
to COVID-19. Chatham
County has seen 4,802
cases and 89 deaths.

Among recent deaths
across the country,
though, more than 99%
have occurred among
the unvaccinated,
according to the CDC.
The unvaccinated also
account for more than
97% of recent cases
and hospitalizations —
prompting President
Joe Biden to declare on
Friday that “the only
pandemic we have is
among the unvaccinat-
ed.”

Experts say the Delta
variant of coronavirus
— a highly contagious
SARS-CoV-2 virus
strain, first identified
in December in India
—is also a factor in
driving the increased
number of cases. Its
higher transmissibility
rate — two-thirds more
contagious than pre-
vious strains, accord-
ing to Zelek — makes

“hyperlocal” outbreaks
more likely, particular-
ly in poorly vaccinated
areas. Zelek said he and
his team at the public
health department
have been “keeping

an eye on” the upward
curve and fretting over
whether it was “a blip”
or a significant trend
— particularly with
vaccination rates going
up as well.

“But we know about
Delta,” he said. “And
so I think that’s the
key factor. We know
how infectious it is. So
to me, yes, it is a cause
for concern. Not just
because of what we're
seeing in Chatham, but
what we’re seeing in the
state, and what we’re
seeing around the coun-
try. It mirrors those
trends.”

There are enough fac-
tors, Zelek said, to make
the increases “more than
a blip.”

The importance of
vaccines

In a press release
produced by the health
department late last
week, Zelek said that
94% of the new cases in
Chatham County were
among those not fully
vaccinated.

He reiterated then, as
he did in an interview
with the News + Record,
the importance of the
vaccines.

“...(W)e’re concerned,”
he said. “And that’s why

A

we’re continuing to ham-
mer home the message
— the best thing you can
do right now is get vacci-
nated.”

When asked about
the 6% of new cases not
coming from the un-
vaccinated or partially
vaccinated population,
Zelek described that
number as “really just
a handful of people.”
These “breakthrough”
cases — fully vacci-
nated who have tested
positive for COVID-19
— aren’t a surprise,
he said, because of the
tested efficacy of the
vaccines.

“They’re not 100%
effective all the time,” he
said, “so it’s not a sur-
prise that we’d be getting
(positive cases among the
unvaccinated) some-
where in the 90s.”

When it comes to
vaccination outreach,
Zelek said the depart-
ment’s efforts have been
focused on “census
blocks” that have been
more affected by case
rates, based on available
data and by disparities
noted within Chatham’s
population.

“And so we’ve done
a lot of targeted out-
reach,” he said. “We
made sure there were
options out in some
more rural areas of the
county — for example,
Goldston.”

Zelek also said he was
disappointed to see “ide-
ology or political mind-
set” create disparities in

‘From my vantage point, frankly, that’s
really disheartening. Because this is a
global problem, we should all be coming
together at the local level, then the state
level, the national level, and the global
level against a common enemy, which is

CoVID/’

MIKE ZELEK, Chatham County Public Health Depart-
ment, speaking about COVID-19 misinformation and

vaccine skepticism

how people in Chatham
County see coronavirus,
and particularly the
vaccines.

“Throughout the
pandemic, we’ve seen
how politics has played
into this,” he said in a
discussion about stark
differences between
the numbers of those
who identify as Re-
publican (47%) and
those who identify as
Democrats (6%) who
responded, in a recent
national poll, by saying
they “likely” or “defi-
nitely” wouldn’t get
vaccinated.

“From my vantage
point, frankly, that’s
really disheartening,”
Zelek said. “Because
this is a global problem,
we should all be coming
together at the local level,
then the state level, the
national level, and the
global level against a
common enemy, which is
COVID.”

Misinformation about
COVID and about the
vaccines has frustrated
him, he said.

“Ultimately, why I
care about it is because
people get sick and die,”
he said. “And right
now, those deaths are
preventable. If you're
fully vaccinated, you're
very unlikely to die from
COVID and you’re very
unlikely to go to the
hospital.”

His department’s work
has mirrored work done
by other local public
health agencies and
those across the state and
country, he said, adding:
“Everybody’s trying to
get the word out there.”

But because many of
the unvaccinated are
believing misinformation
about the virus and about
vaccines, they are opting
instead for vaccine hes-
itancy and even vaccine
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hostility.

As hospitalizations in-
crease sharply among the
unvaccinated in Chatham
County, Zelek says that’s
a hard fact to accept.

“We have these
preventable illnesses
and deaths,” he said.
“We could avoid these.
We have the resources,
we have the vaccine
in most places in the
world. You look around,
you look at the rates
... it’s not because the
vaccine’s not there.
We’ve had great access
to vaccines pretty much
throughout our county,
throughout the state,
throughout the country,
for several months now

“But we’re obviously
not going to force people
to get it,” he said. “We
try to make it as easy as
possible. We're sharing
all the information we
can to build confidence in
the vaccine ...”

The tools are in place,
Zelek said, to stop
COVID-19. But it won’t
happen until more of the
unvaccinated get vacci-
nated. For “ideologies,
or misinformation, or
whatever you want to call
it,” he said, to stop some-
one from considering the
vaccine hurts the entire
county.

“It does nobody any
good,” he said. “And for
us in the health depart-
ment, I don’t care who
you are, where you live,
what your background
is ... we have equity-fo-
cused efforts. We want
you to get vaccinated
when you're eligible
because it does you good,
it does your loved ones
good. And it does the
community good. And it
will allow us to get back
to normal — to not live
in fear of risk of illness
and death.”
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2021 ELECTIONS

Pittsboro residents, here are your
candidates for office

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Following
state-authorized elections
delays for many of North
Carolina’s municipalities and
cities, Pittsboro and Goldston
will be the only of Chatham’s
towns to host major elections
in 2021.

Municipal elections — in-
cluding mayoral and commis-
sioner races — occur biennial-
ly in odd-numbered years. This
year should have seen elections
for all of Chatham’s towns:
Pittsboro, Siler City, Cary and
Goldston. Instead, Pittsboro
and Goldston residents alone
will have the chance to reevalu-
ate their representatives.

Every 10 years, municipal-
ities, cities and states must
assess their voting districts
and amend them to ensure fair
and equal representation for
all members of the electorate.
Districts need not change if the
population has been largely
inert over the previous decade,
but that scenario is unlikely for
Chatham towns, which have
evolved considerably in recent
years.

Redistricting is due in 2021,
but to draw new maps munici-
palities need up-to-date census
data, the arrival of which pan-
demic disruptions have delayed
by several months.

To permit municipalities
time to evaluate their districts,
the General Assembly ratified

a bill last month, Senate Bill
722, that will postpone many
2021 municipal elections until
March 2022. Thirty-five munic-
ipalities originally scheduled
for 2021 elections organize and
elect officials according to dis-
tricts or wards. Siler City and
Cary are among them.

Goldston uses wards for
organizational purposes, but
officials are elected at large.
Goldston’s filing period will
end at noon on Friday, August
13, at which point the board
of elections will release the
town’s candidates.

For now then, only Pittsboro
— which does not use districts
or wards for any purposes and
closed filing last Friday — has
finalized its roster of candi-
dates.

Three seats are up for grabs,
each of them contested.

Mayor

Pittsboro Mayor Jim Nass
is concluding his first term,
which he won by default in
2019 after then-Mayor Cindy
Perry chose not to run for
reelection. But after a two-year
hiatus, Perry is back and look-
ing to reclaim her seat.

“(I) was pleased to have gov-
erned with respect and civility
with the Board, broadened the
voice of the electorate, sup-
ported local business and dealt
with governance in a balanced
and fair manner,” Perry said of
her previous terms in a state-
ment released after the filing

period closed Friday.

In her four years as mayor,
Perry worked with the board
and staff to establish many
of the town’s policies with
respect to the infant Chatham
Park development. She also
presided over the board as it
drafted early renditions of the
Unified Development Ordi-
nance, fostered a relationship
with Sanford to build a new
force main and navigated the
town’s enduring water quality
struggles.

If she wins another term,
Perry says she will empha-
size continued water quality
improvement per recommen-
dations from the town’s water
quality advisory group. She
also plans to sponsor a “‘Com-
munity Cabinet’ to review and
recommend policies for the
Board to consider,” she said in
a press release.

“Our town has many people
who have expertise in science
and government,” she said,
“and we need to give them a
voice and utilize their knowl-
edge. The town board and
administration cannot be an
expert in every field facing the
town, and this cabinet could
assist the town in a profound
way.”

Perry, a retired real estate
attorney, is a Pittsboro resident
of more than 40 years. She
volunteers with the Chatham
County Historical Museum
and with Second Bloom, a local
domestic violence agency.

“The community needs and
deserves proven leadership
and unity,” Perry said in her
release, “now that the town is
emerging from the pandemic
... There are many wonderful
things about our town and our
citizens, and I intend to be a
good listener and an able am-
bassador for our citizens.”

Nass, however, hopes to
retain the mayor’s seat. Since
moving to Pittsboro in 2007, he
has served the town in several
capacities. As chairman of the
Pittsboro ABC Board, Nass
oversaw several organization-
al adjustments which added
more than $100,000 in annual
town revenue. He also served
as chairman for the Chatham
Park Additional Elements
Committee, he was a found-
ing member of Main Street
Pittsboro, former chairman of
the town’s Affordable Housing
Task Force and interim chair-
man of the Pittsboro Afford-
able Housing Committee.

Calls to Nass’ office were not
returned by press time Tues-
day.

Commissioners

Two commissioner seats
are up for reelection this year.
Incumbents Pamela Baldwin
(who is also Mayor Pro Tem)
and Michael Fiocco have each
served many years on the
board and hope to retain their
positions.

A third candidate, James
Vose Jr., will look to unseat one

of them.

Goldston Gulf Sanitary
District board members

The filing period for Gold-
ston Gulf Sanitary District
board members should have
closed last week. Final can-
didates have not been con-
firmed, however. On Friday,
the Chatham County Board of
Elections held an emergency
meeting to extend the GGSD’s
filing period.

“The sanitary district has
two seats open and only one
person came in to file,” BOE
Director Pandora Paschal
told the News + Record. “N.C.
election law allows the board to
extend the filing period.”

Persons interested in filing
for candidacy to serve on the
Goldston Gulf Sanitary Dis-
trict board who live within the
sanitary district may file until
noon on Friday, July 23. As of
last Friday, when the regular
filing period concluded, only
Adam Pickett — a current
board member and Pittsboro
water plant superintendent —
had filed for candidacy.

The 2021 election will be on
Nov. 2. Early voting is sched-
uled to begin on Oct.14 and ab-
sentee ballots will be available
by Oct. 3.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be
reached at dldolder @cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.
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Ways to
Shop...

Shop Southern
Jewelers & SAVE

Like Us On

Facebook

OUTH

143 S Steele St

Historic Downtown Sanford

YEARS

in the store!*
Let’s do the math!

If an item is:
$100 - you pay $30
$300 - you pay $90

Lora Wright

VISA

=

Since 1991

PERCENT PAID
Pay only 30% of everything

$1000 - you pay $300

nceredited Jewelry
Professional by the
Gemological Institute of
America. Past President of
N.C. Jewelers Association,
Graduate Diamond Diploma
from GIA. Certified by

Jewelers of America.
*Citizenship watches excluded.

ELERS

THANK YOU FOR 80 YEARS!

SALE
RUNS

Tues 8/10 —

Sat 8/14
@ 2pm

Tracey Dinkens Schoolcraft
Sales Associate

Adrian Smith
Master Jeweler
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MRS. GEORGIA BERNICE SILER

i Mrs. Georgia Bernice Siler, 89, of
Siler City, passed away on Thursday,
July 15, 2021, at her home.

Mrs. Siler was born in Chatham
County on September 1, 1931, to the
late Web and Mary Taylor.

Bernice was a faithful member of
the First Missionary Baptist Church
until her health declined. She loved
her family and proudly spent her
years taking care of them. Bernice
is preceded in death by her husband,
Marvin Junior Siler, three brothers,

and one sister.

She is survived by her daughters, Melinda Walden of
Siler City, Deborah Alston and husband Jerry of Siler City,
Minister Cheryl Siler-Jones of Siler City, Evangelist Pamela
Moffitt of Siler City, Anita Dickson and husband Norman of
Greensboro, and Dr. Demetria Siler of South Carolina; son,
Barney Siler and wife Robin of Siler City; brother, Bobby A.
Taylor and wife Gerlene of Pittsboro; four sisters-in-law, two
brothers-in-law, 13 grandchildren, 21 great grandchildren,
and four great-great grandchildren.

The family received friends Monday, July 19, 2021, from 6
to 8 p.m., and Tuesday, July 20, 2021 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at
First Missionary Baptist Church, 914 Martin Luther King
Blvd., Siler City, N.C. The funeral service was held at 2
p.m. on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at First Missionary Baptist
Church, with Rev. Barry Gray officiating and eulogy by
daughter, Evangelist Pamela Moffitt. Burial was in First
Missionary Baptist Church cemetery. The family requested
that you wear a mask.

Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com .

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home assisted the Siler Family.

KENNETH LEE TROGDON SR.

Kenneth Lee Trogdon Sr., 78, of
Chapel Hill passed away on Friday,
July 16, 2021, at his home.

Mr. Trogdon was born in Chatham
County on April 19, 1943, the son of
the late Luva B. and the late Fleta
Perry Trogdon. Kenneth was a Vet-
eran serving in the National Guard.
He was an avid golfer and a die-hard
Duke fan. Kenneth spent his working
years self-employed as a carpenter.

He is survived by his daughters,
Amy Reddick of Asheboro, and
Wendy L. Tamplin and husband Chris of Asheboro; son,
Kenneth Lee Trogdon, Jr. and wife Cressida Lamy of Chapel
Hill; sister, Barbara Rachel of Siler City; grandchildren,
Natalie Leonhardt and husband Dalton of Hamlet, and Au-
tumn Beane and husband Luke of Asheboro; great-grand-
children, Dayton and Henry Beane, and Delany Leonhardyt.

The family will receive friends Saturday, July 24, 2021,
from 2 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230
North Second Avenue, Siler City, N.C.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Liberty
Hospice Services, 3414 N. Duke Street, Suite 201, Durham,

N.C. 27704.

Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com .

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Trogdon

family.

ANDREW BRENT ELMORE SR.

Andrew Brent Elmore Sr., 52, of Bear
Creek passed away on Tuesday, July
6, 2021, at his home.

Mr. Elmore was born in Chatham
County on July 1, 1969, the son of
Bobby Lee Elmore and Joan Brewer
Webster.

Andy was a member of Emmaus
Baptist Church. He was a 1988
graduate of Jordan-Matthews High
School. He was a 25-year employee
of the N.C. Dept. of Transportation.
Andy is preceded in death by his father, Bobby Lee Elmore;
step-father, Ralph Louis Faukner; brother and sister-in-law,
Monte and Janice Asa Faulkner; godfather, Linuel Efird;
maternal grandparents, Robert and Bessie Jessup Brew-
er; and paternal grandparents, Hoyt and Johnsie Brooks
Elmore.

He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Emily Caldwell
Elmore; daughter, Kaylee Elmore; and son, Andrew “Drew’
Brent Elmore Jr., all of the home; and mother, Joan Brewer
Webster and husband, Russell of Siler City; brothers, Rod
Faulkner (Becky) of Nebraska; Brantley Webster (Pam),
Dan Webster (Georgia), all of Siler City; sister, Julie Webster
Dunn (Charlie) of Iowa; and godmother, Dorothy Gilbert
Efird of Siler City. Also, the extended families of the Brew-
ers, Faulkners and Websters.

A memorial service was held on Saturday, July 10, 2021,
at 11 a.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, with Pastor
Steve Moore officiating. Burial was at Hickory Mountain
Baptist Church Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Emmaus Baptist Church,

2430 Silk Hope-Gum Springs Road, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312 or
Hickory Mountain Baptist Church, 1094 Mt. Vernon-Hickory
Mountain Road, Siler City, N.C. 27344.

i

MARIE BRAKER MARSH
STUBITS

Marie Braker Marsh Stu-
bits, 94, of Sanford formerly
of Bath, Pennsylvania, passed
away on July 12, 2021, at Hos-
pice Care of UNC Health in
Pittsboro.

The family received friends
on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at 10
a.m. at Schisler Funeral Home,
2119 Washington Avenue,
Northampton, Pennsylvania.
The graveside service followed
at 11 a.m. at St. Peters UCC
Church Cemetery. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held Sat-
urday, July 24, 2021, at 10 a.m.
at New Hope, Sanford Church
with Pastor Josh Conklin and
Deacon Mark Westrick offici-
ating.

Marie was born April 8,
1927, to the late Harry J. and
Florence Marsh in Seemsville,
Pennsylvania. She was pre-
ceded in death by husband,
Stephen L. Stubits, and her
parents and sisters, Lillian
Saylor and Marion Coleman.
She was a seamstress for
many years at Mary Fashions
in Pennsylvania. She was a
devout Catholic.

She is survived by her son,
Glenn D. Stubits of Sanford;
daughter, Jacqueline S. Parker
of Jefferson Township, Penn-
sylvania; three grandchildren,
five great-grandchildren, and
two great-great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions can
be made to Sanford Lions Club,
PO Box 892, Sanford, N.C. 27330
or a charity of one’s choice.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-

ROY NEIL CRENSHAW JR.

Roy Neil Crenshaw Jr., 78, of
Pittsboro, died Monday, July
19, 2021, at home.

There are no services
planned at this time.

Roy was born in Cumberland
County, on August 24, 1942, to the
late Roy Neil Crenshaw Sr. and
Irma Paschall Crenshaw. He was
also preceded in death by one
sister, Ann Crenshaw Harris.

Survivors include his wife,
Penny Crenshaw of Pittsboro;
sons, Gordon Crenshaw of
Walnut Creek, California, Neil

home.com.
Local arrangements by
Bridges-Cameron Funeral

Crenshaw and Andrew Cren-
shaw, both of Durham, N.C.
In lieu of flowers the family

asks for donations to be made =~ Home.

in Roy's memory toacharity ) \ o oNv FOSTER
f hoice.

of your choice RICHARDSON

Condolences may be made at
www.donaldsonfunerals.com.

CONRANGE VICTOR
FLACK JR.

Mr. Conrange Victor Flack
dJr., 89, of Salisbury passed
away on Friday, July 16, 2021.

Arrangements are entrusted
to Knotts Funeral Home.

Mr. Anthony Foster Rich-
ardson, 74, of Sanford, passed
away on Wednesday, July 7,

Medical Center.
Funeral service was held at 1

Church of God, with burial fol-
lowing at Lee Memory Garden.

2021, at Grand Strand Regional

pm. Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at the

MARGARET BREWER
MILLER

Margaret Brewer Miller, 96,
of New Hill, passed away on
Thursday, July 15, 2021, at San-
ford Health and Rehabilitation.

A graveside service was held
on Monday, July 19, 2021, at 11
a.m. at New Elam Christian
Church Cemetery with Pastor
Val Chadwick officiating.

She was born in Lee County
on May 18, 1925, to the late Wil-
liam Thomas Brewer and Carrie
Hughes Brewer. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded
in death by her husbands Floyd
Stamey Olinger, E.J. Miller and
eight brothers and sisters.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Ruth Ellis and Linda
Page, both of New Hill; sister,
Thelma Medlin of Carthage;
four grandchildren, nine
great-grandchildren and four
great-great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

RICKY DEAN GRAHAM

Ricky Dean Graham, 60, of
Sanford, died Saturday, July 17,
2021, at Liberty Commons.

The funeral was held at Olivia
Presbyterian Church on Wednes-
day, July 2, 2021, at 2 p.m. with
Rev. George Walton and Rev.

Bob Johnson presiding. Burial
followed in the church cemetery.

Ricky was born in Lee
County on December 2, 1960,
to Barbara Gilmore and Alford
Autry Graham. He worked in
telecommunications for Alltel.

Survivors include his parents,
Alford and Barbara G. Graham,
both of Sanford; sons, Ricky
Graham Jr. and Steven Michael
Graham, both of Broadway;

a stepson, Barry Matthews

Jr. of Cameron; daughters,
Rachel Graham of Sanford,;
step-daughter, Dee Graham

of Whispering Pines; brother,
Alfred Graham of Broadway;
sisters, Denise Schreckengost
and Crystal Copas, both of
Sanford; six grandchildren, and
one great-grandchild.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

DOUGLAS GUNTER
JOHNSON

Douglas Gunter Johnson,
93, of Sanford, passed away
on Saturday, July 17, 2021.

Funeral services will be
held at 4 p.m. on Thursday,
July 22, 2021, at Jonesboro
Heights Baptist Church with
the committal service follow-
ing at Buffalo Cemetery. The
family will receive friends at
Jonesboro Heights Baptist
Church in the McDowell Hall
from 2:30 - 4 p.m., also on
Thursday.

Doug Johnson was born
on September 5, 1927, in Lee
County and was the son of
the late Jefferson D. and Rose
Ella Gunter Johnson. He was
the former owner/operator
of the Palomino Motel and
restaurant. He was a member
of Jonesboro Heights Bap-
tist Church where he served
in many roles from Sunday
School Teacher to Chairman
of the Deacons. He coached
little league baseball for 25
years.

Survivors include his
wife of 68 years, Virginia;
children: Tanya McDowell,
Belinda Bond and Duran
Johnson; seven grandchil-
dren, and four great grand-
children.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home
Inc.

CLIFTON LEE KING

Clifton Lee King, 31, of
Chapel Hill passed away on
Saturday, July 3, 2021, at his
home.

Funeral service was held at
10:30 a.m., Saturday, July 17,
2021, at Knotts Funeral Home
in Chapel Hill.

ADRIAN DEJESUS
ROMERO

Mr. Adrian DedJesus Ro-
meo, 85, of Sanford, passed
away on Monday, July 1,
2021, at Central Carolina
Hospital.

The funeral mass was
held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
July 17, 2021, at St. Ste-
phens Catholic Church.
Burial followed at Lee
Memory Garden.

DOMINGO TADEO
HERNANDEZ

Domingo Tadeo Hernandez,
717, of Sanford passed away on
Sunday, July 18, 2021, at his
residence.

Arrangements are en-
trusted to Knotts Funeral
Home.

THOMAS LEONARD
BRANCH

Thomas Leonard Branch,
70, of Sanford, passed away on
Wednesday, July 7, 2021, at his
home.

Arrangements are en-
trusted to Knotts Funeral
Home.

TAKINA PATRICE
BRISTOW

Takina Patrice Bristow, 44,
of Sanford, passed away on
Saturday, July 17, 2021, at her
residence.

Arrangements by Knotts
Funeral Home.

SILER CITY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Commissioners initiate road improvements

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City will spend
almost $370,000 over the next year to re-
pave sections of 10 major roads — about
23% more than originally allocated in
the budget for fiscal year 2021-22 — fol-
lowing approval by the town’s board of
commissioners in its regular meeting
Monday.

Repair work will include complete
resurfacing at several locations plus
isolated crack fills where necessary.

“Chris (McCorquodale) has been
trying to receive bids now for a number
of months,” Town Manager Roy Lynch
said of the town’s public works and
utilities director. “They’ve been slowly
coming in, but we only received two.”

The lower bid, from Waugh Asphalt
Inc., was $367,961.56.

“So that’s about $67,000 higher than
we budgeted,” Lynch said, “which is
why we’re bringing it back to the board
to for a budget amendment.”

Despite some early apprehension, the
commissioners voted unanimously to
approve the budget amendment and to
contract Waugh Asphalt.

The roads to be repaired are South
Sears Avenue, East Ninth Street, North
Third Street, East Tenth Street, West
Dolphin Street, West Elk Street, North
Glenn Avenue, North Dogwood Avenue,
West Raleigh Street and Cemetery Drive.

Third Street road hearing

Siler City’s board will host a public
hearing at 6:30 p.m. on August 2 in the
Jordan-Matthews High School audi-
torium for town residents to discuss
potential road closures and re-routing
near Mountaire Farms.

The board scheduled the hearing last
month in its first major move toward
approving the poultry processor’s
proposal to close and reroute portions
of East Third Street, East Fifth Street
and all of Johnson Avenue. Mountaire
had previously approached the board
with its request at least eight times, as
reported by the News + Record. A time-
line submitted by the company lists
more than 40 total interactions between
company representatives, the Town of
Siler City and the N.C. Dept. of Trans-
portation concerning the potential road
closures.

Unless convinced at next month’s
public hearing that road closures are
contrary to the public’s best interest or
the rights of nearby property owners,
the commissioners will likely adopt
an order to permanently re-route the
streets, after which the decision will be

submitted to NCDOT, which can affirm
or overturn the board’s decision.

Other action

The commissioners approved re-
placement of the town’s travel policy
for Siler City staff. A revised policy took
effect on July 20.

Updated items include procedures,
reimbursements and allowable expens-
es. Staff recommended the adjustment
to standardize and simplify the process
by which employees request reimburse-
ment, Town Finance Director Tina
Stroupe said. The updated policy is also
designed to minimize personal liability
for Siler City employees when they
travel for work.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached
at dldolder @chathamnr.com and on
Twitter @dldolder.
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PREMIER CROSSWORDY/ By Frank A. Longo OUT OF IT

ACROSS 50 It fills la mer 102 Square 6 Leave for a 48 Lagoon 81 Necessarily
1 Four-string 51 Riddle, part 3 yardage, short time surrounder 82 Sleeveless
guitar 57 Becomes e.g. 7 Spy novelist 49 Christen cloak
5 Bits of land in familiar with 103 Instant replay Deighton 51 Core group 83 Arabian chief
el agua anew option 8 Exhibit works 52 Frisky 85 Pooch noise
10 Luca Brasi 59 Per-unit price 104 Expressive 9“.. or —told” swimmer 86 Misters
in “The 60 Mortise rock genre 10 Drag racer 53 Uncool sort 87 Agent's cut
Godfather,” insertion 105 — Leppard 11 New York 54 About 88 “... there —
e.g. 61 Ambulance (rock band) home of 55 Lower-class, square”
16 Soft infant VIPs 106 Mythical Cornell to Brits 91 Something
food 62 Decorative man-goats 12 Relative ofa 56 Growl hilarious
19 Life — know dashboard 109 “In the red,” stickpin threateningly ~ 92 Fabric
it finish eg. 13 Raging crowd 58 Warning with raised
20 New Mexico 66 Chain in 111 Division of 14 PDQ’s cousin initials above designs
or Colorado biology history 15 Emperor after an internet 94 Grapple with,
county 67 Riddle, part 4 115 Concorde, Claudius | link slangily
21 Useless 73 China’s Chou e.g., in brief 16 City on the 59 Hair bases 95 Slate clearer
22 Division of En- — 116 Riddle’s llinois River 62 Actress Kate 96 Attachment to
history 74 Like many answer 17 Ralph Lauren of “Grey’s a dog or cat
23 Start of a soda bottles, 120 Grassland competitor Anatomy” collar
riddle volume-wise 121 Henner of 18 Pale hue 63 Of sheep 97 “House”
26 Mantra 75 Purposely “Taxi” 24 Actress Skye 64 “Casablanca” actress Wilde
syllables ignore 122 — Island 25 Main parts of woman 98 Old-time Ford
27 Old-time 76 Book of (Providence’s churches 65 Prized buy 99 NASA
cleaning cake charts state) 30 Fuel rating for a coin countdown
28 Tennis’ Safin 79 IRS form IDs 123 0Id TV's — 33 Galas collector term
29 Not skilledin 80 “—is a May Clampett 34 On the Red, 67 Nailon a 100 Ferber of
atall virtue” 124 Work unit e.g. paw fiction
31 Heavy weight 84 Riddle, part 5 125 Workout wear 36 Former 68 Pledge 101 — regions
32 All —sudden 87 In honor of 126 Planted senator Trent 69 Brand of (Hades)

35 Spoken 89 Small river 127 Some deli 38 Open slightly sneakers 107 Crater edges
37 French movie 90 — -mutuel loaves 39 City in Alaska 70 Didn't win 108 Novelist Irwin
theater betting 40 Four-piece 71 Hang it up 110 Corp. VIPs

38 Riddle, part2 91 Oxygen- DOWN band 72 App that asks 112 Squeezed
44 President requiring 1 Cry noisily 41 Writer “Where to?” (out)
Biden bacterium 2 Ghostly pale Capote, 77 Frolicking 113 Be in power
45 Speaks 93 Start for 3 Real bargain to pals 78 Move back 114 Jubilant cries
46 Singer Turner center or 4 Electric eye, 42 Org. in many and forth 117 Exist
47 Tell el — (Nile Pen eg. spy novels 80 Open 118 “So that's
excavation 94 End of the 5 “The Tall 43 Make a ski tourney, your trick!”
site) riddle Corn State” mask, maybe often 119 Wrecker’s job
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Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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Exceptional
Home Goods and More
at Discount Prices

NEW OWNERS!

Saturday, July 31 - 10:30AM to 6:30PM

25% OFF all marked prices & deeper
discount on select items!

Stop by to see our small kitchen appliances, dishes,
glassware, household items, linens, lamps, rugs, furniture,
clothing, toys and more.

308 W Raleigh St., Siler City « KKLiquidationNC@gmail.com

CHURCH NEWS

parking lot at FM 87.9.
Masks are optional for
the fully vaccinated. The

BROWN’S CHAPEL
U.M.C.

Hear your favorite

hymns, classical music, church islocated at 355
and original compo- Chicken Bridge Rd. in
sitions at Brown’s Pittsboro.

Chapel United Meth-

odist Church at 7 p.m. CAMERON GROVE AME
on Sunday, July 25, as ZION CHURCH

we share “An Evening

of Music with Oliver The 145th homecoming

celebration will be held
at 10 a.m., at Cameron
Grove AME Zion Church,
in-person on Sunday,
July 25. Pastor Kenneth

Mitchum.” A reception
will follow in the Fel-
lowship Hall.

A radio broadcast will
be available in the church

Swann will serve as the
messenger.

The annual revival
service will be held
in-person on Monday,
July 26, at 7:30 p.m. The
evangelist will be Pastor
Charles Mathews of
Union Grove AME Zion
Church of Bear Creek.
Musical guests will in-
clude Restored Worship
of Linden.

The church is located
at 309 Vernon St., Broad-
way.

HORNER - TABOR EXCHANGE VOWS

Cathy Leigh Horner and John J \‘
Wheeler Tabor, both of Chapel Hill,
were united in marriage on Saturday, A o -
May 1, 2021, at the Forest Theatre at
UNC-Chapel Hill, with Selina Troesch
Munster officiating.

The bride is the daughter of Charles
and Chung Horner of Fayetteville, for-
merly of Goldston. She attended Cha-
tham Central High School, UNC-Chapel
Hill and graduate school at the Univer-
sity of South Florida. She is currently
employed as a Digital Health Research
Project Manager at the University of
California in San Francisco.

The groom is the son of Anna Tabor
of Chapel Hill and the late Stan Ta-
bor. He attended Durham Academy,
UNC-Chapel Hill and graduate school
at the University of Southern Califor-
nia. He is employed as Video Game
Brand Manager at Ubisoft.

Candice Horner, sister of the bride,
served as maid of honor. Bridesmaids
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were Suzanne Landers, Autumn Keifer,
and Tess Tabor and Julianna Rozycki,
both sisters of the groom.

Serving as the flower girl was Nina
RozyckKi, niece of the groom. Jack Day,
Liam Day, Troy Rozycki and Owen
RozyckKi all serving as ringbearer.

Nick Gallo and Garrett Manis,
cousin of the groom, served as best
men. Groomsmen were Brett Mun-

the bride.

ster, Greg Woodburn, Hamilton
Engram and John Horner, brother of

Following the ceremony, dinner was
held at La Residence Restaurant.

The couple had a mini-moon at the
Biltmore Estate.

They are currently making their
home in Chapel Hill.

Courtesy of the Chatham Sheriff’s Office

Pet of the Week:
CHIPMUNK

The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office would
like you to meet Chipmunk, a spayed female
who is approximately ten months old and

as cute as can be! She earned her name for
her chubby cheeks and squeaky meows and
quickly solidified herself as a staff favorite at
the Animal Resource Center (ARC). Chipmunk
loves attention and even enjoys being held
and cuddled by humans! Her favorite spot

is snuggled into the cozy base of your neck
where she can purr enthusiastically and
nuzzle you with her nose. If you are sitting on
a couch or recliner, she will likely curl up on
your lap or claim a perch on your shoulder
where she can “knead biscuits” on your achy
trapezius muscles. If working from home has
you feeling bored or stiff, Chipmunk will make
an ideal roommate/companion! Chipmunk’s
adoption fee is only $20 and covers her spay,
microchipping, vaccines and more! For more
information about how to meet or adopt
Chipmunk or another pet, please contact the
Sheriff’s Office Animal Resource Center (ARC)
at 919-542-7203 to schedule an appointment
for a visit at 725 Renaissance Dr., Pittsboro.

<28, LIONS €LUB
AGME. TRUCKLOAD
CHICKEN SALE!

. ,
TRUCKLOAD SALE!

FRESH FRESH FRESH
BONELESS || TENDERS PARTY
BREASTFILLETS|| 10 LB. WINGS
10 LB. CASES CASES 10 LB. CASES
$22 Each||%25 Each||®25 Each

($2.20/LB) ($2.50/LB) ($2.50/LB)

FRESH FRESH

LEG BONELESS
QUARTERS THIGHS

40 LB. CASES 10 LB. CASES

$25 Each $18 Each
($.625/LB) ($1.80/LB)

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST-VERY LIMITED SUPPLY
Cash or Credit/Debit Cards * No Limit On Any Items ¢ All Sales Final

THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2021
5:30 PM UNTIL 8:30 PM
Truck Parked at Wilson Brothers
20412 NC HWY 902-Bear Creek, NC
SALE SPONSORED BY: SOUTH CHATHAM LIONS CLUB. PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT

THE LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS. AVAILABLE ITEMS SUBJECT TO
\ CHANGE WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO AVAILABILITY OF PRODUCTS /

Honor students

CHATHAM COUNTY
FARM BUREAU HONORS
GRADUATES

Chatham County
Farm Bureau President
Charles Lutterloh and
Phil Gowins, board
member presented the
following scholarships.

Bailey Jones, $2,000
scholarship; she will be
attending NCSU.

Morgan Lineberry,
$2,000 scholarship;
she will be attending
NCSU.

Caleb Webster, $2,000
scholarship; she will be
attending NCSU.

Hunter Batchelor,
$1,000 scholarship; he
will be attending Wake
Tech.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC
CONFERENCE
ACADEMIC
HONOREE

Tyler Romel has been
named to the Middle
Atlantic Conference
Academic Honor Roll.
He is a member of the
Lebanon Valley College
in Annville, Pennsylva-
nia, and a graduate of
Northwood High School
in Pittsboro.

COASTAL CAROLINA
UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE
ANNOUNCED

Coastal Carolina
University recognized
Jimmy Godwin, as
a graduate. Heis an
Intelligence & National
Security Studies major
from Moncure. CCU is
located in Conway, S.C.

AUTRY OFFERED
SCHOLARSHIP

Austin Peay State
University of Clarks-
ville, Tennessee, has
announced that Brandon
Autry of Siler City has
been offered the Provost
Out-of-State Scholar-
ship for high-achieving
freshmen for the fall 2021
semester.

EMORY & HENRY
COLLEGE GRADUATE

Emery Laethem has
been awarded a BA
from Emory & Henry
College in Emory, Vir-
ginia.
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Senate releases new version of bill which could
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limit how schools teach American history
MCCLELLAN
Nows'+Recora St | et wmremeee | What's in the revised
A state Senate education — o Jsg;ﬁis’:::'m ) H B.ll 324?
committee took up revised HOUSE BILL 324 . Ouse 1 .
legislation last week that
prohibits public schools To... recognize the equality and Here’s are the 13 concepts public schools

from “promoting certain
concepts,” including that the
United States was created
by members of a particular
race or sex for the purpose
of oppressing members of
another race or sex.

That legislation, House
Bill 324, was first filed in
March under the name, “En-
suring Dignity & Nondis-
crimination/Schools.” The
revised bill, which Senate
Leader Phil Berger (R-Dist.
30) announced would be
taken up last Wednesday,
has yet to be named.

Democrats, joined by
many educators, worry
the legislation would pre-
vent schools from having
accurate discussions about
the country’s history as it
pertains to race and sex.
Still, Republicans warn
such measures are neces-
sary to guard against the
indoctrination of students.

“Children must learn
about our state’s racial
past and all of its ugliness,
including the cruelty of
slavery to the 1898 Wilm-
ington massacre to Jim
Crow,” Berger wrote in a
statement last week. “But
students must not be forced
to adopt an ideology that is
separate and distinct from
history; an ideology that
attacks ‘the very founda-
tions of the liberal order,’
and that promotes ‘present
discrimination’ — so long
as it’s against the right
people — as ‘antiracist.””

The original bill
prohibited the “promo-
tion” of seven concepts,
including: “one race or sex
is inherently superior to
another race or sex,” “an
individual, solely by virtue
of his or her race or sex, is
inherently racist, sexist, or
oppressive, whether con-
sciously or unconsciously”
and that “any individual,
solely by virtue of his or
her race or sex, should feel
discomfort, guilt, anguish,
or any other form of psy-
chological distress.” (For
afull list of concepts, see
sidebar to the right.)

The bill defined promot-
ing such concepts as: com-
pelling school community
members to affirm or pro-
fess belief in such concepts,
including such concepts in
curriculum, reading lists,
workshops or trainings or
“contracting with, hiring,
or otherwise engaging
speakers, consultants, di-

preserving the inviolable

Principle of freedom
of thought~

versity trainers, and other
persons for the purpose of
advocating” them.

The new version of the
bill adds six new concepts
that can’t be promoted,
including that the US.
government should be
overthrown and that the
rule of law does not exist. It
also changed that defini-
tion to mean “compelling
students, teachers, admin-
istrators, or other school
employees to affirm or pro-
fess belief in the concepts
described in subsection (c)
of this section.”

Many education
experts have said the
implications of the bill
are not clear, calling into
question who will be the
judge of whether teach-
ing promotes the listed
concepts and whether the
bill would cause teachers
to censor themselves
from teaching certain his-
torical facts or events out
of fear or uncertainty.

Though the bill doesn’t
specifically mention critical
race theory, it joins legis-
lation across the country
proposed by Republicans
to limit discussion of CRT
— an academic framework
widely criticized and incor-
rectly or vaguely defined by
some vocal conservatives,
according to those who
teach about critical race the-
ory. The concept, more than
40 years old, is wide-span-
ning, but essentially views
racism as systemic and
therefore woven into legal
systems and policies —
including America’s.

Still, the vast majority
of teachers do not use the
term “critical race theory”
with students, or teach
from the work of scholars
who specifically use that
framework.

Even so, the debate over
critical race theory has
driven the passage of laws
restricting how school’s
teach about America’s
history. Only eight of the
26 bills introduced actu-
ally refer to critical race

rights of all persons and to
prohibit public school units
from promoting certain
concepts that are contrary to
that intent.

s, peech
code"

Graphic by Staff Reporter Hannah McClellan

theory, according to an
Education Week analysis
published last month.

In the case of bills such
as the one proposed in
North Carolina, the lan-
guage is vague, clouding
specific desired outcomes,
but likely still having a
chilling effect on teachers,
education experts say.

“This bill is founded on
the unfounded fear of Crit-
ical Race Theory,” Raleigh
Democrat Jay Chaudhuri
said during Wednesday’s
Senate Education Committee
meeting. “This bill, I believe,
attempts to do away with so-
called Critical Race Theory.
But what I fear it really does
away with is critical thinking
in our classroom.”

State and national
debates on how to
teach history

At the CCS Board of Ed-
ucation meeting Monday
night, CRT was discussed
at a meeting for the first
time, with two parents
expressing opposition to
critical race theory.

“I encourage everybody
to teach our children how
to think, not what to think,”
one parent, Neil Giles, said,
likening discussion of CRT
to public health initiatives
encouraging masking.
“Our children have been
exposed to misleading
information as we all as
citizens have been.”

“I am all for people. I am
all for equality. But I think
it’s almost in some cases
creating more division,”
another speaker, Rose
Kinkaid, said. “I think
schools should get back to
being the basics of what ed-
ucation is, and some moral
issues could be left to the
parents and the children.”

The introduction of this
bill follows a statewide
debate on how to teach
history, including the pas-
sage of new social study
standards — controversial
among some conservatives
— which include lan-

guage to discuss racism,
discrimination and the
perspectives of marginal-
ized groups. Prior to this
year, most public discus-
sion surrounding history
lessons in schools empha-
sized the shortcomings

in curriculum accurately
teaching about topics

such as slavery, genocide
of Native Americans and
other instances of racial
violence in the U.S., if such
subjects were taught at all.

The introduction of the
original bill also followed
Republican Lt. Gov. Mark
Robinson’s creation of a
task force in March to col-
lect complaints from par-
ents, students and teachers
in public schools across the
state about “indoctrina-
tion” in the classroom, first
reported by the News &
Observer of Raleigh.

On Wednesday, Berger
also filed for legislation
calling for a state constitu-
tional amendment to ban
affirmative action, which
refers to the practice of pro-
actively admitting or hiring
applicants from underrep-
resented backgrounds or
historically disadvantaged
groups. It is different from
racial quotas, which was
struck down by the US.
Supreme Court in 1978.

The bill also bans pro-
moting concepts such as
that particular privileges
should be ascribed to a
race or sex or that people
solely due to their race
or sex should feel guilt,
anguish or discomfort.
The language comes amid
complaints from conserva-
tives about schools teach-
ing about white privilege.

‘We’ll continue to
watch closely’

In his remarks Wednes-
day, Berger said that the
bill “forbids public schools
from promoting certain
discriminatory concepts.”

The revised bill also
requires schools to make
information regarding the

are prohibited from promoting:

» One race or sex is inherently superior to

another race or sex

« An individual, solely by virtue of his or her race
or sex, is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive

» An individual should be discriminated
against or receive adverse treatment solely or
partly because of his or her race or sex

» An individual’s moral character is necessarily
determined by his or her race or sex

» An individual, solely by virtue of his or her race
or sex, bears responsibility for actions committed in
the past by other members of the same race or sex

» Any individual, solely by virtue of his or her
race or sex, should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish,
or any other form of psychological distress

- A meritocracy is inherently racist or sexist

New to the revised bill:

- The United States was created by members
of a particular race or sex for the purpose of
oppressing members of another race or sex

» The United States government should be

violently overthrown

« Particular character traits, values, moral
or ethical codes, privileges, or beliefs should
be ascribed to a race or sex, or to an individual
because of the individual’s race or sex

« The rule of law does not exist, but instead
is a series of power relationships and struggles
among racial or other groups

- All Americans are not created equal and
are not endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the

pursuit of happiness

» Governments should deny to any person
within the government’s jurisdiction the equal

protection of the law

Definition of “promoting:”

“Compelling students, teachers, adminis-
trators, or other school employees to affirm or
profess belief in the concepts described.”

following actions avail-
able to the public at least
30 days in advance: teach-
ing instruction regarding
the prohibited concepts,
contracting with or hiring

we would all strive to do,”
said Hartness, who is the
district’s assistant super-
intendent of academic
services and instructional
support, in May.

speakers or diversity con- “The part that I think
sultants for the purpose has some question marks
of discussing the prohib-  behind it that we’ll continue
ited concepts or who have to watch closely would be
“previously advocated for  the components particular-
the concepts...”. ly about being able to teach
If passed, Chatham certain parts of the social
County School’s Amanda studies curriculum,” she
Hartness previously told said. “And depending upon
the News + Record thatthe ~ how you interpret the way
bill could potentially pose the bill is currently written,
challenges in discussing one could take from it that
“hard history.” And while it would prohibit us from
she doesn’t think the bill having certain equity-relat-
would prevent the district ed conversations that many
from moving forward with ~ school districts are having
its current equity work, it across the country to help
could make it more difficult. address achievement gaps.”
“On the surface, when
anyone reads the title of Reporter Hannah Mc-
the bill, ‘Ensuring Dignity Clellan can be reached
& Nondiscrimination in at hannah@chathamnr.
Schools,’ I think we would com or on Twitter at @
all agree that is something HannerMcClellan.

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The Chatham
County Board of Commissioners
met at the Historic Courthouse
for its regular meeting Mon-
day night, marking the second
session back in the building since
before COVID-19 restrictions
forced the board to the Chatham
County Agriculture and Confer-
ence Center for its meetings.

The move back to the court-
house also marked a move back
to live-streaming via courthouse
cameras, a system the county
started using to broadcast its meet-
ingsin 2013.

Last spring, the board joined
governing bodies across the
country in moving online to
meet public meeting require-
ments while also meeting public
health guidelines and gathering
limits meant to slow the spread
of COVID-19. During the majority
of the meetings hosted at the Ag-
riculture and Conference Center,
all attendees watched meetings
via video platform GoToWebinar
— either remotely or in overflow
rooms at the Agriculture and
Conference Center.

“This allowed staff to meet social
distancing and public meeting
guidelines set forth by the Gover-
nor as well as legislation approved
by the N.C. General Assembly to
allow for remote meetings during
a state of emergency,” a Sunday

CHATHAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Board discusses greenhouse emissions, moves back to courthouse for meetings

email message from Chatham
County said regarding the previous
meeting logistics. “This meeting
format proved quite difficult and
was met with many complaints
from remote participants.”
Months of poor online audio
quality of board meetings culmi-
nated with glitches that hindered
the May 17 public hearing on the
county’s proposed budget. The
email notice from the county
said the commissioners made the
decision in May — after Gov. Roy
Cooper started lifting COVID-19 re-
strictions — to resume meetings at
the Courthouse beginning June 21.
Audio at Monday’s meeting
was markedly clearer than those
streamed using GoToWebinar.
To watch board meetings,
people can attend in person, or
watch a live stream of meetings
at https://chathamnc.legistar.
com/Calendar.aspx, which can
be viewed during the meeting or
the following morning once the
video is finalized. Before the meet-
ing starts, the column labeled,
“Video,” will read “Not available.”
Once it begins, that column will
say, “In Progress,” which you can
click on to see the live-stream.
“The recording of the video
will be uploaded to the same spot
within 24 hours of the meeting ad-
journing,” the county’s email said.
“The live streaming software is
not able to show presentations on
the screen for residents watching
from home but instead shows the

meeting chambers so that com-
missioners are seen and heard
throughout the entire meeting.”
Presentations are accessible on
the meeting agenda documents.
Residents can click on specific
sections of the agenda, listed
under the video, to view certain
parts of the meeting without
watching the entire meeting.

Meeting business

Monday’s meeting was rela-
tively short, featuring presenta-
tions from the Chatham County
Family and Consumer Sciences
Program and the 2019-2020 Cha-
tham County Greenhouse Gas
Inventory Results. The board also
designated Commissioner Karen
Howard as a voting delegate and
Commissioner Mike Crawford
as an alternate voting delegate to
attend the NCACC 114th Annual
Conference Business Session in
New Hanover County on Aug. 14.

The Family and Consumer Sci-
ences Program is a partnership
with N.C. State, housed under the
Chatham County Cooperative
Extension. Tara Gregory, exten-
sion agent, said she is working on
home food preservation, building
an advisory team and food safety
programming and resources.
Gregory said in the future, she
hopes to partner with CORA and
continue farmers market and
SNAP efforts, as well as to con-
tinue offering trainings in home
food preservation and food safety.

Commissioner Franklin Go-
mez Flores suggested Gregory
also present to the county’s
Board of Health, which Grego-
ry said she’d look into.

Chatham Environmental
Quality Director Kevin Lindley
and Emily Apadula, environ-
mental sustainability intern,
then presented findings from
the 2019-20 Chatham greenhouse
gas inventory. Two previous in-
ventories have been conducted,
Lindley said, in 2010 and 2015.

“But unfortunately, the data
sets that were available then, we
had a hard time finding,” Lindley
told the board. “I think this is the
most comprehensive inventory
that’s been done to date.”

Apadula presented the study’s
results, starting with a definition
of a greenhouse gas inventory:
“A report consisting of GHG
emission sources and the associ-
ated emissions quantified using
standardized methods. This data
can then be used by the commu-
nity to understand and identify
opportunities for action with the
goal of reducing emissions.”

The study showed an increase
in CO2 equivalent emissions
from 2019 to 2020 in transporta-
tion (40.4% to 42.7%) and decreas-
es in the following categories:
commercial (9.2% to 8.8%),
residential (20.2% to 19.5.%) and
industrial (21.7% to0 20.5%).

Apadula said greenhouse gas
inventories are important tools in

the fight against climate change, as
they help keep track of progress.
Commissioners asked how
they could use this data mov-
ing forward.
“I would focus locally, because
as much as Chatham County is
amazing, the state is usually what
determines the larger energy grid,”
Apadula said, “And so I would fo-
cus locally on what you can change,
like the carbon sinks,” which are
natural environments that absorb
more carbon than they release.
Approximately 65% of the
county (456 square miles) con-
tained some form of carbon sink,
the presentation said, most com-
monly forest areas. The commis-
sioners proposed meeting again
to further discuss potential poli-
cies the local government could
enact to reduce emissions.
“Obviously the internal
government is not this giant
contributor to it, but I think on
issues like this, it’s very easy
to kind of put everything to the
state and to the feds and to the
UN and everybody else,” Chair-
person Mike Dasher said, “and
that there’s not anything we
can do. I think we can set a re-
ally good example, and I guess
Ijust I'd like to see us doing as
much as we could internally.”

Reporter Hannah McClellan
can be reached at hannah@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at
@HannerMcClellan.
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BURGERS

Continued from page Al

restaurant at the cor-
ner of U.S. Hwy. 64 and
Raleigh Street celebrated
its semisesquicentennial
anniversary, and Routh
knows exactly why the
humble highway drive-in
has survived so long.

“We never based our
business just on burg-
ers,” she said. “It’s based
on quality; top quality
meat cut and ground ev-
ery day. When you order
your burger, you know
it’s getting fixed right
then.”

Claxton Johnson,
who recently celebrated
his 80th birthday, was
a little boy when his
father, Leonard John-
son, took up restaurant
ownership. At the time,
Johnson’s was the only
eatery between Raleigh
and Asheboro for trav-
elers along U.S. Hwy.

64, and it became a fast
favorite for passersby.

Leonard’s entre-
preneurial spirit has
endured through each
subsequent generation.
Under Claxton’s over-
sight, the restaurant
grew from a local secret
to one of North Caroli-
na’s best-loved burger
joints. Visitors still make
their way to Johnson’s
from hundreds of miles
around the state, crav-
ing the carefully refined
burger.

Routh, who, like her
father, spent her earli-
est memories in John-
son’s kitchen, continues
the family tradition as
restaurant manager.
When she’s not work-
ing orders alongside
her boys, Tristan and
Caemon, she and her
husband Daniel tour
the world as lead bass
player and guitarist
in the international-
ly-acclaimed bluegrass
group Nu-Blu. The cou-
ple has five Billboard
top 10 albums and was
recently named host of
TV’s Bluegrass Ridge,
a syndicated talk show
which appears in more
than 160 million homes
each week, according to
Nu-Blu’s agent.

But despite the band’s
success, Routh always
makes her way back to
work at Johnson’s.

“I'mean, I grew up
back here,” she said. “It’s
definitely always home.”

‘Made-with-the-most-
care burgers 75 years
later’

As it did for all service
industry businesses,
2020 took a hard toll
on Johnson’s. The

A group of customers waits for their orders to be completed outside

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Johnson’s Drive-In last Friday. The renowned burger restaurant celebrated
its 75th anniversary Monday.
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NOW SERVING

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Tristan Routh, a 4th-generation family employee, sets out an order at
Johnson’s. He’s been working there since he was 14 years old.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Johnson'’s has been a staple in Siler City for 75

years.

small, roadside dining
room fits only 36 at
maximum capacity,
and dense queues have
always formed around
the building as visitors
swarmed for the lunch
rush. The space was
about as poorly suited to
pandemic restrictions as
can be, Routh said.

“There was just no way
possible to social distance
in here,” she said. “So we
decided to air on the side
of caution.”

Following the declara-

tion of global pandemic
in March 2020, Johnson’s
suspended operations for
about three months. Even
when mandated closures
expired and Johnson’s
was permitted to reopen,
Routh kept the doors
shut.

“I know restrictions
have been lifted, but I still
want to be prudent,” she
said.

Even now, almost a
year and a half later,
seating remains closed.
But lunchtime lines

‘We never based
our business just on
burgers. It’s based
on quality; top
quality meat cut
and ground every
day. When you
order your burger,
you know it’s
getting fixed right
then.

CAROLYN ROUTH, John-
son’s Drive-In manager

have again started to
wrap around the build-
ing with loyal customers
enduring the summer’s
heat to grab lunch at
Johnson’s updated pick-
up window.

“We took the opportu-
nity when things were
shut down to make some
big changes,” Tristan,
28, said. “We had never
taken credit cards be-
fore, but now we’ve got a
way to do that from our
website that we set up
through Square.”

Patrons can still place

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

The counter inside Johnson’s, which is closed to
customers now. The restaurant hopes to welcome
customers back inside soon.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Anita Hammer prepares a food order this past
Friday at Johnson’s restaurant. She’s been
working at Johnson'’s for 14 years.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Carolyn Routh speaks with a visitor about
Johnson’s long and storied history in serving Siler

City’s hungry.

orders in person and
pay with cash, but many
prefer the new online
platform, he added.
The website facilitates
easy payment and an
automated text message
alerts guests when their
meals are ready for
pickup.

“We’ve had only a
very few complain about
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wanting seating back
and prices going up a
little because meat and
supplies costs are just
through the roof now,”
Routh said. “But most
have just been happy
that despite it all, our
burgers still haven’t
changed. They’re still
the highest quality,
made-with-the-most-care
burgers 75 years later.”

For now, the anni-
versary celebration is
limited to commemora-
tive T-shirts and a new
graphic along the build-
ing’s wall chronicling
the family’s history. But
as pandemic conditions
continue to recede, Routh
hopes the restaurant can
host bigger anniversary
events later in the year.

“We didn’t want to do
much quite yet on the
day of, but this is just a
kick-start to a celebration
for the year,” she said.
“You can’t be 75 years old
and just give it one day
anyway.”

Claxton is proud of
what his family has
accomplished over
three-quarters of a centu-
ry, and pleased to see his
legacy endure. But — al-
ways the visionary — his
sites are fixed on the next
big milestone.

“We're just getting
started,” he said, laugh-
ing. “They’ve got 25 years
to go until they can quit.”

To place an online
lunch order, visit John-
sons1946.com. The kitch-
en is open from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. (or until sup-
plies run out), Tuesday
through Saturday. 75th
anniversary T-shirts are
also available for pur-
chase for $20.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder
can be reached at
dldolder@chathamnr.com
and on Twitter @dldolder.
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DIXIE YOUTH SOFTBALL

‘You don’t realize what you’ve done’: West Chatham 10U
Angels win state title, head to World Series this weekend

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

CHERRYVILLE — Preston
Parks didn’t have many expec-
tations for his first season as a
Dixie Youth softball manager,
much less championship aspi-
rations.

But as his team — the West
Chatham 10U Angels, the
reigning N.C. state champions
as of last week — prepares for
the 2021 Dixie Angels X-play
Softball World Series in Prince
George, Virginia, this weekend,
Parks is settling into that same
expectation level with hopes
that it’ll continue their good
fortune.

“I thought we were going
to go down to states and get
it handed to us, but I guess
being so scared of losing made

Submitted photo

The West Chatham 10U Angels, including manager Preston
Parks (arms raised), celebrates after winning the 10U Dixie
Youth Softball state title last week. With the win, the Angels
became the second-ever West Chatham girls’ softball team
in any age group to advance to a Dixie Youth World Series.

us work even harder,” Parks,
who also coaches the Silk Hope
team in the West Chatham’s
Dixie softball league, said with
alaugh. “So, to tell you the
truth, I'm just going to go up
there [to the World Series] with

the same kind of mindset, that
they’re just going to beat the

crap out of us and we’ll just do
everything we can to fight and
claw and be as surprised as we
were at the state tournament.”

Parks’ Angels — a group of
12 all-star players from around
West Chatham — went unde-
feated (5-0) during their state
title run in Cherryville, culmi-
nating in an 11-1 mercy-rule
win in the championship game
against South Brunswick in
just three innings on July 13.

West Chatham won five
games en route to the title
by a combined score of 63-22,
including a thrilling 19-14
barn-burner in its third game
in what would be the first of
two contests against South
Brunswick.

West Chatham seized its
moment on the state’s biggest
stage, winning every game by
at least five runs and consis-
tently proving why it deserved
to be the champion.

Parks credits his team’s
championship performance

to three major keys: pitching,
hitting and base-running. All
of which they excelled at, game
after game.

With one of the team’s best
pitchers, Ella Parks — Parks’
daughter — going down with a
broken ankle on a slide attempt
two weeks before the tourna-
ment, Parks grew concerned
about the depth of his pitching
staff before making the trip to
Cherryville.

“I told [West Chatham Soft-
ball President] Aaron Garner,
‘The whole county has been
struggling to pitch all year, I
don’t want to go up there and
just walk girls around the
bases,”” Parks said. “We knew
what we were going to get out
of [Ellie Lambert, the team’s
ace] and she did phenomenal,
but it was Lily Poe and Mad-
ison Brown that really got us
through the tournament with
how far they’ve come along.”

Due to required inning limits
for pitchers — including one

See ANGELS, page B2

TOKYO 2020

A few things
to know about
the upcoming

Olympics

It’s taken five years, a world-
wide pandemic and countless
trials and tribulations to get
here, but this week, the Sum-
mer Games are officially back.

This is
the season
of staying
up late to
watch live
broadcasts,
re-runs and
highlights of
events you

might not
HENSLEY otherwise go

Sports Editor out of your

way to see. (My personal fa-
vorite is handball, the thrilling
sport that resembles a drier
version of water polo. And
then there’s actual water polo,
which is just as awesome —
like handball, only wetter.)

Plus, it’s the only time in the
United States when non-tra-
ditional sports (gymnastics,
swimming, track & field) seem
to garner more attention than
traditional ones (basketball,
soccer, now baseball). When
you think about recent Olym-
pic greats, your mind likely
drifts to Simone Biles, Michael
Phelps, Usain Bolt or Katie
Ledecky, not Kevin Durant or
LeBron James, despite each of
the latter two having won two
gold medals for the U.S.

The world’s greatest inter-
national athletic spectacle is
coming your way on Friday,
July 23 — lasting until Aug.

8 — and as expected, Tokyo
2020 is going to be packed full
of stars, storylines and contro-
versies.

Here are some of the most
important/intriguing sto-
rylines you should know before
you sit down to watch the
opening ceremony on Friday
evening.

VICTOR

1. COVID-19 strikes again
Last year, the Tokyo Olym-
pics were pushed back to 2021
after COVID-19 ravaged the
globe and shut down interna-
tional travel and sports of all
kind in plenty of countries for
most of 2020 (and part of 2021).
Now, as vaccination numbers
rise across the world, COVID is
still finding ways to sneak into
even the most exclusive events.
So far, more than 70 peo-
ple connected to the Games
— a mix of event/team staff-
ers, officials and athletes —
have tested positive for the
virus just days before the

See OLYMPICS, page B4

THRILL OF THE RACE

At 70, Pittsboro’s Chuck Gillis continues
cycling journey in 15th NCCX season

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — It began with a race
for a $100 prize in Greensboro, circa
1973.

Pittsboro’s Chuck
Gillis, who was in
school at Guilford
College in Greensboro
at the time, slipped on
his makeshift cycling
shoes — cleverly
crafted by slicing off
the rubber studs on
the bottom of a pair of soccer cleats
— and geared up for his first race on
a racing bike he borrowed from his
buddy.

He didn’t win the $100 prize. He didn’t
even come close.

But from that point forward, he was
hooked.

A career, as well as a lifetime hobby,
was born.

“I showed up on the starting line and
everybody’s legs looked really smooth
and I was like, ‘These guys look pretty
fast, but they’re going to go up this
hill and I'll hang with them,’” Gillis
said. “And so the race starts and I just
couldn’t believe that I was as slow as I
was, but I just fell in love with the sport
at that point.”

Gillis, now 70 years old, has been
cycling for almost half a century. If
you were born during or after the
Gerald Ford administration, then he’s

Gillis

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chuck Gillis, lifelong cyclist, leans into a sharp right turn along the back
roads of NC 902 with immaculate form in April.

been on a bike longer than you’ve
been alive.

He’s come a long way since his first
race.

The ascent

After the wake-up call during his
introduction to bike racing, Gillis got to
work learning the basics of road racing
and training to become as fast as his
smooth-legged opponents.

Throughout the 1970s and ‘80s — with

a four-year break wedged in to account
for he and his wife starting their family
— Gillis competed in state, regional and
even national competitions, where he’d
often finish in second or third place. He
became very familiar with the podium
in road racing and time trialing events.

During his “elite” peak, he was a time
trial champion in both North Carolina
and Virginia.

See GILLIS, page B2

Stephen A. Smith’s comments about Ohtani
reveal wider problem of sports talk shows

If you've ever watched ESPN’s “First
Take,” you know it’s full of wild opinions,
heated debates and a
discussion table for
trending topics in the
world of sports. I'm not
- aregular viewer of the

show itself anymore,
‘ but clips of it often ap-
pear on my social media

lors ™Y

MAX BAKER timeline.
CN-R Intern However, before the
MLB All-Star break,

Stephen A. Smith made headlines after
comments he made about Los Angeles
Angels star Shohei Ohtani.

“Iunderstand that baseball is an inter-
national sport itself in terms of participa-
tion, but when you talk about an audience
gravitating to the tube or to the ballpark, to
actually watch you, I don’t think it helps that
the No. 1 face is a dude that needs an inter-
preter, so you can understand what the hell
he’s saying in this country,” Smith said.

He added that Ohtani could not be the
face of the game and that could actually
be harming the sport. Smith faced loads
of backlash on social media and later

apologized on the show and online. His
comments were insensitive and they were
completely disproved during All-Star week.

Ohtani merchandise accounted for 28%
of all All-Star merchandise revenue and
he starred in the Home Run Derby and in
the game itself. Since July 1, Ohtani has
been the top-selling athlete on Fanatics
across all sports, ESPN reported on July
20. People are going to the ballpark to
watch Ohtani play. Although Smith’s
comments deserved to be ridiculed,
there’s another issue at play.

ESPN prides itself on serving sports
fans anytime, anywhere, but the reality is
that they focus their attention heavily on
the NBA and NFL. Yes, they show regular
baseball and sometimes soccer games on
their networks, but odds are that if you flip
on a talk-show during the morning or after-
noon, the conversation is about those two
sports. And while that may seem annoying
to sports fans, it’s what drives their ratings.

First Take is a prime example of this.
Much of their content focuses on the
NBA and NFL, so when they decided to
speak about Ohtani on Monday, July 12,
in the midst of the 2021 NBA Finals, it

came as a surprise to me.

Smith had just returned for the show
Monday after a flight from Milwaukee
after Game 3 on Sunday, one day after
attending UFC 264 in Las Vegas on Sat-
urday. It seems unlikely that with that
schedule, Smith had any time to be catch-
ing a late-night Angels-Mariners game or
many Angels games, for that matter.

And while his comments were pretty
unexplainable and had nothing to do with
his busy schedule, maybe ESPN televi-
sion personalities shouldn’t debate sports
topics they aren’t as familiar with. Smith
is an expert in many areas and deserves
credit for his knowledge and work ethic,
but given the lack of coverage ESPN gives
baseball on “First Take,” his large plat-
form should be used to discuss topics he
does know something about. Let’s leave
topics like Ohtani’s place in the game for
experts who are fully immersed within
the sport, and next time around avoid
that kind of embarrassment.

Reporter Max Baker can be reached at
max@chathamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Maxbaker_15.
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GILLIS
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As he got more in-
volved in the sport,
cycling shifted from one
of his free-time activities
to his full-blown career.

He started by getting
hired at local bike shops
in both Raleigh and
Durham, which even-
tually grew into a sales
representative position at
Schwinn, one of the old-
est bike manufacturers in
the U.S.

“I'made cycling kind
of my career choice,
as well,” Gillis said. “I
moved a bunch, but end-
ed up settling down in the
Washington, D.C., area
and continued my job
with Schwinn. But then
I decided, with my two
young kids at home, that
I really wanted to be off
the road and ride my bike
some more.”

That decision led
him to take a job with a
local bike shop that was
expanding, allowing him
to spend more time rid-
ing — and racing — than
he could as a full-time
Schwinn salesperson.

But in 1990, Gillis
and his family moved
again, this time to Chi-
cago, where he worked
at the Schwinn corpo-
rate headquarters and
rode his bike casually.
He stopped racing until
his journey brought
him back to North Car-
olina a few years later,
where he took a posi-
tion with Performance
Bicycle as a product
manager.

“There was a lot of
riding going on with
folks in the building,”
Gillis said, “so I got
back into it and started
competing in age group
[40-plus] racing on the
road a little bit.”

Origin story

No matter where Gillis’
journey took him, cycling
was always present. He
made sure of it.

While his love for
racing began at the
1973 competition in
Greensboro, his interest
in biking began much
earlier.

He grew up in Pompton
Plains, N.J., located in
Morris County, a little
less than an hour’s drive
from New York City.

“Like a whole bunch
of us, I rode my bike
everywhere as a kid,” he

said. “That’s kind of how
I was able to get some
freedom.”

In college, he cited a
“boom” in 10-speed bikes
as one of the primary
reasons why he took the
sport further. The surge
in demand caused him to
join in.

“I bought a so-called
‘department store bike’
between my junior and
senior years,”” Gillis said.
“It was my only way of
getting around.”

From there, he rode
around with a friend of
his that was a college pro-
fessor, which led to him
getting into road racing
as he was graduating
from college.

Road races consist of
any cycling race with
a mass start, where all
competitors take off
from the same starting
line simultaneously,
which often results
in massive clusters of
racers traveling togeth-
er. They can vary from
being intense to fairly
comfortable, depending
on the race.

“Sometimes it’s com-
fortable to just sitin a
group, a smaller group of
15-20 riders and just kind
of hang in there,” Gillis
said. “But it’s stressful,
mentally, to be in a race
condition where there’s
fighting or struggling for
position. And it requires
a lot of concentration
because you’re maintain-
ing close distances. ... It’s
just a skill you learn by
doing it.”

Switching it up

Road racing is infa-
mous for its crashes,
resulting in large pileups
of cyclists which can
cause injury and derail
an entire race. Gillis
said it typically happens
when someone makes
even the tiniest of mis-
takes, such as lightly
tapping the person’s
wheel in front of them,
bringing a group down in
the process.

He’s been involved in
one major pileup in his
career, which he recalls
was in either 2008 or
2009.

“[Mass pileups were]
the part of road racing
that I think caused me
to stop because it was so
random,” he said. “You
could be moving at 30
miles per hour and a
whole bunch of riders
would fall in front of you
and there’s just nothing

you can do. I experi-
enced one of those kinds
of races ... and I said,
‘Well, that’s enough of
that kind of stuff. Road
racing, I don’t want to do
that anymore.’”

So he pivoted.

For the last 15 years —
including the last couple
of his competitive road
racing career — he’s
competed in events in
his age group hosted
by North Carolina
Cyclo-Cross (NCCX),

a series lasting from
October to December
where the races are on a
closed course, typically
about a mile and a half
in distance and timed in
intervals of 30, 45 and 60
minutes.

One of cyclo-cross’s
claims to fame is its
requirement that riders
either get off of their
bikes to navigate around
obstacles or jump over
them while still on their
bikes (if possible). It
usually includes “a little
bit of everything,” says
Gillis, including gravel,
sand, pavement, wooded
trails and grass.

Usually, races are held
regardless of the weath-
er, often making for some
interesting — and chal-
lenging — conditions.

“One time in Hen-
dersonville, a couple of
different times, there was
like a foot of snow on
the course the morning
of the event,” Gillis said
with a laugh. “They still
held it, it was just very
difficult.”

Just as he did when he
was competing in road
races and time trials,
Gillis has seen success in
cyclo-cross, where he’s
often placed either first,
second or third for his
age group — 50-, 55- and
now 60-plus — for the en-
tire series, which consists
of 10-13 events. Stand-
ings are created based
on overall performance
among the different
events.

Age is just a number

Despite being 70 years
old, there’s no sign of
Gillis stopping anytime
soon.

His training has
slowed down a bit since
he retired from full-time
work in recent years, but
he still finds time to go
out on hour-long rides a
few times per week, av-
eraging anywhere from
55 to 75 miles in a single
week, using a cyclocom-

Bike safety with Chuck Gillis

BY PEYTON SICKLES
News + Record Staff

The other weekend while riding my
bike through the beautiful backroads
of Chatham, I had the unfortunate
encounter not once, not twice, but
three near hits by vehicles. In gen-
eral, cyclist’s safety can be a toss-
up, even when the proper steps are
taken. Here’s a few things to get both
drivers and cyclists on the same page.

Turn Signals: Yes, even cyclists can
utilize turn signals. There are two
directions you’ll find out in the wild,
left and right — all are done by the
left arm. For a left turn, properly
extend your left arm out towards
the left side of the road, indicating
your intent to turn that direction by
pointing. For a right turn, it’s proper
to keep the upper left arm horizontal
while extending your forearm and
finger upwards. Both turn signals
require 100 feet of pre-indication —
notifying drivers and other vehicles

location.

with ample time to react/slow down.

Stopping: This will again be using
the left hand to indicate; to do so,
keep your upper arm horizontal
with your forearm and hand pointed
downward. It’s pretty simple, but can
be forgotten or missed if a driver of
a vehicle is not paying attention. For
this you’ll want to indicate 100 feet
in advance in order to allow vehicles
ample time to react properly.

Gear: Turn signals are the icing on
the cake, but the best thing any cyclist
can do before riding is making sure
their gear is safe and ready for a ride.
This includes checks on proper helmet
fitting, eyewear, cycling shoes, pedals,
seat ride-height, lights and mirrors,
if you use them. There are several re-
sources online for sizing a helmet, bike
frame and cycling shoes properly.

Lastly, here are a few of Chuck’s

favorite tips:

1. Keep your bike clean and the

drive train lubricated.

2. Check your bike’s tire pressure

puter and the Strava app
to track his mileage and
speed.

In a single year, he still
rides anywhere from
3,000 to 4,000 miles.

“It’s still an interesting
challenge to see how my
body responds to train-
ing,” Gillis said. “It’s just
arewarding experience
and it’s a good way to
stay healthy because,
cycling, you can do it well
into your later years be-
cause it treats your body
well. ... It’s good on your
joints, helps you stay
healthy by increasing
your circulation and not
causing as much wear-
and-tear to your connec-
tive tissue.”

ists) line.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chuck Gillis signals for a left turn
while riding along the backroads
of Pittsboro in April. The main
way to signal left is by extending
the left arm toward the target

and brakes each time you plan to ride.
3. On country/suburban roads, ride
about a foot from the white line on
your right and practice riding a very
straight and predictable (to motor-

4. When approaching a car at an
intersection, try to establish eye
contact with the driver. If this is not
possible, assume the motorist does
not see you and proceed cautiously.

5. Stop at all traffic signals.

6. In city traffic, claim your space
by riding about six feet out from
parked cars. Allow room for passen-
gers opening their doors.

7. When making a left turn, plan
ahead of your turn and move over
into the left side of the lane so you
can execute your turn.

8. Use a flashing red light mounted

on the back of your bike whenever

you ride.

For state DOT cycling laws, refer to

Gillis plans to compete
in this fall’s NCCX series
for his 15th season and is
already slated to ride in
the 102-mile Blue Ridge
Brutal race along the
Blue Ridge Parkway on
Aug. 21, but thinks he’ll
switch to one of the lower
tiers (56 or 72 miles)
because “T’d just suffer
(if I did 102 miles), so I'd
rather have fun and go a
little shorter.”

When asked when he
thinks he’ll stop racing,
Gillis said he’s no strang-
er to the question.

“I don’t know, I think
about that ... you know,
I'll probably do it until
it’s not fun anymore,”
Gillis said. “And ‘not fun’

G.S. 20-154, 20-129(e) and 20-146.

would mean that I'm not
competitive or that I feel
like I'm putting my body
at too much risk.”

But by the sound of it,
cycling still hasn’t lost its
luster in his eyes.

“It’s almost like a med-
itation, it’s a mind-clear-
ing process,” he said.

“It just makes me feel
healthy and connected to
the natural world. I like
to not have in earplugs
and just take in what'’s
around me. It’s just a way
to experience the out-
doors.”

Reporter Victor Hensley
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

ANGELS

Continued from page B1

rule that states a pitcher
can only throw eight
total innings during a
double-header — Parks
turned to Brown and Poe
for games three and four,
where they shined as a
duo, getting the job done
and staving off elimina-
tion.

In the third game
against South Brunswick,
after Brown handled the
first two innings, Poe
struck out seven batters
in the final three innings
— including a 1-2-3 score-
less third — to propel her
team to the win.

The tandem struck
again in the fourth game
against Boger City, hold-
ing their opponents to
three runs and downing
five on strikes in a 12-3
victory that solidified
their spot in the champi-
onship bout.

Thanks to West Cha-
tham’s pitching depth,
Lambert had the oppor-
tunity to return fresh and
well-rested for the title
game, where she faced 12
South Brunswick batters
in the 11-1 three-inning
win, striking out eight
and allowing just one run-
ner to cross home plate.

With her on the
mound, there was never
a doubt.

And as great as the
pitching was for most of
the tournament, the West
Chatham offense was off
the charts.

The team was on a tear
at the plate, scoring 63
runs in five games, aver-

Submitted photo

The West Chatham 10U Angels (from left to
right: Blake Oldham (coach), Aubrey Covington,
Blair Hill, Ella Parks, Ellie Lambert, Ruby Parks,
Lily Poe, Ally Rae Rogers, Jeff Lambert (coach),
Sadie Luther, Molly Oldham, Presley Walters,
Madison Brown, Allison Lineberry, Preston Parks
(manager)) pose holding the banner and trophy
after their undefeated title run in the 2021 Dixie
Softball 10U state tournament. West Chatham
(representing N.C.) will face Alabama in the first
game of the 2021 Dixie Angels X-play World

Series.

aging out to a little over
12 runs per game.

The title game against
South Brunswick was evi-
dence of that, where West
Chatham scored 12 runs
in three innings off of the
backs of hitters like Ally
Rae Rogers (double and
triple) and Poe (double),
each of whom knocked
extra-base hits to add to
their team’s lead.

The star of the cham-
pionship game, however,
was Sadie Luther — bat-
ting last in the lineup —
who powerfully sliced a
three-run homer toward
the fence in what Parks
called one of his favorite
moments of the tourna-
ment.

“Our girls could hit

and we had some in the
bottom of the lineup, in
particular Sadie Luther
from Goldston, she abso-
lutely crushed the ball to
the fence in the champi-
onship game,” Parks said.
“I’ve never seen her hit
like that. ... I had a par-
ent tell me just today that
she got to the dugout and
said, ‘Where in the world
did that come from?’”
West Chatham’s ag-
gressive base-running —
including “alot” of stolen
bases, according to Parks
— put pressure on teams
throughout the tourna-
ment. Not all of their
stolen bases were easy
passes to second base,
though. That wouldn’t
have been aggressive

Submitted photo

West Chatham 10U Angels’ manager Preston
Parks (center, in gray hat) has a bucket of water
dumped on him in celebration by coach Jeff
Lambert after his team won the Dixie Youth 10U

state title last week.

enough.

“We did what we had to
do to get on base to win
the tournament and we
told them to get on base
at all costs,” Parks said.
“We took chances stealing
base all week. ... We stole
home about 8-10 times
and got out at home twice,
I think,” Parks said.

As instrumental as
their talent and skill was
to winning the champi-
onship, Parks said the
players’ ability to handle
the moment — laughing
and cutting up in the
dugout during games,
rarely feeling pressure
— was the biggest key of
them all.

West Chatham’s state
tournament run was one
that came as a pleasant
surprise to both Parks
and the rest of the team,
but by the time the
players were holding up
the banner and posing
for photos with their
gold medals around their

necks, Parks’ original
fear of losing was an
afterthought.

With their showing in
Cherryville, this year’s
team is officially the
first-ever West Chatham
10U softball team to
clinch a state title and
only the second girls
team from any age group
to do it.

But their journey is far
from over.

The 2021 Dixie Angels
X-play World Series
begins on this Saturday,
July 24, when North
Carolina (represented
by West Chatham) faces
Alabama at 10 a.m. at JEJ
Middle School in Prince
George County, Virginia.

West Chatham could
play as many as six games
in four days en route to
the World Series title
during the double-elimi-
nation tournament.

In a bit of good news,
Ella Parks is slated to
return from her ankle in-

jury for the World Series,
while the rest of the team
— a successful concoc-
tion of players from Ben-
nett, Silk Hope, Pittsboro,
North Chatham, Bonlee
and Goldston — looks to
continue playing with
confidence and refusing
to shy away from the big
moment.

“I don’t know if they’ve
realized what they’ve
accomplished yet, they’re
just such great friends
with each other,” Parks
said, chuckling. “They
think this is just what ev-
erybody does. I told them,
‘T'm 37 and I ain’t never
won anything in my life,
and here they are with
a state championship.
There are people that
have fought and tried to
do everything in the world
to win one and come close
and not won one. I said,
‘Y’all did it at 9-10 years
old, you don’t realize what
you’ve done.””

West Chatham’s suc-
cess doesn’t end with the
10U team, however, as the
12U Ponytails finished as
the runner-up in the 12U
state tournament after
a 3-2 performance, with
both losses coming to the
eventual state champion
Hope Mills.

In addition, the West
Chatham 8U Darlings
won the sportsmanship
award at the 8U state
tournament, rounding
out the three Cha-
tham-based teams that
competed last week.

Reporter Victor Hensley
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.
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School’s in session
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Submitted photo

A group of campers and camp counselors (front row, from left to right: Jenna Burwell, Sophia Grimes,
Corrine Wood, Avery Oldham, Lilly Pike, Taniya Snipes-Graham, Abigail Branson, Lily Bay Philips,
Madison Cook, Natalie Ellefson, Riley Maynor (counselor); second row, from left to right: Judy Shreef,
Allie Cheek, Dakoda Livermon, Brooke LaVelle, Abby McPherson, Remas Shreef, Kara Culberson,
Aubrey Blankenship, Delaney Fuquay, Leah Smith, Summer Blanton, Delana Loflin (counselor); third
row, from left to right: Georgia Schmidt, Autum Pate, Aaliyvah Walden, Avery Blankenship, Lauren
Jones, Madison Cook, Eliza Hayes, Emerson Clark (counselor), Tamaya Walden (counselor), Alexis

Baldwin (counselor), Olivia Cheek (counselor), Taylor Brewer (counselor), Johnny Alston (camp Submitted photo
director)) pose for a group photo with their camp certificates during Chatham Charter’s youth
volleyball camp, hosted from June 28-30.

Chatham Charter senior Jayden Snipes (left, with
ball) and junior Jamir Wright (center, in purple)
take camper Leah Kidd through defensive drills
during the Knights’ youth basketball summer
camp from June 21-24. Throughout the county,
high schools are hosting three-day summer
camps for elementary and middle schoolers
‘sﬁﬁs”}‘:‘l‘ﬁ‘?“sn - o A J T = - i in a variety of sports, including cheerleading,

| ‘ (8 ‘ ' - I ‘ AW e { baseball/softball, basketball, football, soccer,

S 2 TS 1 : . 2| tennis and volleyball.
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Submitted photo

Northwood sophomores and volunteer camp
counselors Drake Powell (in white) and Ashton
Elliott (in green) take campers through dribbling
drills during the Chargers’ youth basketball camp
in June.

Submitted photo

Campers and counselors pose for photos in the gym at Jordan-Matthews during the school’s summer
youth basketball camp from July 19-22. It’s one of five youth camps the Jets are hosting this summer.
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"We Specialize in all your

home improvement needs" AL T T et LY 17
- Door & Window Replacement w\
- Drywall, Trim
- Deck & Demo
- Roof & Floors
- Carpentry

« Install and Repair Septic Syste
+ Pump Existing Septic Tanks
+ All Sorts of Backhoe Work

Mushroom Compost ¢ Shredded Hardwood Mulch
Pine Mini Nuggets * Brick Chips * Sand * Top Soil
Black, Brown & Red Mulch ¢ White Pea Gravel « Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek
(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 « We Deliver!

il

Im p\'()\’CﬂW ents

« Ponds, Ditches & Driveways
Call Monty Justice
@ (919) 545-4107

Elite Home

John Hayes
919-548-0474

) & Backyard Clean

ﬁ\& Up Services

3 Brush Removal
W=7 Junk Removal  Driveways

Bush Hogging ¢ Finish Mowing

£

”&\ﬁ\ Plumbing Problems? Qﬂ
Commercial and Residential Installation and Service
Located in Siler City
Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured i (919) 775-7408
Office: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374 Tommy Dunigan  Cell: (919) 548-3542

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

“We Specialize in All Your Painting &
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair  Window Washing & Install

Carpentry * Door Install « Other Small Repairs

John Hayes, Jr « 919-548-0474 bobatkinson321@gmail.com Call AdvertiSing @ 919-663-3232
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m
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Find the help you need in the Services Directory of Chatham News  Record

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!
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Plant a tree to celebrate Chatham
County’s 250th anniversary and pre-
serve a unique piece of Chatham Coun-
ty’s history in your own backyard!

Chatham 250 is excited to be partnering
with Century Farm Orchards to offer a
special Chatham 250 bundle of heirloom
old southern Apple Trees. Each bundle

NEWS BRIEFS

Plant a Tree for Chatham 250 will include one Aunt Rachel tree — a rare
local variety of apple tree that originated

in Chatham County and is deeply tied to
the legacy of heirloom old southern apple
trees expert and late Chatham County
resident Lee Calhoun — and one heirloom
old southern pollinator apple tree of the
purchasers choice (subject to availability).

About the Chatham 250 Heirloom Old
Southern Apple Tree bundle:

- Each bundle costs $42 (no tax).

« Orders must be placed through THIS
Chatham 250 Order Form by Friday, Sept. 10.

Payments will be made directly to Cen-
tury Farm Orchards. Confirmed orders
will receive an invoice in late-September.
Payments can be made by Check or by
Zelle (on-line payment system offered

through most major banks).

Order will be picked up in Chatham

County in November 2021.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Hilary Pollan, Chatham 250 Project
Manager, at hilary.pollan@chathamcoun-
tync.gov. If you would like more informa-
tion about Century Farm Orchard and/or
the Aunt Rachel apple tree, see below and/
or visit www.centuryfarmorchards.com.

— CN +R staffreports

OLYMPICS

Continued from page Bl

torch is set to be lit on
Friday.

The list includes
notable U.S. athletes like
rising tennis star Coco
Gaulff, Washington Wiz-
ards’ guard Bradley Beal
and the Seattle Storm
forward Katie Lou Samu-
elson, who was scheduled
to play in the inaugural
women’s 3x3 basketball
event in Tokyo.

On Tuesday, the chief
of the Tokyo 2020 orga-
nizing committee, Toshi-
ro Muto, did not rule out
the idea of canceling the
Games if COVID-19 cases
continue to spike.

In recent weeks,
protests have popped up
in Tokyo calling for the
government to cancel
the Olympics primarily
becaue of public health
concerns. In a June
poll taken by The Asahi
Shimbun, one of Japan’s
most notable newspa-
pers, 62% of respondents
were in favor of a cancel-
lation.

All of this comes
alongside the recent news
that a state of emergency
had been put into place
for Tokyo until Aug. 22
due to a surge in positive
coronavirus cases in the
city. The IOC and Japa-
nese government decided
to ban all spectators from
the Games following the
announcement.

As of now, there has
been no change to the
Olympic schedule, but if
COVID-19 cases continue
to go up, the Games may

actually be in jeopardy.

2. More sports keep
coming

If you were getting
tired of watching the
same 28 Olympic sports
each year, then you're in
luck.

In 2016, the IOC
approved the addition
of five sports to the
Olympic roster for the
2020 Games, including
baseball/softball, karate,
skateboarding, sports
climbing and surfing,
adding an additional 18
events and 474 athletes to
the slate.

Team USA has rep-
resentatives in all five
sports, including a
makeshift baseball team
full of former MLB stars
and rising prospects that
aim to make noise in the
six-team field.

3. Where the U.S.
could be a shoe-in for
gold ...

In terms of Olympic
gold medals, there isn’t
a country that holds a
candle to Team USA.

Over the duration of
the Games’ history, the
U.S. has amassed 1,127
gold medals, a little
over 400 more than
Russia (726), the sec-
ond-place nation, and
nearly 550 more than
Germany (578) in third
place.

This year, the U.S. has
plenty of opportunities to
add to that total, starting
with gymnast Simone
Biles, who is arguably the
gymnastics G.0.A.T. and

already has two moves
nicknamed “the Biles”
because ... well ... she’s
the only person who can
do them.

There’s a shot that
Biles, the defending all-
around Olympic cham-
pion, could win as many
as five golds in Tokyo,
which would net her a
tie with Soviet Larisa
Latynina for the most
Olympic gold medals
by a female gymnast in
history.

In addition to Biles,
you can’t talk about
international competi-
tion without mentioning
the U.S. women’s soccer
team, the reigning World
Cup champion led by
Carli Lloyd and Megan
Rapinoe. It’d be a shock if
Team USA didn’t win the
gold on the pitch.

And there are plenty
more, such as track &
field (including Noah
Lyles, the reigning world
champion in the men’s
200-meter dash and
Dalilah Muhammad/
Sydney McLaughlin,
who each have a shot to
win gold in the women’s
400-meter hurdles in
an intense race, among
others), swimming
(Katie Ledecky has won
five golds in the past and
could possibly seek a
three-peat in the wom-
en’s 800-meter freestyle,
while Simone Manuel
won a whopping four
golds in the Rio 2016
Games), to name a few.

4. ... and where it
might not

OK, the jigis up.

Chatham News + Record

This is just a place
for me to write about
how badly Team USA
men’s basketball team
has performed in its
exhibition games up to
this point.

The team, spearhead-
ed by superstars Kevin
Durant, Damian Lillard
and Jayson Tatum,
looked less-than-stellar
in its pre-Olympic com-
petition, which included
two uncharacteristic
exhibition losses — one
to Nigeria, 90-87, and
another to Australia,
91-83 — and two wins
against Argentina and
Spain.

We're used to seeing
Team USA dominate
its competition — like
the 83-point, 156-73 win
over Nigeria in the 2012
London Olympics — so
anytime our stars falter,
even by playing close
games, it seems like
the basketball world is
crashing down.

In reality, things are a
lot less dramatic.

Team USA is headed
to Japan with a short-
handed roster, down a
few players who are still
competing in the NBA
Finals (the Milwaukee
Bucks’ Jrue Holiday
and Khris Middleton,
the Phoenix Suns’ Devin
Booker) and one player,
the Chicago Bulls’ Zach
LaVine, who is in health
and safety protocols due
to a likely COVID-19
exposure.

But once the full
roster’s together, there’s
a good chance Durant
turns back into his role
as one of the greatest

scorers of all-time, Lil-
lard begins playing like
he has ice in his veins
and the U.S. retains its
basketball dominance.

They’re the favorites
for a reason.

Reporter Victor Hensley
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

NOW AVAILABLE

SWEET
CORN

- Logan Farms -

150 Logan Farm Lane

919-776-2277 ot 919-776-1898
(Across river from Gulf)

on the voicemail.
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(Ewrcka!

A: Edward Hopper

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call
the COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts

July’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by
7/31/2021. The July winner will be announced in an August issue
of the Chatham News + Record. One entry per household, per
week. Employees of the COA and their dependents not eligible.

You found h
the answer!

V

Low Cost Spay / Neuter - Only $20

ualified applicants may purchase vouchers to use at
pp y P
participating pet clinics. Submit applications to:

Sheriff’s Office Animal Resource Center

725 Renaissance Drive, Pittsboro, NC 27312
Phone: 919-542-7203 [ facebook.com/chathamsoar

Hours: MTWF 11a-5p « TH 11a-7p * SA 10a-2p

Chatham COA

Events & Announcements
July 22nd through July 28th

For a printable application, visit:
www.chathamsheriff.com

would like to acknowledge & thank
our online advertisers.

Visit (our site) to connect
with them!
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Chatham Paint Center _
Your New Neighborhood Paint Store APARTMENT HOMES AT
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Thursday, July 22nd
» Body Conditioning with Jackie at 8:00 AM (on site at at Forest
Hall at Chatham Mills)
e Tai Chifor Arthritis at 3:00 PM &=
Friday, July 23rd
¢ Body Conditioning with Jackie at 8:00 AM (on site at at Forest
Hall at Chatham Mills)
Monday, July 26th
o ChairYoga with Lizat 10:00 AM F
e TaiChifor Arthritis at 3:00 PM &
Tuesday, July 27th
» Body Conditioning with Jackie at 8:00 AM (on site at at Forest
Hall at Chatham Mills)
Wednesday, July 28th
o Chair Yoga with Liz at 10:00AM =

= Programming Hosted On Zoom

For more information or to register for these and other programs, visit our
website: chathamcouncilonaging.org/activities/calendars/

& Ble & Ble &

Now Accepting Vehicle Donations!

Your unwanted car, truck, boat, motorcycle, SUV or even plane can be accepted as a
donation to the COA. Your generosity qualifies for a tax deduction and we’ll do all the
heavy lifting. The pick-up is free and we’ll schedule it during a time that’s
convenient for you. Call 855-500-RIDE (7433) or visit:
careasy.org/nonprofit/chathamcountycouncilonaginginc to get started!

Volunteers Needed...

For Meals on Wheels Delivery.
Contact Allison Andrews for more info: 919-542-4512
or allison.andrews@chathamcouncilonaging.org

The Chatham COA is Here for You!

For more information on our ongoing programs & services visit our website
at chathamcoa.org or call our centers, Monday-Friday, 8 am - 5 pm.

Eastern Chatham Senior Center
365 NC-87 N
Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-4512

Western Chatham Senior Center
112 Village Lake Road
Siler City, NC 27344
919-742-3975
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BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — For nearly
a year, Cedar Grove United
Methodist Church and Mex-
ican food truck Ta Contento
have worked to provide free
monthly meals to the commu-
nity.

Now, they’ve decided to
kick things up a notch: this
Saturday, Cedar Grove will
host its first “Summer Fiesta”
at 2791 Jones Ferry Rd. From
5 - 8 p.m., the Fiesta will offer
live music, dancing and — of
course — food.

Ta Contento, based in Chapel
Hill, will cater while Chatham
Outreach Alliance (CORA) will
also provide the church with
some shelf-stable food boxes to
distribute during the event for
those in need. Much like the
church’s monthly meal events,
Ta Contento and Cedar Grove
will only ask Fiesta attendees
to pay what they can for the
food.

The Fiesta will also offer live
music: musicians Erich Lieth
and Sara Vaca will play a mix
of Latin and jazz music, while
John Chasteen and Dudley
Hiller of Box Turtle Rescue
will play a set of eclectic folk
music.

“We hope the event will ben-
efit our friends and neighbors
from across our part of Cha-
tham County,” Cedar Grove
UMC'’s pastor, Danny Berrier,
told the News + Record.

Cedar Grove originally
partnered with Ta Contento
last August to provide free or
discounted monthly meals
to the community, especially
those laid low financially by
the pandemic. Cedar Grove
provides the location and funds
while Ta Contento — owned by

‘A CELEBRATION OF OUR COMMUNITY’

Pittsboro’s Cedar Grove church
to host ‘summer fiesta’ Saturday

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The CORA Mobile Market visited Cedar Grove UMC'’s
monthly ‘Pay What You Can’ event in April. They’ve also
provided some food boxes for distribution at Cedar Grove’s
‘Summer Fiesta’ event with Ta Contento this Saturday.

Nora Anaya and her husband
Hans — serves up the food.

“We subsidize the meal,”
Berrier told the News + Record
in January. “So if someone
comes in and says they can’t
afford a meal, we as the church
family will pay for that from
some of the gifts that were
given to our church.”

Unless there’s bad weather,
the church hosts these month-
ly “Pay What You Can” events
every second Thursday of each
month between 4 and 7 p.m. —
and they don’t plan on stopping
any time soon.

“We're continuing on,”
Berrier said. “ ... I don’t see
us dropping (it) — plus, Nora
doesn’t want to drop out. I
don’t think we’re going to stop
the monthly Pay What You Can
event. This (Summer Fiesta) is
just a supplemental new effort,
and we may decide that we do
this a couple times a year.”

Part of the idea behind the
Summer Fiesta, Anaya said,
is to reach more people and
spread the word about their
monthly Pay What You Can
events as well as other feeding
initiatives the church leads
with the community’s support.

That’s why the Fiesta’s on a
Saturday.

“It’s a really good idea I
think Nora had, and I agree,
you know, do it on a Saturday.
Maybe a different group will be
able to come,” he said, adding:
“It seems like the last few
events we did on Thursdays
are — and it may be the timing
— generally have diminished.
We get maybe 30 or 40 total
people coming through, and
that includes 15 or so from the
church.”

But beyond spreading the
word, the Fiesta’s also about
building community and
“getting to know some folks,”
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Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Nora Anaya and her husband Hans own Ta Contento, a
Mexican food truck based in Chapel Hill. They’re catering
the ‘Summer Fiesta’ at Cedar Grove UMC in Pittsboro this
Saturday.

IF YOU’RE GOING

WHAT: Summer Fiesta

WHEN: 5 - 8 p.m., Saturday, July 24

WHERE: Cedar Grove UMC, 2791 Jones Ferry Rd.
COST: free to everyone

FEATURING: community, dancing, live music and
food from the Chapel Hill-based Ta Contento food
truck

WHY: ‘We hope the event will benefit our friends
and neighbors from across our part of Chatham
County.” — Danny Berrier, Cedar Grove UMC’s
pastor

Berrier said. He hopes to see a
couple of hundred people turn
out.

“That’s why we called it a
Summer Fiesta — just a cele-
bration of our community in
our part in Chatham County,”
he said. “That’s sort of what
I'm hoping it will be.”

For more information, visit
the event’s Facebook page at
fb.me/e/1a01qxtYr or send
questions to info@cedargrove-
methodist.org.

Reporter Victoria Johnson can
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.

You know those tall,
blinding, hats that chefs
wear? Not
the mush-
room-shaped
ones, but the

tall straight

ones with

pleats?

They

DEBBIE have stories

about that
MATTH .EWS hat (called
The Curious a “toque
Cook blanche”) in
the food world.

The taller the hat, the higher
the rank. The white represents
cleanliness of the Kitchen.

And the pleats. According
to legend, the number of folds
in a hat indicated the number
of ways the chef underneath it
could cook an egg.

The minimum number was 100.

I may be lacking in such
depth of dishes, but never in
my appreciation of the marvel-
ous little miracle that is an egg.

Ilove eggs.

Growing up, when we were
sick, Mom would make us
a soft-boiled egg, with a dot
of margarine, and salt and
pepper, served in a pastel-col-
ored Tupperware cereal bowl.

(They can’t follow your rules, man!)

One for the pan

I’ve never eaten those marvel-
ous eggs unless it was in my
jimmies, cocooned under my
covers, home from school, sick.

I don’t know why.

Petey and I both love break-
fast for dinner. And unless it’s
a special night when I take
the time to make pancakes or
French toast, our quick go-to
is scrambled eggs, either on a
sandwich or with hash browns.

My version throws much, if not
most scrambling protocol right out
the window. But they’re fluffy and
light, moist, and tasty, every time.
And most importantly, I vow there
will never, ever be gross white
clots (called chalaza) in the eggs,
staring back at you over breakfast.

Frittatas, or as they call
them in Spain, tortillas (not
the things that make tacos and
tortillas) are another way to
make a meal out of eggs.

Alton Brown, Food Network
institution and NECI (New
England Culinary Institute)
alum, has a term: “refrigerator
Velcro.” It means a dish that bit
and bobs of this and that from
the fridge can be added to it.

Salad, soups and stews, and
hash are all edible Velcro.

So are frittatas.

The other night I made one

7 eggs

that mimicked our standard
scramble-hash brown dinner,
plus it had veggies and a touch
of dairy. And then, we had the
leftovers with a delicious new
condiment The Kid has recently
introduced to us: garlic toum.
Toum is a Lebanese paste made
from garlic, lemon juice, and a
neutral oil. It is ridiculously de-
licious on everything I've used it
on. (I buy it from Trader Joe’s.)

The Kid absolutely loathes
eggs, except for a freakish ado-
ration of Waffle House omelets
(and flan ... that child can not
get enough flan). But a lot of
kids love them.

And that’s a good thing.

They cost about 15 cents apiece.

Inside that smooth, alabaster
vault, the contents contain pro-
tein, iron, calcium and vitamins.
Even purchased at the farmer’s
market, it’s an amazing deal for
a protein with which to feed the
family. Or to feed a vegetarian.

Everybody could stand
adding a few new egg dishes to
their bag of tricks.

This time around, I'm giving out
homework. At least once a week,
learn a new egg dish. If you come
upon any marvelous recipes, or
truly dreadful ones, send me a note.

Then I'll share with the

Rebellious Scrambled Eggs

11/2-2 tablespoons butter

Serves two

Blend all the eggs, either with a hand blender (boat motor), or a regular blender. Blend for about 30 seconds, or until the eggs are completely homog-

enized and frothy, but the volume has not really increased.

Heat large non-stick frying pan with burner set halfway between high and medium-high.
Put in butter and allow to melt. Once it’s melted, but still bubbling pretty vigorously, pour in eggs. Add salt and pepper.

As soon as the eggs are seasoned, start turning down the heat, a bit at a time. When the eggs are ready to plate, the heat should be between medium

and medium-low.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews
A hash brown fritatta, fresh out of the oven.

whole class.
Thanks for your time.

Contact me at dm@bullcity.
mom.

1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly cracked pepper

With a with a non-stick compatible tool, begin to daintily stir/scrape the eggs. Get the cooked bits up, exposing more raw to the pan surface.

When there is almost all flipping of big hunks, and no real stirring of uncooked, turn down the heat for the last time.

When there is no really runny stuff left, but everything is very moist, and it looks a touch undercooked, plate. The eggs will continue to cook on the
plate (it’s called carryover, like for a hunk of cooked meat). If it looks done in the pan, it will be overcooked and dry on the fork.

I’'m kind of a purist, but it wouldn’t be awful to sprinkle plated eggs with a little freshly chopped parsley, or snipped chives.

My very favorite way to eat them is on top of a piece of buttered, toasted Ninth St. Bakery’s sourdough French.

1large Russet baking potato shredded

4 tablespoons butter, divided

3 cups of broccoli heads, very lightly steamed
11/2 cup mushrooms, cleaned, stemmed and

sliced

Hash Brown Frittata

1 small yellow onion, chopped finely

7 eggs, mixed with a hand blender until frothy
and lightened in color

1/3 cup cubes of soft cheese like mozzarella or
havarti
Salt and pepper

Heat a skillet, melt 2 tablespoons butter and add onions and mushrooms. Season vegetables. Sauté on medium-high heat until the moisture has been
released, then cooked out completely. Cook until there is browning on the vegetables. Set aside.

Preheat oven to 300°.

Heat a large, non-stick skillet and melt 2 tablespoons of butter. Add shredded potatoes, season, toss in butter, and press into pan in an even layer.
Cover and cook the potato on medium for 15 minutes. Uncover and put broccoli, mushrooms and onions on top. Then pour the eggs over in a circular

manner to get even distribution. Dot the top with the cheese.

Place pan into oven and cook for 25-30 minutes or until just set through. Remove and let sit 5-8 minutes before slicing and serving.

Makes 4 large servings.
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School board approves NCAE resolution
to improve learning conditions

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The Cha-
tham County Schools Board
of Education unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to improve
student learning conditions
at its meeting Monday night,
as requested of local boards
across the state by the North
Carolina Association of Educa-
tors (NCAE).

Among other items, the res-
olution — labeled as nonpar-
tisan — calls for an increase
in per-student spending, a
$15 minimum base pay for all
North Carolina school workers
and more funding for districts
to hire more school nurses,
counselors, social workers, psy-
chologists, and instructional
assistants.

The item was presented by
Chairperson Gary Leonard,
aretired CCS educator who
worked in education for 33
years and joined the board in
2010. Board member David
Hamm worked at CCS for 28
years as an educator and has
served on the board of educa-
tion since 2008.

“Mr. Hamm and I need to
make sure we preface this
because we’re both retirees
of North Carolina, and one of
the things is to increase our
retirement formulas,” Leonard
said of a stipulation within
the resolution. “We like all the
other things in there so we just
want to make sure that every-
body understands what we’re
hoping to improve — public
education.”

The resolution urges legisla-

tors to co-sponsor and vote for
legislation that reforms the sal-
ary scale to provide a 5% salary
increase and subsequent cost
of living adjustments for active
and retired educators.

“Another point is that this
is a resolution from the State
Teachers Association that
has been in the hands of the
legislators for some time.
People have supported this and
because we didn’t support it
publicly didn’t mean that we
weren’t supporting our teach-
ers,” Hamm said. “We did not
want that to be a perception.
And like Gary said, Gary and
I are not voting with this to
make sure we have a cost of liv-
ing increase to our retirements
— that’s more tongue in cheek
than it is seriousness. But yes,
everything on that resolution
are things that are long, long,
long overdue.”

The resolution was sent to
legislators several months
ago, and board members said
Chatham General Assembly
representatives Robert Reives
II and Valerie Foushee have
expressed support for it. School
boards across the state have
also approved the resolution.
In addition to the above items,
the resolution also calls for:

« Approval of a statewide
K-12 school construction and
renovation bond that provides
local education agencies with
much-needed funds

« Restoring state health care
benefits for school workers
who retire after “a lifetime of
service to our students”

- Expanding funding for
broadband, high-speed internet

in the state, with an emphasis
on rural, lower-income, and
communities of color

« Freezing funding for the
North Carolina private school
voucher program at current
levels until the other resolution
policy objectives are achieved

Members of the Chatham
County Association of Ed-
ucators also supported this
resolution, Leonard said, not-
ing it would send a “powerful
message” to state legislators
and to Gov. Roy Cooper.

In North Carolina, starting
teacher pay is 47th out of 50
states and 33rd in average
teacher pay, according to the
National Education Associa-
tion. Last month, state Senate
leaders presented a budget
spending proposal that would
slash corporate taxes and
award public school teachers
with a 1.5% raise.

North Carolina spent $2,866
less per student than the na-
tional average for the 2019-2020
school year, the resolution
said, citing a NEA report.

“We’ve got to keep our leg-
islators — we’ve gotta stay on
their backs,” Hamm said of the
resolution.

Other meeting business

The meeting began with
Superintendent Anthony Jack-
son, who started the role July
6, taking an oath of office for
superintendent.

“We’ll start right off with our
welcoming Dr. Jackson to Cha-
tham County,” Leonard said.
“Of course, he’s already hit the
ground running.”

The board also approved a

NEWS BRIEFS

Memorandum of Understand-
ing with the Chatham County
Public Health Dept. and a
Memorandum of Agreement
for a Chatham 250 Los Jets
Exhibit.

CCS has a longstanding
relationship with the health
department, the district said,
including the department’s
funding of two nurse positions
and an Instructional Program
Facilitator position. That
funding will continue into this
school year.

That MOU was updated to
add language pertaining to
COVID-19 in two places.

The Chatham 250 Los Jets
exhibit is a part of the county’s
anniversary plans for this year,
specifically celebrating the his-
tory of Jordan-Matthews High
School’s Los Jets soccer team.
The county will create a mobile
exhibit to share the team’s
story; the district will allow
the exhibit to be presented as
agreed-upon schools next fall.

The board did not explicitly
discuss COVID-19 protocol next
fall, but it did approve a motion
lifting the suspension of field
trips, after school activities, fa-
cility rentals, and school access
for visitors and volunteers.
Those suspensions were put in
place in spring 2020 in response
to COVID-19.

The meeting began with
public comments from parents
calling on the school board to
make mask-wearing optional
for CCS students next fall. Cur-
rently, universal mask-wearing
is still required in schools,
though Gov. Cooper said last
week he expected to issue an

updated recommendation soon,
following CDC guidance saying
masks should be optional for
fully vaccinated individuals.

On Monday, the American
Academy of Pediatrics joined
the CDC in calling for in-person
learning to fully resume, but
departed from the institution in
saying that universal masking
should be part of a “layered
approach to make school safe
for all students, teachers and
staff.” This guidance comes as
the Delta variant spreads and
as it remains uncertain when
students 12 and under will be
able to be vaccinated.

While COVID-19 data sug-
gests young children are less
likely to get COVID-19 and to
spread it, epidemiologists have
long cited mask-wearing as an
essential protection against
spread of infection among un-
vaccinated people. Early data
also suggests the Delta variant
is more contagious than other
strains.

“Our children need to get
unmasked, OK, if not, if you
do not unmask our children,
you better come up with some
money to help provide for
them in the future for their
social, emotional and mental
stress that they’re going to
have in the future,” said one
speaker, Edie Jacomet, “be-
cause they will — they will,
mark my words, so I'm just
asking you, please unmask
our children.”

Reporter Hannah McClellan
can be reached at hannah@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at
@HannerMcClellan.

2022 ‘Come to the Table’
conference requesting
workship proposals

PITTSBORO — The Rural Advance-
ment Foundation International - USA
(RAFI-USA) issued a request for work-
shop proposals (RFP) for the upcoming
2022 Come to the Table (CTTT) Confer-
ence. With funding support from The
Duke Endowment, the conference will
be held March 15-16, 2022, in Greenville,
N.C., at the Greenville Convention
Center.

Plenary speakers Natalie Baszile
(We Are Each Other’s Harvest and
Queen Sugar) and Dr. Norbert Wilson
(Professor of Food, Economics, and
Community at Duke Divinity School)
were recently announced. This is the
eighth Come to the Table Conference
and nearly 500 people attended the most
recent gathering in 2019.

The 2022 conference theme is “Spirit,
Power, and Connection: Owning Our
Food Future,” and the conference will
explore the role of connection and
agency as crucial steps in building
a just and sustainable food system.
Workshops will share resources, tools
and knowledge to support attendees in
being effective community advocates
for a more just food system, provide
space for people to connect and build

relationships and energize attendees

to go back to their communities with
knowledge to challenge the systemic
nature of hunger and the skills and
connections to grow structures that are
based in justice.

The 2019 CTTT conference featured
55 workshops and 139 speakers on a
range of topics, including racial equity,
theology, community development, en-
vironmental justice and public policy.
97% of interviewed participants ranked
the quality of the workshops as “very
good” or “good.”

Workshop presenters will be offered
an honorarium of $150 for one pre-
senter, $100 each for two presenters,
$75 each for three presenters and $50
each for four or more presenters. All
presenters will receive free registration
to the conference. Submissions are
due Aug. 27 and will be reviewed by a
committee. Accepted applicants will be
notified by Sept. 30.

To submit a workshop proposal for
the 2022 Come to the Table Confer-
ence, visit our Request for Propos-
als (RFP) website here. To receive
future announcements regarding
the 2022 CTTT conference, join our
mailing list at http://bit.ly/JoinE-
mailCTTT.
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BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Two weeks of
samples taken from Pittsboro’s water
intake show decreasing concentrations
of 1,4-Dioxane in the town’s drinking
supply since a yet unknown Greens-
boro source discharged at least two
“slugs” of the dangerous chemical into
the Haw last month.

The latest round of data indicate
1,4-Dioxane — a suspected carcinogen
derived from industrial runoff — has
been diluted to levels beneath the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
standard of maximally acceptable con-
centrations for potable water.

On July 14, the most recent sample
date as of press time Tuesday, Pitts-
boro’s finished water contained 17.3
parts per billion of 1,4-Dioxane at the
Horton water tank, 16.2 ppb at the
1.0M water tank and fewer than 3 ppb
elsewhere. The EPA recommends no
more than 35 ppb in healthy drinking
water based on a one in 10,000 chance
of cancer over lifetime exposure.

“As expected, as we become further
removed from the contamination event,
we are seeing levels steadily decrease
closer to non-detect, <1.0 (ppb),” Town
Manager Chris Kennedy said in a
statement. “Despite the improvements,
town staff will continue to monitor
and sample the water until we achieve
consistent non-detect results.”

Trouble begins

On July 1, the City of Greensboro and
the North Carolina Dept. of Environ-
mental Quality reported an illegal
discharge of 1,4-Dioxane into South
Buffalo Creek — a Haw River tributary
— in effluent from Greensboro’s TZ

1,4-DIOXANE IN PITTSBORO’S WATER

Contaminant levels still decreasing
since Greensboro spill

Osborne Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Preliminary samples in Greensboro
indicated levels between 543 ppb and
687 ppb, almost 20 times greater than
what the EPA’s guideline permits. The
chemical had not previously appeared
in Pittsboro’s water at any detectable
level for more than a year.

After learning of the pollution, Pitts-
boro staff began testing the town’s wa-
ter supply, Pittsboro Water Plant Super-
intendent Adam Pickett told the News
+ Record, and have taken daily samples
since. Results have been processed at
Reidsville’s Meritech Labs.

In the immediate wake of Greens-
boro’s contamination, 1,4-Dioxane
levels at Pittsboro’s raw water intake
were non-detectable. Two days later a
raw water sample included 76.5 ppb,
and later samples showed 38.2 ppb and
43.7 ppb over the next few days. Fin-
ished water at Pittsboro’s water tanks
contained much lower concentrations
of 1,4-Dioxane, none higher than 5.56
ppb.

A week later, however, 1,4-Dioxane
levels spiked again. Pittsboro represen-
tatives have publicly inferred there was
at least a second illegal discharge of
1,4-Dioxane in Greensboro, though no
such incident was formally reported.

Raw water samples from July 6
showed 1,4-Dioxane ranging from
26.5 ppb to 93.6 ppb, a higher ceiling
than earlier detected. The chemical’s
concentration in treated drinking water
was also elevated. At the Chatham
Forest site, levels reached 66.8 ppb and
finished tank water showed 21.7 ppb.
Treated water from the Horton tank
was much lower, just 1.71 ppb.

“Town staff believes that these
numbers indicate a delayed or second-
ary influx of 1,4-Dioxane reaching the

Pittsboro raw water intake with what
appears to be an additional slug of con-
tamination coming from Greensboro on
or immediately before July 6, 2021 ...”
Kennedy said last week.

Upon seeing the test results, town
staff flushed the Chatham Forest
tank and refilled it with what they
“expect(ed) to be less contaminated fin-
ished water” as concentrations trended
down.

“From a strategic perspective, the
town is continually turning over the
stored water in our water tanks more
frequently than usual,” Kennedy said
in a release, “to continually refresh the
water with improved and better quality
finished water so that 1,4-Dioxane con-
taminated water exits our public supply
as quickly as possible.”

The bigger picture

As of press time, the Greensboro
party responsible for discharging dan-
gerous levels of 1,4-Dioxane was still
unidentified. The City of Greensboro is
obligated to limit 1,4-Dioxane discharge
per a Special Order of Consent between
the city and the North Carolina Dept. of
Environmental Quality signed in Feb-
ruary. The SOC stipulates no more than
45 ppb of 1,4-Dioxane may be released
into the Haw per day.

The agreement was triggered in 2019
after the discovery that Shamrock En-
vironmental — an environmental and
industrial waste management services
company — was dumping 705 parts
per billion to 1,210 parts per billion of
1,4-Dioxane at the TZ Osborne plant.
The Shamrock location in Greensboro
is a tanker cleaning facility that also
manages wastewater and recycles
drilling mud.

Water samples of Shamrock’s efflu-

ent showed 98.8 ppb of 1,4-Dioxane on
July 6 and July 7 and 466 ppb on July
7in a “flume grab” — water which
had not been mixed with other sourc-
es at the wastewater treatment pant.
But Greensboro representatives have
denied any connection between the
company and last month’s spill.

Alternative sources had not been
presented as of press time.

“So that’s what Greensboro is
working on,” Pickett, Pittsboro’s water
superintendent, previously told the
N+R, “trying to figure out where this
source is coming from all of a sudden.
And we’re working with Greensboro,
as well, so hopefully we can get this
knocked down pretty quick.”

What comes next?

Pittsboro representatives, including
Kennedy and elected officials, have
said they will demand explanation and
compensation from Greensboro for its
violation of the SOC and negligence in
protecting downstream neighbors from
the city’s dangerous effluent.

The town’s board of commission-
ers hosted a special session at 5:30
p.m. on Tuesday — immediately after
press time for this edition of the News
+ Record — to “discuss the town’s
understanding of the issue to date and
the town’s response moving forward,”
Kennedy said in the meeting announce-
ment. The meeting was held virtually
via Zoom.

For the latest on Pittsboro’s water
quality, including highlights of Tues-
day’s board meeting, check back on
chathamnewsrecord.com.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached
at dldolder @chathamnr.com and on
Twitter @dldolder.
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POLICE REPOR'TS

CHATHAM COUNTY Hill, was arrested by August 27.
SHERIFF’S OFFICE Deputy Jonas Lassiter for

On July 14, Adam Daniel failure to appear. Morgan On July 16, James Kirk
Webster, 35, homeless, was issued a $500 secured Morgan, 38, of 104 New

bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham
County District Court in

Stateside Drive, Chapel
Hill, was arrested by
Deputy Jonas Lassiter,

was arrested by Deputy
Olivia Sturdivant for
violation of domestic

violence protective Pittsboro on July 21. for failure to appear on
order and second degree charges of driving while
trespassing. Webster was  On July 15, Justin Carl license revoked. Morgan
issued a 48-hour domes- Dolinger, 29, of 524 Buck  was issued a $500 secured
tic violence hold and is Gunter Road, Siler City bond and is scheduled
scheduled to appear in was arrested by Deputy to appear in Randolph
Chatham County District Percy Grady for assault County District Court in
Court in Pittsboro on on a female. Dolinger was Asheboro on July 28.
July 21. issued a 48-hour domes-

tic violence hold and is On July 18, Shana Hil-

On July 15, James Kirk
Morgan, 38, of 104 New
Stateside Drive, Chapel

liard McLeod, 34, of 138
Morris Wood Lane, New
Hill, was arrested by

scheduled to appear in
Chatham County District
Court in Pittsboro on

Dental Insurance

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. It can help cover the services you're most

likely to use -
Cleanings  X-rays Fillings Crowns Dentures

4 Preventive care starts right away

+

Helps cover over 350 services

4 Go to any dentist you want - but
save more with one in our network

4 No deductible, no annual maximum

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Call pow o gok Hhis FREE | =

InFormation KiH |
dental50plus.com/chatham }

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider.
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150
(GA: PI50GA; NY: PISONY; OK: PIS00K; TN: PI50TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

/]

Physicians Mutual’

Insurance for all of us.”

Deputy Johnny Grif- child. Brooks wasissued pear in Chatham County
fin, for communicating a $50,000 secured bond District Court in Pitts-
threats. McLeod was and is scheduled to ap- boro on August 23.

issued a written promise
to appear in Chatham
County District Court in
Pittsboro on July 28.

On July 18, James Ronnie

pear in Chatham County
District Court in Pitts-
boro on August 23.

On July 18, Xavier Pierre
Walker, 50, of 1818 North
Chatham Avenue, Siler

On July 18, Dino Lam- City, was arrested by

Brooks Sr., 71, of 31 Lewis ont Thompson, 62, of Deputy Johnny Griffin
Brown Road, Bennett, 120 Honeysuckle Drive, for a true bill of indict-
was arrested by Deputy Pittsboro, was arrested ment related to charges
Johnny Griffin for atrue by Deputy Johnny Griffin of being a habitual felon.

Walker was issued a writ-
ten promise to appear in
Chatham County District
Court in Pittsboro on
August 23.

for a true bill of indict-
ment related to charges
of being a habitual felon.
Thompson was issued a
written promise to ap-

bill of indictment related
to charges of statutory
sex offense with child
under the age of 15 and
indecent liberties with a
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Chatham Literacy’s newest program manager works
to ensure equitable access to basic education

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Upon en-
tering North Carolina State
University, Asheboro native
Joselyn Villasenor thought she
knew how her college experi-
ence would end: with a degree
in textile marketing.

But as part of her degree
requirements, she took a
detour — and that detour, a
sociology class, helped her
find her passion: ensuring
everyone can access quality
education, regardless of their
circumstances. Now, just a
few years later, she’s putting
that passion to work as the
Chatham County Literacy
Council’s newest program
coordinator.

“I just want to make sure
that everybody is given a fair
chance and at least even sees
higher education or just liter-
acy in general as a reachable
goal, as something that they
can do, regardless of their
status in the country, regard-
less of their race, regardless
of their gender identity, all
those things,” said Villasefior,
24.

She first joined Chatham
Literacy’s staff as a volun-
teer coordinator in April,
but soon became one of
two program coordinators
instead. There, her sociology
background — understand-
ing context and how it shapes
people’s lives — has helped
provide her the tools to work
toward ensuring everyone
that fair chance.

“A lot of the folks that we
provide our services to come
from a very particular back-
ground — you know, immi-
grant families handling multi-
ple jobs sometimes, taking care
of their families,” she said, “ ...
and so, kind of understanding
their background and under-
standing where they come
from is kind of essential to pro-
viding services that are going
to be effective for them.”

Founded in 2008 as a non-
profit, Chatham Literacy
offers free basic education
to adults living in Chatham
County, with the help of
volunteer tutors. Among their
bundle of services, they offer
tutoring in literacy skills for
English speakers, adult sec-
ondary education, plus ESOL
(English for Speakers of Other
Languages) and a citizenship
program.

As program coordinator,
Villasenor helps to manage it
all. Besides recruiting students
and tutors, she trains and over-
sees tutors, matches them with
students and takes care of the
nonprofit’s outreach efforts.

Bilingual in English and
Spanish, she also acts as the
liaison between tutors and
students, most of whom speak
Spanish as their first language.

“When we’re communicating
with students, majority, like,
80% of the time or more, it’s

¥
R

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Asheboro native Joselyn Villasefnor is Chatham Literacy’s
newest program coordinator. Bilingual in English and
Spanish, she joined Chatham Literacy in April.

Spanish that we’re commu-
nicating with them (in),” she
said, adding, “We send texts
out weekly as well to our
students, and those are
in Spanish as well.”

But among all of
her responsibil-

intla, Guatemala in the 1980s
and 1990s respectively.
“They actually first came
here to live in Siler City,”
she said, “but then they
moved to Asheboro.”
Growing up, she said
she was “an artsy kid,”

ities, she takes and upon
one especially ‘ entering
seriously — college, she’d
providing decided to
support to pursue an
both tutors D E C H A T H A M artsy career
aniﬁudte}:lnts and Chatham News +Record patl’}z_t]’all pat}}‘llt
making them __ she thoug
feel welcome.  |Ll| Scoomr Al Moniitaive Shedfound
She and UNC HEALTH CARE in textile
her coworker marketing.

hold weekly Zoom sessions on
Fridays for tutors, and they’re
always just a phone call away
for anyone — student or tutor
— who needs assistance.

“Mostly new tutors, you
know, they seem to be the
most intimidated by the whole
process,” she said, “so we just
allow them to see that there’s
community here and if they
have any questions, any con-
cerns, that sort of thing, that
we’re here and we’re happy to
help them.”

‘A better fit’

Villasenior grew up just 30
minutes away from Siler City
in Asheboro — but in another
world, she might have called
Siler City her hometown. Her
parents originally immigrated
to North Carolina from Escu-

“I was just like, ‘Yeah, you
know, textile marketing, that
seems Kkind of artsy, but also
business-y,”” she said.

So, her plan? Attend Ran-
dolph Community College for
two years and then transfer to
N.C. State, where she’d major
in textile marketing. To lay
the groundwork for that path,
she’d even earned an associ-
ate’s degree in science at RCC
since the major required a lot
of math- and science-focused
courses.

Once she transferred to
N.C. State and began working
toward that degree, however,
she began to have second
thoughts.

“Irealized that it was a very
specialized field and I wasn’t
sure about how I felt about,
you know, being in one field

for the rest of my career,”
Villasenor said. “So, I decided
to transfer to sociology, and
that made a lot more sense, and
it fit in with my interests, and
that was a better fit.”

Originally, she’d taken a
sociology class just to fulfill
her “humanities” general ed-
ucation degree requirements,
but she ended up loving it too
much to stop. She enjoyed
learning about diverse per-
spectives; it drew her in much
more than any of her textile
classes.

“You were able to participate
and hear what other people
were seeing, and that was very
different from what I was doing
in my textile classes, where I
was just learning about textiles
and how to make things, how
to market things so that people
would want to buy them, and
that sort of thing,” she said. “It
was always kind of, like, you're
worrying about the bottom
line, and less about people. ...
Maybe selling products isn’t
the end all be all. Maybe we
should worry about the people
first.”

Villasenor graduated from
N.C. State with a degree in
sociology in December of 2019
as a first-generation college
student.

“At first I took a break,
because I was like, you know
what? I've studied. I think I de-
serve a break,” she said with a
laugh. “Then I took the break,
but then the break kind of
turned into, like, ‘Well, a lot of
people aren’t hiring right now
because we’re in the middle of
a pandemic.’”

She began searching for
work, she said, but it was a
challenge to even secure a
job interview while COVID-19
raged across the U.S.

“So it was a great time to be
a grad,” Villasenor joked.

Eventually, though, the
job search paid off. Late last
year, she finally found a
part-time job with Chatham
County as a visitation super-
visor — something she’s still
doing. And when she saw the
job opening with Chatham
Literacy, she didn’t hesitate
to apply.

“I loved what they were
doing,” she said. “Educa-
tion has always been really
important, in my life, at least.
That was something that my
parents really, from a young
age, ingrained in us. That
should be our number one
priority — education should
always be that. ... I guess I
have a personal attachment
to education and providing
education that’s accessible for
everyone.”

Villasenor also got excited
about the nonprofit’s Latinx
outreach, something she’d par-
ticipated in with several Latinx
organizations at State, what
she called a “PWI,” or Predom-
inantly White Institution.

In collaboration with one
such Latinx organization, she

and others brought Latinx
high school students and their
families to State’s campus,
giving them tours and provid-
ing parents Spanish-language
information sessions.

“That was something that
was, I guess, it might seem very
mundane here,” she said. “But
it was such a big thing at State,
because a lot of the services or
a lot of the information regard-
ing pursuing higher education
is only in English. We were
able to answer a parent’s ques-
tions, that sort of thing, and so
that was really fun.”

It was a challenge learning
the ropes at first, she said, but
three months into the job, she
said she’s getting there — even
as Chatham Literacy’s services
continue to morph while the
pandemic dies down.

During the pandemic, Cha-
tham Literacy switched over
to virtual Zoom tutoring. But
thanks to rising vaccination
rates and lowering case counts
in Chatham, they’ve reopened
the main office and have plans
to go fully back in person by
August 1st.

There are some not-so-glam-
orous” days, Villasefior said
— usually involving data entry
— but so far, it’s been a blast.

“I thought I would be a good
fit here, and so far, so good,”
Villasenor said, smiling. “I
love working with students
and being able to give them the
information on these opportu-
nities they can take.”

Seeing Chatham Literacy’s
students succeed, she added,
has been one of the best parts
of the job.

“Like, ‘Oh, when I first
came to the organization, my
English was very limited,” but
now, with the help of their
tutor, they make their own
appointments now,” she said,
“so they don’t have to rely
on their 6-year-old kid to do
those appointments for them,
or they’re able to kind of have
more agency over their lives.
That’s always so rewarding ...
and it’s so great to hear that
they’ve been able to make
progress.”

In the long run, she said she
hopes to help the organization
broaden its reach to a more
diverse coalition of tutors and
students. Most of their stu-
dents are Hispanic, while most
of their volunteer tutors are
white retirees.

“I just hope that we can have
a more diverse pool of tutors
as well, so that when students
come and use our services, you
know, they at least have some
representation of themselves
in these tutors,” Villasenior
said. “And so, I just hope that
we’re becoming more diverse
in our tutors and our students
and that we can accurately
represent the population in
Chatham County.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson can
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.

While El Futuro’s Durham office reopens to
clients, Siler City office stays remote

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — El Futuro
will once again allow pa-
tients into its Durham office
for in-person appointments,
according to a Friday press re-
lease, but its Siler City location
will stay remote for now.

“We hope we can open the
Siler City office soon,” E1
Futuro’s communications
manager, Mary Hondermann,
told the News + Record. “In the
meantime, we are learning new
things during this process in our
Durham clinic and still figuring
things out to serve our commu-
nity the best way we can.”

El Futuro is a bilingual
mental health clinic that serves
the Spanish-speaking commu-
nity with a bundle of bilingual
services, including therapy,
psychiatry, substance use treat-
ment and case management.

It has two clinics — one in
Durham and another in Siler
City, located on 401 North Ivey
Ave. Its Durham office is located
at 2020 Chapel Hill Drive, Suite

23. The Durham clinic reopen-
ing follows more than a year
of virtual-only services, after
COVID-19 forced its offices to
shut down in March of 2020.

“After a challenging year
offering our services virtually,
we are finally able to contin-
ue serving our patients face
to face, and this fills us with
excitement!” the press release
said. “This is also a great step
to start new connections and
pick up what we had left be-
hind because of COVID.”

Patients may call 919-688-7101
to make in-person appointments
at E1 Futuro’s Durham clinic
or to seek more information.
According to the clinic’s website,
staff may require patients to
wear masks and socially dis-
tance themselves while inside
“to keep things safe.”

El Futuro will also hold a
walk-in clinic beginning Aug.
3rd that new patients may
attend. Thereafter, they’ll hold
the walk-in clinic in Durham
every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon.
Walk-in appointments are first-

come, first-serve. Staff asks
that patients bring their Medic-
aid, Health Choice or Medicare
insurance cards if they have
them, but will also treat those
without insurance.

Several El Futuro therapists,
including Courtney Crawford,
previously told the News +
Record that though telehealth
has its limits, it also brought
many opportunities — includ-
ing expanded service hours
and reach. Crawford is also E1
Futuro’s director of outpatient
clinical services.

“Throughout the pandemic,
clients have graciously invited
me into their homes via video
during our telehealth visits,”
Crawford said in the press
release. “I listened to their
life stories and even watched
housework finish as we spoke.”

Yet, despite the unexpect-
ed benefits, Crawford said,
telehealth couldn’t quite match
up to in-person therapy — and
that’s why she’s glad to return.

“As we reopen our clinic, I
am particularly excited to see
patients in person in an envi-

Submitted photo

El Futuro’s staff poses inside the clinic’s Durham office
during a vaccination drive in early April. The Durham office
is once again reopening to in-person appointments, but the
Siler City office will remain remote for now.

ronment that is welcoming,
friendly, and free of inter-
ruptions,” she said. “I look
forward to giving clients an
hour in their week where they
can pause, reflect, and move
toward greater health and

healing. I have to admit that I
feel very good to welcome them
to our home, El Futuro.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson can
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.
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Public Utilities $250 The fee changes can be this momentum going,” said NCDOT’s Sponsor-A-Highway

Implements Increases
to Some Fees

PITTSBORO — As of July
1, 2021, residents who have
a water tap and/or meter
installed on their property
in Chatham County will pay
more for these services. The
fee increases are necessary in
order to cover the costs that
Chatham County incurs to
install taps and set meters.
Fees will also be increasing
for fire flow testing, hydro-
static pressure testing and
bacteriological sampling. It
has been more than a decade
since Chatham County Public
Utilities has increased its fees.

The list of increased fees:

» Meter Set (Installation) Fee

- Tap Fee (standard % tap) -
previously $1,000, increased to
$1,400

 Fire Flow Testing - pre-
viously $50, increased to
$160

« Hydrostatic Pressure Test
on new construction - previ-
ously $70, increased to $80

- Bacteriological Sam-
pling on new construction
— previously $35, increased
to $160

“The previous fees did not
cover the cost Chatham County
incurs to conduct these ser-
vices,” said Chatham County
Public Utilities Director Larry
Bridges. “The additional fees
will cover the cost of materi-
als and labor to perform each
service as the county continues
to experience increased devel-

found on the Chatham County
website where Water Fees and
Rates are provided. Residents
may call 919-542-8270 if they
have questions.

More than 8 million

pounds of roadside

litter collected this
year

The N.C. Department of
Transportation’s crews, con-
tractors and volunteers have
collected more than 8 million
pounds of litter from roadsides
and are on pace to exceed the
state’s record for litter collec-
tion set in 2019.

“We’re less than two months
away from our annual Fall
Litter Sweep and we’re count-

-ITlis summer the world
turns its eyes to Tokyo, .
Japan. Why?That’s

where the Summer
Olympics will be held
starting on Friday, July 23. .

s Wid

Meetile
Meetit 2

Miraitowa is the official mascot of the 2021
Summer Olympics. Miraitowa comes from two
Japanese words, mirai meaning future and
towa meaning eternity. Miraitowa has a
personality inspired by the Japanese proverh,
“learn from the past and develop new ideas.”
Miraitowa is cheerful, athletic, and has

aspedial power,

state Transportation Secretary
Eric Boyette. “Please do your
part by securing your loads
before traveling, throw away
trash in garbage bins, recycle
when you can and make sure
your friends and family do the

same.”

NCDOT and its partners
have removed 8 million pounds
of litter since Jan. 1. At this
rate, NCDOT will exceed the
10.5 million pounds of litter
collected in 2019.

The 2021 Fall Litter Sweep
will be held from Sept. 11-25.
To learn more about the litter
sweep, visit the program’s

webpage.

NCDOT’s litter management
programs are multifaceted.

Program allows businesses,
organizations and individu-
als to sponsor litter removal
along roadsides. NCDOT is
also proud to partner with
the more than 120,000 partici-
pants in the Adopt-A-Highway
Program, where volunteers
pledge to clean a section of
our highways at least four
times a year.

If you spot someone littering
from their vehicle, report them
with NCDOT’s Swat-A-Litter-
bug app by downloading the
app at ncdot.gov/litter.

Litter is unsightly, costs
millions of dollars to clean up
and can hurt the environment,
tourism and the state’s quality
of life.

The department makes use

of state-owned forces and
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Someity is the official mascot of the Summer
Paralympic Games. Someity is named after
somieyoshino, a type of cherry blossom. Its name
also sounds like the English phrase, so mighty.
Someity is calm, quiet, and has enormous mental
and physical strength. Someity represents the
Paralympic athletes who overcome obstacles and
achieve things once thought impossible.

Children

The Tokyo Games
organizing committee
invited people to submit
designs for the mascots.
Atotal of 2,042 mascot
designs were sentin. The
committee selected
three pairs of mascot
designs.

Nearly 206,000 Japanese
elementary school
students voted for the
ones they liked best!

Imagine that the Olympic Games will be
ChOSen by 1d in yourtownyDrgwa mascot to

— CN +R staff reports

() wia scoon Toyetner:

Read these questions to a family member. How many did they get right?

1. What do the five rings of the
Olympics mean?
(1 Five Cities
[ Five Countries
(1 Five Continents

2. What does the Olympic Motto
“Citius, Altius, Fortius” mean?
(1 Smarter, Stronger, Faster
[ Swifter, Higher, Stronger
(1 Better, Bigger, Bolder

3. According to the Olympic Creed,
the most important thing in the
Olympic Games is not towin but ...

(1 to play fair.
[ to win big.
(1 to take part.

4. Where is the Olympic torch first lit?

(1 Athens
(] Greece
(1 Olympia

5. Women were first allowed to
compete in the Olympics in what
year?

(11800
(11900
(12000

6. The 2022, Winter Olympic Games
will be held in:

(2 Paris
(] Beijing
[ Los Angeles

7. Which of the following is NOT a
color of one of the Olympicrings?
(1 Blue
(1 Purple
(1 Black

8. All the participating countries
sent female athletes for the
first time in which Olympics?

(1 1976 Montreal
(1 1984 Los Angeles
[ 2012 London

Tokvo  Whatis Miraitowa’s What is Someity’s
; superpower? superpower?
Circle every other letter to find out. Circle every other letter to find out.
s
G (BTK(LAGNBTYETLAERPJO @CHUEVAKBMIYLFIQTDYITPOA
IRSTDARNFYHWCHQEZ TLACLJKXTNOHSWTEOQINJEN
. RCENIJTSWBAVNMTQSA STAGNKDLTNHBEDWGIYNPDS
Olympic Mascots T T Y
Amascotis any human, animal, or object used to - ; - - - T T T T L T _0_
representa groupsuch asaschool, ompany 00 0o———————— _ === ==
or sports team. Each Olympics also has one or N A - — I - § - —
moremascots. N w_
Itis said that a picture is worth a thousand words.
At the Olympic Games, a picture is worth a thousand
words in hundreds of languages. 11+ 11 +11= 24+6= M-9=
Pictograms are simplified pictures or symbols.
There is one for each sport to help people from all over
the world understand what is happening.
For example, this pictogram represents
the Olympic sport of judo.
(an you read these pictograms?
. Do the math to I:na’rch eacP )
pictogram to the name of the
Olympic event it represents. 14+14= 3+6+2= 9+9+9= 5+2=
12= Royvmg_ ‘““a" EX," al
11 =Swimming 4
13 = Triathlon - Thbe fgeat X
18 = Artistic Gymnastics ym ol Searc
3; — gﬂﬂien.rgenms ' Look for five symbols
28 = Archery in today’s newspaper.
30 = Foothall (Soccer) Show them to a friend
27 = Equestrian Jumping 8+9+1= 3+346= 17-4= 2-12= to see if they can tell
10= é\thletics what the sy{nbol
32 =Fencing . represents.
B0 Explore more at olympics.com B e
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Find the words in the puzzle by
GYMNASTICS looking up, down, back_wards,
represent where you live. WATER POLO  forwards, sideways and diagonally.
BASEBALL |G NI MMIWS BO
SWIMMING |5 L 0 PR E T AWR
SURFING LELSYMSTIE
SAILING FOPTIUETC CETUTZC
KARATE ONS PBRONDC
TENNIS KARATETFNOO
SOCCER
RCLGNTIULTITAS
TRACK
TLKCARTSNS
CANOE S C S ANMY
I T G
GOLF
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Children are born curious. From their earliest days, sensory
exploration brings delight and wonder. New discoveries expand
their minds. When they unlock the joy of reading, their world
widens further. Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery for elementary school
children by providing interactive, engaging and relevant
age-appropriate materials designed to awaken the magic of
reading at school, at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy non-profit, visit
kidscoopnews.org

(==~ Write On!

My Favorite
Olympic Event

What is your favorite event in the
Summer Olympics and why?

the

Chatham YMCA

* CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
* YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
* YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

287 East Street, Suite 412,
Pittsboro, NC 27312
More Info: 919-545-9622

Chatham News + Record

Subscribe Today
919-663-3232
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232

Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each
PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999.
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room,
six offices, kitchenette and
restrooms. Siler Business Park,
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS

WINDSOR ARMS APARTMENTS
- Has 2 bdrm units available
NOW! Accepting apps for

the wait list for 1 bdrm units.
Rental Assistance available;
$25 application fee; Credit/
Criminal check required. Visit
us Mon-Wed 9am-1pm & Thurs
9am-12pm at 1409 E. 11th
Street, Apt 2-B in Siler City, NC
27344, or call to schedule an
appointment (919) 663-2473.
This institution is profession-
ally managed by Partnership
Property Management, an
equal opportunity provider and
employer. Jy15,22,29,Au5,4tc

SILER SCHOOL SQUARE APTS
- Has 2 bdrm units available

NOW for $675.00/mo! Accept-
ing apps for wait list for 1
bdrm units. Amenities include:
playground, fitness center,
computer room, and much
more! Affordable housing,
must meet income require-
ments. Call (919) 799-7557 for
more info, or stop by 511 West
Fourth St A-10 in Siler City
Mon-Thurs 9am-2pm. Credit

& criminal background check
required. Handicap accessible
units subject to availability.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
Professionally managed by
Partnership Property Manage-
ment. Jy15,22,29,Au5,4tc

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces
its newest independent living
community for adults 55 years
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-

plications now being accepted.

Office hours: Mon, Tues &
Thurs, 8:30 - 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information,
TDD # 1-800-735-2962, Equal
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances
furnished, on-site laundry,
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no
security deposit. Application
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton

TAKING APPLICATIONS

for Siler City Country Club
seasonal golf maintance

position. Applications at
clubhouse.

919-742-3721

Join the

Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

1998 OLDSMOBILE AURORA,
67,000 miles, new A/C Com-
pressor. Always garage kept,
never wrecked or damaged.
Pearl white with tan leather
interior. $4,500., 919-742-2394
or 919-548-3761. Jy22,1tp

2011 FORD 13-PASSENGER VAN
- 161,125 miles, white with tan
interior. New tires and battery.
Very good condition. Call Wil-
liam @ 919-663-0426 or Phyllis
at 919-200-1810. Price $13,000.
Jy22,1tp

YARD SALES

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE -
Saturday, July 24, 7:30 until...
104 N Tenth Avenue, Siler City.
A bit of everything. Clothes,
shoes, household items. Items
for back-to-school and lots
more. Jy22,1tp

AUCTIONEERS

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal
Property, Estate Settlement,
Farms & Land, Business Lig-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed
Real Estate and Auction Firm.
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, My6,tfnc

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business,
Liquidation, Estates, Land,
Houses, Antiques, Personal
property, Coins, Furniture,
Consignments, Benefits, etc.,
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684,
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com,
My6,tfnc

News + Record’s Team

HELP WANTED

Delivery Drivers

The Chatham News + Record
1s seeking part-time drivers
to assist in the delivery of
newspapers on Wednesday
or Thursday mornings. Ability
to lift 251bs, work 1n various
weather conditions and a
valid NC drivers license
1s required.

Please email resume and
references to Jason Justice
at jjustice@chathamnr.com

Chatham News + Record

EOE

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS

- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194.
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of
charge. Due to many months
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot
pay for cars at this time. Cars,
trucks, and machinery will be
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

1 PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars
and trucks. Prompt courteous
service. Call 910-464-5434 or
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless!
J9,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree

removal, stump grinding, lot
clearing. Visa & Master Card
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

LAND SURVEYOR - Experience
preferred but will consider
entry level application. Cha-
tham County area. No travel
involved. Full time outside
work. Benefits. Valid NC driv-
er’s license is required and

be able to drive company
vehicle. Need to have good
driving record. Background

/ drug check. Bonus if hired.
919-812-3592 or email finchsur-
vey2507@gmail.com. Jy22,1tc

DRYWALL SUB CREW NEEDED:
Hanging, Finishing, Repair,
Popcorn Texture Removal.
Must do the highest quality
work. No druggies, alcoholics
or criminal backgrounds. At

least one of crew must speak
English. J22,29,2tp

EL SUBCONTRATISTA de pan-
eles de yeso necesitaba rep-
aracion de acabado colgante
Eliminacion de textura de pal-
omitas de maiz. Debes hacer
un trabajo de la mas alta cal-
idad. Sin adictos a las drogas
alcohdlicas ni antecedentes
penales. Al menos un miembro
de la tripulacion debe hablar
inglés. Jy22,29,2tp

MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the

life of a child. Part-time or
full-time help wanted at
Ebenezer’s Attic. Please send
resume to info@egcch.org, call
Karen at 919-663-2770, or go by
the store located at 218 East
11th Street, Siler City. Jy22,1tc

JOIN THE MINISTRY TEAM at
First UMC Siler City! FUMC is
looking for an Administrative
Assistant. This position needs
to be very familiar with the
computer, including but not
limited to Publisher, Excel, and
all Google Workplaces. The
position is part-time, working
Monday thru Thursday 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Send a resume and
cover letter to Pastor William
at william.sabiston@nccumc.
org or P.0. Box 212, Siler City,
NC 27344. Jy22,29,2tc

TOWN OF PITTSBORO invites
applications for the position
of: Water Treatment Plant
Superintendent/ORC. An equal
opportunity employer. Hiring
Salary: $ 53,314 - 76,844; Clos-
ing Date: July 31st, 2021 @
5pm; Position Type: Full-Time
(Monday - Friday, 8:30am -
5:00pm); Department; Water
Plant; Summary Performs
administrative and technical
work overseeing the operation,

=

PITTSBORO VILLAGE

APARTMENTS

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the
rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962
Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

AUCTION

Home on .59+/- Acres

& 2 Lots
Estate of the Late Ruth Fields
814 N. Garden Ave., Siler City, NC

Bid Online - Ends August 3rd!

RogersAuction.com
(919) 545-0412
‘A}/ %%%%RSS RogersAuction.com

NCFL7360

CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Line ad deadline
Tuesday — Noon

Display ad deadline
Monday — 5 p.m.

Rates and payment
Minimum charge of

$5 for each classified
advertisement of 25 words
or less per week. For each
additional word, no matter
how many insertions, add
20¢ per word. Payable in
advance.

Blind ads

No information will be
given out by this office

to the identity of person
placing “keyed” or “blind”
ads.

Errors

In advertisements that run
more than one week, we
are responsible for errors
appearing in the first
week only. If you find an
error in your ad, report it
immediately.

maintenance, and repair of
the Water Treatment Plant.

-- Essential Job Functions:
Performs administrative and
technical work overseeing the
operation, maintenance, and
repair of the Water Treatment
Plant. Serves as Operator in
Responsible Charge (ORC) for
the Water Treatment Plant.
Responsibilities include: en-
sures compliance with regula-
tory agencies as well as state
and federal laws; prepares and
maintains records, reports and
files; supervises staff in the
daily operation and mainte-
nance of the plant and related
facilities; reviews plant com-
pliance, control data, and lab
results; implements changes
in operation to maintain com-
pliance; researches and imple-
ments corrective actions for
plant non-compliance; helps
develop preventive mainte-
nance programs; schedules
maintenance and calibration
of equipment; schedules and
logs daily staff assignments;
monitors and maintains pumps
and equipment; monitors the
plant SCADA system; analyzes
lab results and records data;
assists with the recruitment
and selection of personnel;
ensures proper training and
certification of employees; de-
velops operational procedures;
inspects work for complete-
ness and compliance; assists
with department budget; mon-
itors expenditures; maintains
inventory of supplies, services,
and equipment; responds to
residents inquiries. On call
24/7 and may be required to
work outside of normal work-
ing hours in stand-by, on-call
or other emergency situa-
tions. Works under limited
supervision and guidance of
the Public Utilities Director --
Knowledge and Qualifications:
Must have a thorough knowl-
edge of methods, practices,
procedures, tools, and equip-
ment used in the operation,
maintenance, and repair of the
water treatment plant and re-
lated facilities. Demonstrates
communication and leader-
ship skills with the ability to
operate personal computers
including some knowledge of
applicable software packages.
Completion of High School Di-
ploma or GED required. - Valid
North Carolina driver’s license

1015 Alston Bridge Road - Siler City, NC
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required. Possession of North
Carolina (Grade A- Surface)
water treatment certification
and a (Grade 1 Physical/Chem-
ical) certification required or
the ability to obtain within 12
months of employment. At
least (5) years of supervisory
or lead experience in water
treatment. Excellent organi-
zational and problem-solving
skills. Excellent interpersonal
skills with co-workers and
residents (via phone, email,
and in-person). Must have the
ability to comply with appli-
cable department policies,
procedures, rules, and regula-
tions. -- Education, Experience,
and other requirements: ¢
Equivalent combination of
education and experience e
Valid North Carolina driver’s
license -- Physical Demands
and Work Environment « Work
is performed primarily in a
standard office environment
and occasionally outdoor.
May be required to lift and
carry items weighing up to 10
pounds. A qualified applicant
or employee with a disability
may be afforded reasonable
modifications to perform the
essential job functions of a
position in compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities
Act. -- Additional Information:
Interested applicants must
submit a completed online
application to be considered.

e This is a continuous recruit-
ment; review of applications
will begin immediately.
Prompt application is highly
encouraged. Recruitment will
close without notice when a
sufficient number of qualified
applications are received or
all hiring decisions have been
made. » Successful candidates
will be subject to a background
check and drug screening. ¢
Applications are available on
the Town’s website at https://
pittsboronc.gov ¢ Mail applica-
tions and resumes to the Town
Clerk at P.0. Box 759, Pittsboro,
NC 27312 or email to cbull-
ock@pittsboronc.gov. Jy22,1tc

VERTICAL WALLS - Job Help
Wanted - We are looking for
workers for a retaining wall
company to help stack blocks
and build walls. 40 or more
hours a week, with a pay
starting at $ 17 / hour. We also
offer overtime pay, as well as
health, dental and vision bene-
fits. To better understand what
you will do, visit our website
at www.verticalwalls.com. If
interested, call our office at
919-852-0840. We are open
Monday through Friday from

9 to 5 if you want to come and
fill out an application. We ask
that you make an appointment
before you arrive. Our office
address is 612 W. Lane St. Ra-
leigh, NC. Jy22,1tc

VERTICAL WALLS - Se busca
ayuda laboral - Buscamos tra-
bajadores para una empresa
de muros de contencién para
ayudar a apilar bloques y con-
struir muros. 40 o mas horas
a la semana, con un pago a
partir de $ 17 / hora. También
ofrecemos pago de horas ex-
tras, asi como beneficios de
salud, dentales y de la vista.
Para comprender mejor lo que
har4, visite nuestro sitio web
en www.verticalwalls.com. Si
esta interesado, llame a nues-
tra oficina al 919-852-0840.
Estamos abiertos de lunes a
viernes de 9 a 5 si desea venir
y completar una solicitud.

Le pedimos que programe
una cita antes de llegar. La

direccién de nuestra oficina
es 612 W. Lane St. Raleigh, NC.
Jy22,1tc

SOUTHERN SUPREME FRUIT-
CAKE CO. has openings for full
time, temporary positions in
all areas of production from
August 2021 - December 2021.
Interested applicants may
apply between 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Monday - Thursday at 1699
Hoyt Scott Rd, Bear Creek NC
27207. Jy15,22,2tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY - PLAN-
NER I: Performs planning

and design work to interpret
and administer town codes,
regulations, standards, and
plans. Assists customers as
needed. - Required Education
and Experience Qualifications:
Bachelor’s degree in Planning,
Engineering, Geography, His-
toric Preservation, Business,
Public Administration, or relat-
ed field; work-related Planning
experience; or an equivalent
combination of education

and experience. Extensive
customer service experience
utilizing oral and written com-
munication skills. Moderate
computer skills including MS
Word, Excel, Outlook, GIS, and
Adobe Acrobat. Possession

of a valid NC Driver’s License.
- Preferred Education and Ex-
perience Qualifications, Two
years of Planning experience.
Completion of UNC School of
Government E-Learning Library
Training Modules. Possession
of Zoning Official Certification
(CZ0) from the UNC School

of Government. Possession of
American Institute of Certified
Planners Certification (ACIP)
Bilingual in both written and
spoken English and Spanish.

- Additional Employment Re-
quirements, Must complete

all planning and development
related UNC School of Govern-
ment E-Learning Library Train-
ing Modules within six months
of hire. Obtain Zoning Official
Certification (CZO) from the
UNC School of Government
within one year of hire. All
required certifications and
licenses must be maintained
with no lapse during the
course of employment. - An-
nual Hiring Salary $45,004. --
TELECOMMUNICATOR (PART-
TIME): Performs intermediate
technical work receiving and
dispatching law enforcement
calls, receives and processes
emergency and non-emer-
gency service calls, assists
the public with information-

al requests, prepares and
maintains records and files.
Required Education and Ex-
perience Qualifications, High
school diploma or high school
equivalency. Moderate expe-
rience in communications,
dispatching, or clerical work.

- Preferred Education and
Experience Qualifications: DCI
certification Modules, I, Il, and
111 upon hire. Bilingual in both
written and spoken English
and Spanish. - Additional Em-
ployment Requirements: Must
obtain DCI certification Mod-
ules, 1, Il, and IIl within one
year of hire and maintain cer-
tification with no lapse during
the course of employment.

- Hiring Salary $15.38 per hour.
Please refer to our website for
full job descriptions. TO AP-
PLY: These postings are open
until filled. A completed Town
of Siler City application is
required for all positions. The
application may be found on
our website at www.silercity.
org or picked up at City Hall.

A
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Opportunities

Visit www.chathamcountvnc.gov
and click Jobs.

Career

Available

CORA

The application may be mailed
or delivered to City Hall, Atten-
tion: Human Resources, 311 N.
Second Ave., PO Box 769, Siler
City, NC 27344 or submitted via
email to dritter@silercity.org.
Pre-employment drug testing
and background checks are
required upon job offer. EOE.

- The Town of Siler City is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.
The Town of Siler City’s ap-
plicants are considered for
employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital or
veteran status, disability, or
other legally protected status.
The Town invites the submis-
sion of proposals from minori-
ty and women-owned firms
and certified Section 3 busi-
ness concerns if the contract
is over $100,000 for non-con-
struction contracts. - The
Town of Siler City will make
appropriate arrangements to
ensure that disabled persons
are provided necessary ac-
commodations. Such arrange-
ments may include, but are
not limited to, providing inter-
preters for the deaf, providing
taped cassettes of materials
for the blind, or assuring a
barrier-free location for the
proceedings. This information
is available in Spanish or any
other language upon request.
Please contact Nancy Hannah
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request. - Esta
informacion esta disponible
en espafiol o en cualquier otro

idioma bajo peticion. Por fa-
vor, péngase en contacto con
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org 0 919-726-8625 o
en 311 North Second Avenue,
Siler City, North Carolina 27344
de alojamiento para esta solic-
itud. Jy22,1tc

LAND SURVEYOR - Instrument
Operator. Experienced only.
Total Station, data collector,
GPS equipment. No travel.
Chatham County area. Must
have valid driver’s license and
be able to drive a company
vehicle. Good driving record.
Full time work and benefits.
$58,000. 919-812-3592. finch-
survey2507@gmail.com.
Jy22,1tc

CHATHAM MONUMENT
COMPANY has an immediate
opening for a monument
installer. Work involves dig-
ging monument foundations,
mixing cement and installing
monuments. Work is generally
Monday through Friday, 8 to
4:30 p.m. but some weekend
work is necessary. Please
apply in person to: Chatham
Monument Co. Inc., 227 N 2nd
Avenue, Siler City. Jn24,tfnc

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now
hiring for immediate positions
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides - Competitive
weekly pay, CNAs start at
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care
cases - Total LifeCare, Call
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more
info or to apply. A29,tfnc

HELP WANTED - EVENINGS &

Wil
grothlesrgn

Ll |

JJ ] 'nBusiness Since 1940

A

Full & Part Time Available

» Automotive or Diesel Technician Certificate

» Two Years Experience
(preferred but not required)
» Class A CDL License
(preferred but not required)
» Must have own tools

» Must pass drug and alcohol test

* Competitive Pay & Benefits Package
Includes: Medical, Dental, Life, STD and LTD
Insurance, 401K Plan, Holiday & Vacation Pay

$5,000 $ign-0n Bonus ...~
Immediate Openings! . «!

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207
Applications Also Available Online:

www.wilsonbrotherstrucking.com
EOE/MIFNV

The support of our entire
community makes a real

difference in the lives of those

facing food insecurity in

Chatham County!

¢ 1.2 million meals distributed
« 100% client requests fulfilled
« 866,000 pounds of food donated

WWW.CORAFOODPANTRY.ORG

HIRING
CNA’s

3RP SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151
Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm

for appointment to complete
application and interview

Pittsboro Christian Village
1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

< (QE NTRAL CAROLINA

Job Title:

Maintenance Technician — Chatham County

Job Description:

The Maintenance Technician will troubleshoot
problems reported and make repairs to facilities
and equipment. Technician will assist with HVAC
repairs and preventive maintenance, as well as
furniture and equipment moving and surplus.
Also, employee will make minor renovations and
alterations to facilities. This position will work on
the Chatham Main Campus in Pittsboro.

Minimum Requirements:

« High School Diploma or equivalent with basic
skills in electrical, HVAC, mechanical,

plumbing required

« At least two years experience in general facilities
maintenance or equivalent combination of

training and experience

« Valid NC Driver’s License

« Equivalent combination of education and
experience may be considered

For a complete listing of employment opportunities,
visit us online at www.cccc.edu/employment.

Diversity Policy: Central Carolina Community College believes
the college experience is greatly enriched through diversity;
therefore, the college encourages diversity of thought within

the student body and staff. Furthermore, the college seeks

to promote awareness of diversity and the respect for all
individuals, and the college pledges to adhere to this mission in its

relationship with the community.

impaired adults.

(MVR) Chart.

independently.

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED!
Piedmont Health Seniorcare - Pittsboro
Full-Time with Benefits (40 hours per week)
Apply online at piedmonthealth.org

JOB SUMMARY
The primary responsibility of the Driver is to transport the physically limited
passengers to and from their destinations. This position requires constant
interaction with caregivers and community agencies; this positon also performs
patient care activities and assistance with personal care needs as needed.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

+ Education/Experience: High school degree or equivalent. 1 year experience
transporting or caring for individuals with special mobility needs or

* Must be able to work effectively in a team environment
* Must have Valid NC Driver’s License and an acceptable three-year motor
vehicle record as defined by the Acceptable Motor Vehicle Record

+ Must be able to operate handicap-accessible vehicles
+ Must meet a standardized set of competencies for the specific position
description established by PHSC and approved by CMS before working

Statewide Classified

visit www.ncpress.com.

COASTAL REAL-ESTATE
AUCTION, Excellent
Residential ~ Properties in

Beaufort, Washington NC &
Down-East, Prime Commercial
Development Land Carteret
County, ONLINE BIDDING -
JULY 15-thru-JULY 27, www.
HouseAuctionCompany.
com 252-729-1162
NCAL#7435&7889

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical
Community College is now
accepting  applications  for
the following position: Senior
Media Production Specialist.
For detailed information and
to apply, please Vvisit our
employment portal at: https://
faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/

Human Resources Office
Phone:  (910)  678-7342
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.
eduAn Equal Opportunity
Employe

Denied Social Security

Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our
attorneys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call:833-987-0207

Replacement Windows. $229
Installed. Price Includes
Window and Basic Install. Any
size up to 100 united inches.
Free  Estimates, Lifetime
Warranty. Fairway Windows
252-232-8422.

Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 877-544-1736

Guaranteed Life Insurance!
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical
exam. Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits never
decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment.
833-380-1218

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-877-920-7405

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit.
Call 866-579-0885

Donate your car, truck or
van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a business. Call
Patriotic Hearts Foundation.
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max
tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of
a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even
if you can't reach a phone!
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims.
If you have suffered a serious
injury in an auto accident, call
us! Our attorneys have the
experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve!
Call Now: 844-545-8296

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions

currently  being  reviewed.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or

Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR,
RUNNING OR NOT!! FAST
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax
deduction.  Support  United
Breast Cancer Fdn programs.
Your car donation could save a
life. 888-641-9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live
& On-Demand On All Your

Favorite Screens. CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo  for
12months. Stream on 20

devices at once in your home.
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.)
Call for more details today!
(some restrictions apply) Call
IVS 1-855-548-9839

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help
stop Creditor Harassment,
Collection Calls, Repossession
and Legal Actions! Speak to a
Professional Attorney and Get
the Help You NEED! Call NOW
844-404-0601

GENERAC Standby
Generators provide backup
power during utility power
outages, so your home
and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-844-
938-0700

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major
secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian
Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE
Months! 1-888-660-1252

Attention Active Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new career
and earn your Degree at CTI!
Online Computer & Medical
training available for Veterans
& Families! To learn more, call
877-354-3499

Don'’t let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their
entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-888-618-0918

Credit Card Debt Relief!
Reduce payment by up to
50%! Get one LOW affordable
payment/month. Reduce
interest. Stop calls. FREE
no-obligation consultation Call
888-841-0674

Eliminate  gutter  cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

Wesley  Financial  Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000

in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 844-213-6711
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WEEKENDS, Please inquire in
person: Country Mart, 320 W.
Raleigh St., Siler City, NC or
Desperados, 602 North Second
Avenue, Siler City A29,tfnc

INTERESTED IN OWNING
your own business? For
interview, please call 919-
346-4019 for further details.
Jy15,22,29,Au5,12,5tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 383

All persons having claims

against MARY G. STOUT

AKA MARY HILDA STOUT,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 1st day of October, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 1st day of July, 2021.

Douglas G. Gunter, Co-Exec-

utor

135 Everett Dowdy Road

Sanford, NC 27330

Ann G. Mason, Co-Executor

1850 Asbury Ch Rd

Sanford, NC 27330
Jy1,ly8,ly15,ly22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 347

All persons having claims

against GLORIA ALSTON DA-

VIS, deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 1st day of October, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 1st day of July, 2021.

Alice Alston Noell, Executrix

233 Alston Rd

Apex, NC 27523
Jy1,]y8,ly15,]ly22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against JAMES A. WEBSTER,
JR. A/K/A JA WEBSTER, de-
ceased, of Pittsboro, Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
October 2, 2021, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the Decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 1st day of July, 2021.
Sylvia (“Doni”) Durham Web-
ster, Executor
c/o Elizabeth K. Arias, Esq.,
Womble Bond Dickinson (US)
LLP
555 Fayetteville Street, Suite
1100
Raleigh, NC 27601
Jy1,Jy8,ly15,ly22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

21-E-298

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Bruce Ray

Jones, having qualified as Ex-

ecutor of the Estate of MYRTLE

PHILLIPS JONES, deceased,

late of Chatham County, this

is to notify all persons having

claims against said estate to

present them to the under-

signed on or before the 1st day

of October, 2021, or this notice

will be plead in bar of their

recovery. All persons indebted

to said estate will please make

immediate payment to the

undersigned.

This the 1st day of July, 2021.

Bruce Ray Jones

¢/o0 Marie H. Hopper, Attorney

for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittsboro, NC 27312
Jy1,Jy8,ly15,ly22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

21-E-357

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Cynthia

Clark, having qualified as

Executor of the Estate of

SHIRLEY J. HOVEY, deceased,

late of Chatham County, this

is to notify all persons having

claims against said estate to

present them to the under-

signed on or before the 1st day

of October, 2021, or this notice

will be plead in bar of their

recovery. All persons indebted

to said estate will please make

immediate payment to the

undersigned.

This the 1st day of July, 2021.

Cynthia Clark, Executor

C/0 Shanelle K. Edmonds,

Attorney for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittsboro, NC 27312
Jy1,ly8,Jy15,ly22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21E 369

All persons having claims

against ELIZABETH FONTAINE

HEATWOLE AKA MARY ELIZA-

BETH HEATWOLE, deceased,

late of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 1st day of

October, 2021, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 1st day of July, 2021.

Elizabeth H. Bottorf, Co-Ex-

ecutor

64 Willow Bridge Drive

Durham, NC 27707

Robert A. Heatwole, Jr., Co-Ex-

ecutor

2411 Tom Geddie Road

Eastover, NC 28312
Jy1,ly8,ly15,ly22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 351

All persons having claims

against RONALD W. SCHULTZ,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 1st day of October, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 1st day of July, 2021.

Kelley Schultz, Executor

2037 Shadow Creek Dr.

Raleigh, NC 27604
Jy1,ly8,ly15,ly22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21E 388
All persons having claims
against JANICE F. LAMBERT,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 1st day of October, 2021, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment.
This the 1st day of July, 2021.
Rodney N. Testerman, Admin-
istrator
6144 Farmer Denton Rd
Denton, NC 27239
Jy1,]y8,ly15,]y22,4tp

TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBIC
HEARING NOTICE
RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO
CLOSE A PORTION OF EAST
THIRD STREET AND CALLING
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
QUESTION. WHEREAS, East
Third Street (E. 3rd St.) is
located within the town limits
of Siler City. WHEREAS, the
subject portion of E. 3rd St. is
shown and more particularly
described in Plat Book 2018,
Page 284 and Plat Book 2002,
Page 158 of the Chatham
County Registry. WHEREAS,
Mountaire Farms Inc. are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject portion of E. 3rd
St. The owners acquired said
property via Warranty Deed, in
Deed Book 1930, Page 879 and
Deed Book 1930, Page 883 of
the Chatham County Registry.
The property is identified as
1101 E. 3rd St., 1040, E. 3rd St.,
1100 E. 3rd St., and 1323 E. Ra-
leigh St. The property is also
shown as Chatham County
Tax Parcel ID 61441 and 16852.
WHEREAS, Alloy, Inc. are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject portion of E. 3rd
St. The owners acquired said
property via Warranty Deed, in
Deed Book 1896, Page 413 of
the Chatham County Registry.
The property is identified as
901 E. 3rd St. The property is
also shown as Chatham Coun-
ty Tax Parcel ID 15070. WHERE-
AS, Mountaire Farms Inc. have
petitioned and requested the
Board of Commissioners to
permanently close a portion
of E. 3rd St. (from the eastern
most corner of Parcel ID 15070
to the eastern most corner of
Parcel ID 61441). NOW THERE-
FORE, the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Town of Siler
City do RESOLVE, pursuant to
N.C. Gen. Stat. §160A-299, the
following: 1. A public hearing
shall be held on the 2nd day
of August 2021, at 6:30 p.m. or
as soon thereafter as may be
convenient, before the Board
of Commissioners of the Town
of Siler City, North Carolina

at which time the Board shall
consider the permanent clos-
ing of said street. and so as to
determine whether or not said
street shall be permanently
closed or otherwise restricted
in accordance with N.C. Gen.
Stat. §160A-299. 2.The public
hearing will be held in the
Jordan Matthews High School
auditorium at 910 E. Cardi-

nal St. 3. That a copy of this
Resolution shall be mailed by
registered or certified mail to
all owners of property adjoin-
ing the said street as shown on
the county tax records. 4.That
a copy of this Resolution shall
be published once a week for
four consecutive weeks prior
to said hearing, as required by
applicable law. 5.That a notice
of closing and public hearing
shall be prominently posted in
at least two places along said
street. 6.That after said public
hearing, if the Board of Com-
missioners are of the opinion
that the closing of said street
would not be contrary to the
public interest or to the rights
of individuals owning property
abutting or in the vicinity of
said street and does not inter-
fere with ingress and egress
of said property, the Board of
Commissioners may adopt an
Order permanently closing
said street above described.
7.That in the event that Order
is made closing said street,

a copy of said Order shall be
submitted to North Carolina
Department of Transporta-
tion. 8.That in the event that
North Carolina Department

of Transportation abandons
maintenance of said street,

a copy of said Order shall be
filed in the Office of Register
of Deeds for Chatham County,
North Carolina. 9.That in the
event the Board of Commis-
sioners shall close said street
as above described, the title
to said properties contained
within the boundaries of said
street shall vest in the persons
or entities owning said street
provided by §160A-299 of

the North Carolina General
Statutes. Motion Presented by:
Fadely. All those in Favor: 7. All
those Opposed: 0. RESOLVED,
this 7th day of June 2021. Cin-
dy B. Bray, Mayor Pro Tempore
ATTEST: Jenifer K. Johnson,
Town Clerk.

The proposed item is available
for review by contacting the
Planning and Community
Development Director at
jmeadows@silercity.org or
919-742-2323.

The Town of Siler City as an
Equal Opportunity Employ-

er, invites the submission
of proposals from minority
and women-owned firms and
certified Section 3 business
concerns if the contract is over
$100,000 for non-construction
contracts. The Town of Siler
City will make appropriate
arrangements to ensure that
disabled persons are provided
other accommaodations, such
arrangements may include,
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf,
providing taped cassettes
of materials for the blind,
or assuring a barrier-free
location for the proceedings.
This information is available in
Spanish or any other language
upon request. Please contact
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625,
311 North Second Avenue,
Siler City, North Carolina
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for
this request. Esta informacion
esta disponible en espariol o
en cualquier otro idioma bajo
peticién. Por favor, péngase en
contacto con Nancy Hannah al
nhannah@silercity.org 0 919-
726-8625 0 en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento
para esta solicitud.
Jy8,Jy15,Jy22,)y29,4tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC
HEARING NOTICE
RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO
CLOSE A PORTION OF EAST
FIFTH STREET AND CALLING

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
QUESTION. WHEREAS, East
Fifth Street (E. 5th St.) is
located within the town limits
of Siler City. WHEREAS, the
subject portion of E. 5th St. is
shown and more particularly
described in Plat Book 2019,
Page 269, Plat Book 2018,
Page 284, Plat Book 2017,
Page 369, Plat Book 2002,
Page 158, of the Chatham
County Registry. WHEREAS,
Mountaire Farms Inc. are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject portion of E. 5th
St. The owners acquired said
property via Warranty Deed, in
Deed Book 1930, Page 879 and
Deed Book 2073, Page 498 of
the Chatham County Registry.
The property is identified as
1101 E. 3rd St., 815 E. 3rd St.,
and 819 E. 3rd St. The property
is also shown as Chatham
County Tax Parcel ID 61441 and
16892. WHEREAS, 1206 East
Eleventh Street, LLC are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject portion of E. 5th
St. The owners acquired said
property via Warranty Deed, in
Deed Book 1955, Page 484 of
the Chatham County Registry.
The property is identified as
1202 E. 11th St. The property
is also shown as Chatham
County Tax Parcel ID 17246.
WHEREAS, Alloy, Inc. are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject portion of E. 5th
St. The owners acquired said
property via Warranty Deed, in
Deed Book 1896, Page 413 of
the Chatham County Registry.
The property is identified as
901 E. 3rd St. The property

is also shown as Chatham
County Tax Parcel ID 15070.
WHEREAS, E.L. Kidd Heirs are
fee simple owners of certain
real property located adjacent
to the subject portion of E. 5th
St. The owners acquired said
property via Warranty Deed, in
Deed Book JZ, Page 474 of the
Chatham County Registry. The
property is identified as E. 5th
St. The property is also shown
as Chatham County Tax Parcel
ID 79513. WHEREAS, Mountaire
Farms Inc. have petitioned
and requested the Board of
Commissioners to permanent-
ly close a portion of E. 5th St.
(from the intersection of E. 3rd
St. to western most corner of
Parcel ID 17246). NOW THERE-
FORE, the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Town of Siler
City do RESOLVE, pursuant to
N.C. Gen. Stat. §160A-299, the
following: 1. A public hearing
shall be held on the 2nd day
of August 2021, at 6:30 p.m. or
as soon thereafter as may be
convenient, before the Board
of Commissioners of the Town
of Siler City, North Carolina

at which time the Board shall
consider the permanent clos-
ing of said street. and so as to
determine whether or not said
street shall be permanently
closed or otherwise restricted
in accordance with N.C. Gen.
Stat. §160A-299. 2. The public
hearing will be held in the
Jordan Matthews High School
auditorium at 910 E. Cardi-

nal St. 3. That a copy of this
Resolution shall be mailed by
registered or certified mail to
all owners of property adjoin-
ing the said street as shown on
the county tax records. 4. That
a copy of this Resolution shall
be published once a week for
four consecutive weeks prior
to said hearing, as required by
applicable law. 5. That a notice
of closing and public hearing
shall be prominently posted in
at least two places along said
street. 6. That after said public
hearing, if the Board of Com-
missioners are of the opinion
that the closing of said street
would not be contrary to the
public interest or to the rights
of individuals owning property
abutting or in the vicinity of
said street and does not inter-
fere with ingress and egress
of said property, the Board of
Commissioners may adopt an
Order permanently closing
said street above described.

7. That in the event that Order
is made closing said street,

a copy of said Order shall be
submitted to North Carolina
Department of Transporta-
tion. 8. That in the event that
North Carolina Department

of Transportation abandons
maintenance of said street,

a copy of said Order shall be
filed in the Office of Register
of Deeds for Chatham County,
North Carolina. 9. That in the
event the Board of Commis-
sioners shall close said street
as above described, the title
to said properties contained

within the boundaries of said
street shall vest in the persons
or entities owning said street
provided by §160A-299 of
the North Carolina General
Statutes. Motion Presented by:
Fadely. All those in Favor: 7. All
those Opposed: 0. RESOLVED,
this 7th day of June 2021. Cin-
dy B. Bray, Mayor Pro Tempore
ATTEST: Jenifer K. Johnson,
Town Clerk.
The proposed item is available
for review by contacting the
Planning and Community
Development Director at
jmeadows@silercity.org or
919-742-2323.
The Town of Siler City as an
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission
of proposals from minority
and women-owned firms and
certified Section 3 business
concerns if the contract is over
$100,000 for non-construction
contracts. The Town of Siler
City will make appropriate
arrangements to ensure that
disabled persons are provided
other accommodations, such
arrangements may include,
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf,
providing taped cassettes
of materials for the blind,
or assuring a barrier-free
location for the proceedings.
This information is available in
Spanish or any other language
upon request. Please contact
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625,
311 North Second Avenue,
Siler City, North Carolina
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for
this request. Esta informacion
estd disponible en espafriol o
en cualquier otro idioma bajo
peticion. Por favor, péngase en
contacto con Nancy Hannah al
nhannah@silercity.org 0 919-
726-8625 0 en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento
para esta solicitud.
Jy8,Jy15,ly22,1y29,4tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC
HEARING NOTICE

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO
CLOSE JOHNSON AVENUE AND
CALLING A PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE QUESTION. WHEREAS,
Johnson Avenue (Johnson Ave.)
is located within the town
limits of Siler City. WHEREAS,
the subject Johnson Ave. is
shown and more particularly
described in Plat Book 2018,
Page 284, Plat Book 2017, Page
369 of the Chatham County
Registry. WHEREAS, Moun-
taire Farms Inc. are fee simple
owners of certain real property
located adjacent to the subject
Johnson Ave. The owners
acquired said property via
Warranty Deed, in Deed Book
1930, Page 879 of the Chatham
County Registry. The property
is identified as 1101 E. 3rd St.
The property is also shown as
Chatham County Tax Parcel

ID 61441. WHEREAS, 1206 East
Eleventh Street, LLC are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject Johnson Ave. The
owners acquired said property
via Warranty Deed, in Deed
Book 1955, Page 484 of the
Chatham County Registry. The
property is identified as 1202
E. 11th St. The property is also
shown as Chatham County Tax
Parcel ID 17246. WHEREAS,
Billy Jordan Siler Jr. are fee
simple owners of certain real
property located adjacent to
the subject Johnson Ave. The
owners acquired said property
via Warranty Deed, in Deed
Book 1697, Page 522 of the
Chatham County Registry. The
property is identified as 1212
E. 11th St. The property is also
shown as Chatham County Tax
Parcel ID 16654. WHEREAS,
Mountaire Farms Inc. have
petitioned and requested the
Board of Commissioners to
permanently close Johnson
Ave. (from the intersection of
E. 5th St. to the intersection of
E. 11th St.). NOW THEREFORE,
the Board of Commissioners
of the Town of Siler City do
RESOLVE, pursuant to N.C.
Gen. Stat. §160A-299, the
following: 1. A public hearing
shall be held on the 2nd day
of August 2021, at 6:30 p.m. or
as soon thereafter as may be
convenient, before the Board
of Commissioners of the Town
of Siler City, North Carolina

at which time the Board shall
consider the permanent clos-
ing of said street. and so as to
determine whether or not said
street shall be permanently
closed or otherwise restricted
in accordance with N.C. Gen.
Stat. §160A-299. 2. The public
hearing will be held in the
Jordan Matthews High School
auditorium at 910 E. Cardi-

nal St. 3. That a copy of this
Resolution shall be mailed by
registered or certified mail to
all owners of property adjoin-
ing the said street as shown on
the county tax records. 4. That
a copy of this Resolution shall
be published once a week for
four consecutive weeks prior
to said hearing, as required by
applicable law. 5. That a notice
of closing and public hearing
shall be prominently posted in
at least two places along said
street. 6. That after said public
hearing, if the Board of Com-
missioners are of the opinion
that the closing of said street
would not be contrary to the
public interest or to the rights
of individuals owning property
abutting or in the vicinity of
said street and does not inter-
fere with ingress and egress
of said property, the Board of
Commissioners may adopt an
Order permanently closing
said street above described.

7. That in the event that Order
is made closing said street,

a copy of said Order shall be
submitted to North Carolina
Department of Transporta-
tion. 8. That in the event that
North Carolina Department

of Transportation abandons
maintenance of said street,

a copy of said Order shall be
filed in the Office of Register
of Deeds for Chatham County,
North Carolina. 9. That in the
event the Board of Commis-
sioners shall close said street

as above described, the title
to said properties contained
within the boundaries of said
street shall vest in the persons
or entities owning said street
provided by §160A-299 of
the North Carolina General
Statutes. Motion Presented by:
Fadely. All those in Favor: 7. All
those Opposed: 0. RESOLVED,
this 7th day of June 2021. Cin-
dy B. Bray, Mayor Pro Tempore
ATTEST: Jenifer K. Johnson,
Town Clerk.
The proposed item is available
for review by contacting the
Planning and Community
Development Director at
jmeadows@silercity.org or
919-742-2323.
The Town of Siler City as an
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission
of proposals from minority
and women-owned firms and
certified Section 3 business
concerns if the contract is over
$100,000 for non-construction
contracts. The Town of Siler
City will make appropriate
arrangements to ensure that
disabled persons are provided
other accommodations, such
arrangements may include,
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf,
providing taped cassettes
of materials for the blind,
or assuring a barrier-free
location for the proceedings.
This information is available in
Spanish or any other language
upon request. Please contact
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625,
311 North Second Avenue,
Siler City, North Carolina
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for
this request. Esta informacion
estd disponible en espafriol o
en cualquier otro idioma bajo
peticién. Por favor, pédngase en
contacto con Nancy Hannah al
nhannah@silercity.org 0 919-
726-8625 0 en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento
para esta solicitud.
Jy8,Jy15,ly22,1y29,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED, as Execu-

tor of the Estate of BLANCHE

OLIVE GOLDSTON, late of Cha-

tham County, North Carolina,

this is to notify all persons,

firms and corporations having

claims against the estate

of said deceased to present

them to the undersigned on or

before October 14, 2021, or this

notice will be pleaded in bar of

their recovery.

This the 8th day of July, 2021.

RONALD P. COLLINS, EXECU-

TOR

BLANCHE OLIVE GOLDSTON,

ESTATE

117 West Raleigh Street

Siler City, N. C. 27344

(919) 663-2533
Jy8,Jy15,]y22,)y29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 329
All persons having claims
against REYNALDO LOZADO
BASURTO, deceased, late of
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on or
before the 8th day of October,
2021, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 8th day of July, 2021.
Lewis R. Fadely, Administrator
119 N. Fir Avenue
Siler City, NC 27344
Jy8,Jy15,ly22,1y29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against JOAN P. YATES,
deceased, of Chatham County,
N.C., are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on
or before October 8th, 2021, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment.
This 8th day of July, 2021.
Joanna Lynn Yates, Executor
c/o Timothy A. Nordgren
Sands Anderson PC
1005 Slater Rd., Ste 200
Durham, NC 27703
Jy8,ly15,ly22,)y29,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED as Ad-

ministrator of the Estate of

DENNIS KEITH TALLY late of

Chatham County, North Caroli-

na, this is to notify all persons,

firms and corporations having

claims against the estate

of said deceased to present

them to the undersigned

on or before the 14th day of

October, 2021, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of their

recovery.

This the 12th day of July, 2021.

Kevin Lynn Tally, Administra-

tor of

The Estate of Dennis Keith

Tally

Post Office Box 1806

Pittsboro, North Carolina

27312

MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER

& LEE

Attorneys at Law

Box1806

Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312

(919) 542-5605
Jy15,Jly22,ly29,Aub5,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 6th day of July,
2021, as Executor of the ES-
TATE OF JOAN RIPPLE CLARK
A/K/A JOAN CLARK, Deceased,
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned on or before
the 16th day of October, 2021
or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All per-

sons indebted to said Estate

will please make immediate

payment to the undersigned.

This, the 15th day of July, 2021.

STEVEN THOMAS CLARK,

EXECUTOR

ESTATE OF JOAN RIPPLE

CLARK

A/K/A JOAN CLARK

c/o Stephen C. Rhudy, Attorney

Walker Lambe, PLLC

Post Office Box 51549

Durham, North Carolina 27717
Jy15,Jy22,Jy29,Aub,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Co-Per-
sonal Representatives of the
Estate of GILBERT ALLAN
WINDHEIM, deceased of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina,
on the 9th day of July, 2021,
the undersigned does hereby
notify all persons, firms, and
corporations having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned at the
office of the attorney for the
estate on or before the 17th
day of October, 2021, or this
Notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said estate will
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This 15th day of July, 2021.
Patricia Arcoleo and Kenneth
Windheim
Co-Personal Representatives
c/o Catherine L. Wilson, Attor-
ney for the estate
McPherson, Rocamora, Nichol-
son, Wilson & Hinkle, PLLC
3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
Durham, NC 27707
7/15,7/22,7/29,8/5,4tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO

The Pittsboro Town Board of
Commissioners will hold Public
Hearings on Monday, July 26,
2021 at 7:00 pm in the Board of
Commissioners’ Meeting Room
located on the second floor

of the Historic Courthouse
located at 9 Hillsboro Street

in Pittsboro, for the following
items:

1 The Town of Pitts-
boro has received a voluntary
annexation petition for The
Rexford Group, Ltd. If directed
by the Board of Commission-
ers, each request for annex-
ation will be investigated by
the Town Clerk to determine
the feasibility, then the Board
of Commissioners may elect
to schedule a public hearing to
receive public comment and
act on the subject petition.
OWNER:

The Rexford Group, Ltd
APPLICANT:
The Rexford Group, Ltd
LOCATION:
West of Old Graham Road, Just
North of 64 bypass
PARCEL:
6580 & 69515
CURRENT ZONING: 6580-
RACZ & 69515-RA-5
PROPOSED ZONING:
No change
ACREAGE:
197.07acres
The purpose of the legislative
public hearings is to provide
interested parties with an op-
portunity to comment on the
request. SUBSTANTIAL CHANG-
ES IN THE PROPOSED AMEND-
MENT MAY BE MADE FOLLOW-
ING THE PUBLIC HEARING. The
complete records are on file at
the Town Planning Department
located at 480 Hillsboro Street,
Suite 400, and are available for
inspection through e-mail. The
meeting will be held via Zoom,
a teleconference software.
Instructions on how to join the
Zoom Meeting can be found
on the Town’s website under
the BOC Agenda, Minutes, and
Audio tab (pittsboronc.gov).
If you wish to make written
comments, please send them
to the Town Clerk, Cassie
Bullock, PO Box 759, Pittshoro,
NC 27312 or via email at Cbull-
ock@pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m.
on October 26, 2020. The Clerk
will receive written comments
to be included in the minutes
for 24 hours after the meeting.
Please sign up with the Clerk
by 4:00 p.m. on October 26,
2020 if you wish to participate.
Jy15,Jy22,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

20 E 159

All persons having claims

against TAMMY S. DOWDY,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 15th day of October, 2021,

or this notice will be pleaded

in bar of recovery. Debtors

of the decedent are asked to

make immediate payment.

This the 15th day of July, 2021.

Doris Dowdy, Administrator

1556 Silk Hope Rd.

Siler City, NC 27344
Jy15,)y22,1y29,Au5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21E 391

All persons having claims

against CAMILLA B. GILLIL-

AND AKA CAMILLA BINKLEY

GILLILAND, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 15th day of

October, 2021, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 15th day of July, 2021.

Lisa G. Denkins,

Administrator CTA

103 N Church St

Goldston, NC 27252
Jy15,)y22,1y29,Au5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

20 E 345

All persons having claims
against JAMES HENRY BUTCH-
ER, deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
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the undersigned on or before
the 22nd day of October, 2021,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors

of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 22nd day of July, 2021.
James Jeffrey Butcher, Exec-
utor

8 Piedmont Lane

Palmyra, VA 22963
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Audtp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 207

All persons having claims

against THERESA JULIUS

FONTENOT, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 22nd day of

October, 2021, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 22nd day of July, 2021.

Leon A. Alston, Jr.,

Administrator

209 S. Fir Ave.

Siler City, NC 27344

c/o Lewis Fadely, Atty.

119 N Fir Avenue

Siler City, NC 27344
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Audtp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 421
All persons having claims
against ALICE MARIE NUNN
FOUSHEE, deceased, late
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 22nd day of
October, 2021, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 22nd day of July, 2021.
Co-Executors:
1. Wayne R. Foushee
791 Carl Foushee Road
Moncure, NC 27559
2. Donna F. Turner
2237 Deer Run Road
Ridgeway, SC 29130
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Audtp

PUBLIC NOTICE

North Carolina Environmental
Management Commission/
NPDES Unit

1617 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1617
Notice of Intent to Issue a
NPDES Wastewater Permit
NC0080896 Town of Pittsboro,
and NC0035866 Bynum WWTP
The North Carolina Environ-
mental Management Com-
mission proposes to issue a
NPDES wastewater discharge
permit to the person(s) listed
below. Written comments
regarding the proposed permit
will be accepted until 30 days
after the publish date of this
notice. The Director of the NC
Division of Water Resources
(DWR) may hold a public
hearing should there be a
significant degree of public in-
terest. Please mail comments
and/or information requests
to DWR at the above address.
Interested persons may visit

the DWR at 512 N. Salisbury
Street, Raleigh, NC 27604 to
review information on file. Ad-
ditional information on NPDES
permits and this notice may be
found on ourwebsite: http://
deg.nc.gov/about/divisions/
water-resources/ water-re-
sources-permits/wastewa-
ter-branch/npdes-wastewater/
public-notices,or by calling
(919) 707-3601.

The Town of Pittsboro (P.O. Box
759, Pittsboro, NC 27312) has
applied for renewal of NPDES
permit number NC0080896 for
the Pittsboro WTP in Chatham
County. This permitted facility
discharges filter-backwash
wastewater to in the Haw
River in the Cape Fear River
Basin. Currently total residual
chlorine and total suspend-

ed solids are water quality
limited. This discharge may
affect future allocations in this
portion of the Cape Fear River
Basin. Chatham County (P.O.
Box 910, Pittsboro, NC, 37312-
0910) has requested renewal
of permit NC0035866 for its
Bynum WWTP. This permitted
facility discharges treated do-
mestic wastewater to the Haw
River in the Cape Fear River
Basin. Currently total residual
chlorine and fecal coliform

are water-quality limited. This
discharge may affect future
allocations in this portion of
the Cape Fear River Basin.
Jy22,1tc

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RE-
QUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
July 22, 2021, Town of Siler
City, 311 N. Second Avenue,
Siler City, NC 27344, (919)
742-4731

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES,
GROUPS AND PERSONS:

On or about August 3, 2021,
the above-named Town will
request the NC Department

of Commerce to release
Federal Funds under Title | of
the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974

(PL 93-383) for the following
project: Siler City 2020 CDBG
Neighborhood Revitalization
(CDBG-NR) Program.

Project activities include clear-
ance/reconstruction or reha-
bilitation of eight low-income
occupied severely deteriorated
dwellings (all stick-built) in
scattered site locations in Siler
City, NC. Proposed treatment
will provide standard dwelling
units for those households.
Associated service delivery
and administrative services
necessary to accomplish the
housing activities are included
in the project scope. The
properties are located at 819
N. Fir Avenue; 911 N. Chatham
Avenue; 307 and 312 Trinity
Street; 1104 Shepherd Avenue,
610 Womble Street; 1109 12th
Street; and 701 E. 3rd Street,
all in Siler City, NC.

Total Project Cost=$750,000;
Total CDBG Cost=$750,000;
CDBG/Total Cost Per-
cent=100%

Location: See paragraph
above for specific addresses
in Siler City, Chatham County,
North Carolina; Census Tract
204.

An Environmental Review
Record applicable to the above
project has been made by the

above-named Town which
documents the environmental
review of the project. This
Environmental Review Record
is on file at the Siler City
Planning and Community
Development Department, 311
N. Second Avenue, Siler City,
NC, and is available weekdays
from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. for
public examination and copy-
ing, upon request and payment
of any authorized copying
charges.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Any
individual, group, or agency
may submit written comments
on the Environmental Review
Record to Jack Meadows,
Director of Planning and
Community Development, 311
N. Second Avenue, PO Box
769, Siler City, NC 27344. All
comments received by July
30, 2021, will be considered by
the Town prior to authorizing
submission of a request for
release of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS: The Town
of Siler City will undertake
the project described above
with Community Development
Block Grant funds from the
North Carolina Rural Economic
Development Division (REDD),
under Title I of the Housing
and Community Development
Act of 1974. Siler City is
certifying to REDD that Cindy
B. Bray, in her official capacity
as Mayor Pro Tem, consents to
accept the jurisdiction of the
Federal courts if an action is
brought to enforce responsibil-
ities in relation to environmen-
tal reviews, decision making,
and action; and that these
responsibilities have been
satisfied. The legal effect of
the certification is that upon
its approval, the Town may
use the Block Grant funds,
and REDD will have satisfied
its responsibilities under the
National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 and related laws
and authorities.

OBJECTION TO RELEASE OF
FUNDS: REDD will accept an
objection to its approval of the
release of funds and accep-
tance of the certification only
if it is on one of the following
bases: (A) That the certifica-
tion was not in fact executed
by the chief elected official or
other officer of the applicant
approved by REDD; or (B)

The Town has omitted a step
or failed to make a decision

or finding required by HUD
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58;
(C) the grant recipient has
committed funds or incurred
cost not authorized by 24CFR
Part 58 before approval of a
release of funds by REDD; or
(D) another federal agency
acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part
1504 has submitted a written
finding that the project is
unsatisfactory from the stand-
point of environmental quality.
Objections must be prepared
and submitted in accordance
with the required procedure
(24 CFR Part 58), and shall be
addressed to REDD at 301 N.
Wilmington Street, Raleigh,
North Carolina 27601-4346.
Objections to the release of
funds on bases other than
those stated above will not be
considered by REDD. No ob-
jection received after August

19, 2021, will be considered by
REDD.
This information is available in
Spanish or any other language
upon request. Please contact
Jack Meadows, Director of
Planning and Community
Development, at (919) 742-
2323, or at Siler City Planning
and Community Development
Department, 311 N. Second
Avenue, Siler City, NC, for
accommodations for this
request.
Esta informacion esta
disponible en espafiol 0 en
cualquier otro idioma bajo
peticion. Por favor, péngase en
contacto con Jack Meadows,
Director of Planning and
Community Development,
al (919) 742-2323, o en Siler
City Planning and Community
Development Department, 311
N. Second Avenue, Siler City,
NC, de alojamiento para esta
solicitud.

Jy22,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate
of KATHRYN J. O°CONNOR, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, do hereby
notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against said estate to present
them to Neil Macintyre,
Executor, 3920 Wentworth
Drive, Durham, North Carolina
27707, on or before the 22 day
of October, 2021 or this notice
will be pled in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This the 22 day of July, 2021.
Neil Macintyre, Executor of
the
Estate of Kathryn J. O’Connor
3920 Wentworth Drive
Durham, North Carolina 27707
Keith E. Hartley, Esquire
Maxwell, Freeman & Bowman,
P. A.
Post Office Box 52396
Durham, North Carolina 27717-
2396
Telephone: (919) 493-6464
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Aul2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 427

All persons having claims

against PATRICIA B. MARKS

AKA PATRICIA BECKWITH

GALES MARKS , deceased,

late of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 22nd day of

October, 2021, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 22nd day of July, 2021.

Donnie Lane Gales, Executor

800 Hawkins Road

Sweetwater, TN 37874
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Audtp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims

against NANCY YVONNE
LITTLE, deceased, of Chatham
County, N.C., are notified to
exhibit the same to the under-
signed on or before October
22,2021 or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.

This the 22nd day of July, 2021.
Debbie Ann McClary, Admin-
istrator

c/o Hopler, Wilms & Hanna,

2314 S. Miami Blvd., Suite 151
Durham, NC 27703
Jy22,J29,Au5Aul2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 401

All persons having claims
against ELIZABETH BYAM
SHER, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina,
are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on
or before the 22nd day of Octo-
ber, 2021, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.

This the 22nd day of July, 2021.
Vickie McNeill Crocker, Exec-
utor

641 Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Audtp

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
SILK HOPE VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT, INC.
To each member of the Silk
Hope Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (all adults of age 18
years or more residing in Hope
Fire District).
Take notice that the annual
meeting of the membership of
the Silk Hope Volunteer Fire
Department, Inc. will be held
on August 3, 2021 at 8 p.m. at
the office of the Corporation,
being the fire station located
at the intersection of SR 1003
(Silk Hope Rd,) and SR 1346
(Silk Hope-Gum Springs Rd.)
The business to be conducted
will be (1) The election of four
(4) directors, (2) Any other
business which may lawfully
come before it.
This the 20th day of July, 2021.
Tony Bristow, Secretary
Jy22,Jy29,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utor of the Estate of KAREN
KAY ATKINS late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against the estate of said
deceased to present them to
the undersigned on or before
the 21st day of October, 2021,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

This the 19th day of July, 2021.
Kathryn Atkins Johnson,
Executor of

The Estate of Karen Kay Atkins
3405 White Smith Road

Siler City, North Carolina 27344
Moody, Williams, Atwater &
Lee

PO Box 1806

Pittsboro, NC 27812
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Aul2,4tc

ESTATE NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
Having qualified as Executor
of the Estate of ANNABEL
COLVARD HARRILL, deceased
on 5/14/2021 of the Caroli-

na Meadows community in
Chapel Hill, Chatham County,
NC, this is to notify all persons
having claims against the
Estate of ANNABEL COLVARD
HARRILL, to present them to
the undersigned on or before
November 1, 2021, or this no-
tice will be pleaded in the bar
of their recovery. All persons,
firms, and corporations indebt-
ed to said Estate will please
make immediate payment.
This the 22nd day of June,
2021.

Jeffrey Neal Hunter, Executor
¢/o Miller & Johnson, PLLC

PO Box 49

Boone, NC 28607

828-264-1125
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,Aul2,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF

JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO. 16-CVD-550

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

COUNTY OF CHATHAM

Plaintiff, vs

The HEIRS, ASSIGNS, and

DEVISEES

of ERNEST N. LEE, et al

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-

CESS BY PUBLICATION

TO: The HEIRS, ASSIGNS and

DEVISEES of ERNEST N. LEE

and spouse, if any, which may

include ANTHONY POWELL

and spouse, if any, or any

other person or entity claiming

thereunder

A pleading seeking relief

against you has been filed in

the above-entitled action and

notice of service of process

by publication began on July

22,2021.

The nature of the relief

being sought is as follows:

Foreclosure on tax parcel(s)

more completely described

in the Complaint, to collect

delinquent ad valorem taxes

(assessments). Plaintiff seeks

to extinguish any and all claim

or interest that you may have

in said property.

You are required to make

defense to such pleading not

later than forty (40) days after

the date of the first publication

of notice stated above, exclu-

sive of such date, being forty

(40) days after July 22, 2021, or

by August 31, 2021, and upon

your failure to do so, the party

seeking service of process by

publication will apply to the

Court for relief sought.

This the 22nd day of July, 2021.

Zacchaeus Legal Services

By: /s/Mark D. Bardill/Mark B.

Bardill

Attorney for Plaintiff

NC Bar #12852/56782

310 W. Jones St.

P. 0. Box 25

Trenton, North Carolina 28585

Telephone: (252) 448-4541
Jy22,Jy29,Au5,3tc

The case

Work fills the time
alloted for it.
As
Joe
Pinsker
wrote
for The
Atlan-
tic last
¥ month:
D. LARS - When
DOLDER have 40
Enterprising hours
Chatham of work
a week,

we find ways to work for
40 hours.”

That’s not to say we ac-
complish more, though.

The notion of work fill-
ing time was formalized
in 1955 by Cyril North-
cote Parkinson, writing
for the Economist.

“It is a commonplace
observation that work
expands so as to fill the
time available for its com-
pletion,” he said. “Thus,
an elderly lady of leisure
can spend the entire day
in writing and despatch-
ing [sic] a postcard to her
niece at Bognor Regis. An
hour will be spent in find-
ing the postcard, another
in hunting for specta-
cles, half-an-hour in a
search for the address,
an hour and a quarter in

composition, and twen-
ty minutes in deciding
whether or not to take an
umbrella when going to
the pillar-box in the next
street.”

The eponymous Par-
kinson’s Law is hardly re-
velatory; to its accuracy I
can personally attest.

The News + Record
is a weekly print paper
with a loose conviction
to post daily online. That
means breaking news on
a Wednesday goes online
Wednesday. We can’t
hold it for print a week
later. When I get word of
a murder that morning,
I've usually interviewed
the police, pulled as much
background as I could
find and written a story
within a couple of hours.

But ask me to throw to-
gether a feature story five
days ahead of deadline
and you’ll find a decided-
ly less capable reporter.

A recent Autonomy
study of 2,500 Iceland-
ers proves my dilemma
might be universal. After
shortening their work
week to 35 or 36 hours
spread over four days,
employees across several
industries consistently
achieved similar produc-
tivity as they had with a

for a 4-day work week

traditional schedule.

“Based on the anal-
ysis of a wide range of
data, we can see that
workers experienced
significant increases in
wellbeing and work-life
balance,” the research-
ers concluded, “all
while existing levels of
service provision and
productivity were at the
very least maintained,
and in some instances
improved.”

Other countries are
following suit. At least
Spain and Japan have
ambitious plans to wean
work to 32 hours, and
several U.S. companies

are piloting four-day
weeks. But for wide-
spread change to stick,
we’ll need a fundamental
change of attitude.

“We live in a society in
which overwork is treat-
ed as a badge of honor,”
Alex Soojung-Kim Pang,
an author and consultant
who helps companies try
out shorter workweeks,
told Pinsker. “The idea
that you can succeed as
a company by working
fewer hours sounds like
you’re reading druidic
runes or something.”

If ever the traditional
mold were to break, it’d
be now. Work practices

were turned on their
head during the last year
in pandemic, and employ-
ees discovered a work-life
balance was achievable
without expending pro-
ductivity.

And recent months
have seen record num-
bers of job openings. Mil-
lennial workers — long
known to have eschewed
the company loyalty
boomers heralded — are
leaving their employers
in droves. For the first
time in more than a de-
cade, employees hold all
the cards.

“The erosion of
employer power began

during the low-unem-
ployment years leading
up to the pandemic and,
given demographic
trends, could persist for
years,” a New York Times
report said.

Employers, you’ve lost
your leverage. The people
are making their wishes
known, and your best
candidates want a four-
day work week. It’s time
the little guy gets his way.

Have an idea for what
Chatham business topics I
should write about? Send
me a note at dldolder@
chathamnr.com or on
Twitter @dldolder.

VecinoAVecino
neighbor

neighbor

Mutual Aid for the Piedmont

This Community ROCKS!

Abundance NC is matching folks in need during this
Covid-19 period with volunteers and locals that have
time and resources. Here 1s a recap of what YOU
have accomplished since the pandemic started:

» Approximately 100 able + generous community
members have bought & delivered groceries and
paid utility bills directly for about 100 families in
need, sometimes repeatedly. ~$20,000

* Abundance NC has raised $16,000 and paid $11,000

worth of utility bills.

* You have avoided evictions several times by pooling
in money to cover unpaid rent due to lack of work or
reduced hours due to the pandemic.

* You have avoided disconnection of utilities and
helped people get their utilities reinstated for about

half a dozen families.

* We have connected approximately 50 families with
other community resources available.

* We have been able to cover Abundance NC staff
time to run this Neighbor2Neighbor program! !!

Thank YOU!

Much LOVE and BLESSINGS from the families
YOU help! This is community resilience! !!




